
A Message from the Pastor                                           April 2021 

 

 

In the past few weeks, we have crossed many milestones. It has now been a year since many of you have worshipped 

in our sanctuary. It has been a full year since many of us have seen our sanctuary full of people or even pews for that 

matter. It will be a very strange day for me when we are finally able to move all of the pews back into the sanctuary, 

because I have never seen it full of pews. 

For the past year, we have all lived in the shadow of this Covid-19 virus—wearing masks, social distancing, isolating, 

and limiting contact with our closest friends and family. It has been a rough year for us all, but the heartache and 

struggle we have faced pales in comparison to the heartache of those who have lost loved ones in the midst of this 

pandemic.  With over 2.5 million deaths having been reported worldwide and over 500,000 of those deaths having 

occurred in our nation alone, millions of people have found themselves grieving not just a sense of normality, but the 

loss of dearly loved ones. 

These milestones call to my mind the prayer Jesus spoke in the Garden at Gethsemane just before his arrest and trial 

before the religious authorities. As Jesus prayed, he spoke these words, “My Father, if it’s possible, take this cup of 

suffering away from me. However—not what I want but what you want” (Matthew 26:39, CEB). I imagine many of us 

have prayed similar prayers throughout these unprecedented times of suffering and unprecedented change. 

Even as the darkness of Good Friday looms, the light and promise of Easter can be seen at the end of the tunnel 

ahead. Restaurants have reopened. The robins have returned, and we can hear bird songs in the air again. The weath-

er is warming. There is a vaccine, and I have been excited to hear that many of you have received it. It is beginning to 

feel like there is more hope in the air now than there has been in a long while. The spirit of despair and hopelessness 

is gradually being overcome by a spirit of optimism. 

And what better time for that transformation to begin than as the season of Easter approaches! Easter is a time to 

celebrate the promise of the resurrection and the promise that we are all being made new. As we live into the spirit 

of newness that lies ahead of us in a post-covid world, it is my hope that we will work to learn from these experiences 

and allow ourselves and our community to be transformed in light of those experiences.  

 

 

       April 2021 



AND HERE IS A BONUS FOR THOSE WHO HAVE READ THIS FAR: With the Easter promise of newness and transfor-

mation in mind, as we return to in-person worship on Easter Sunday, we will be taking an opportunity to do worship in 

a new way. Well, a way  that is new to us anyway. If there is one thing that the pandemic has highlighted for many of 

us, it is the importance of community and fellowship. In our in-person worship services, for the time being, we will be 

taking an opportunity to return to our roots by offering Services of Morning Prayer.  Services of Morning Prayer are 

grounded in the traditions of our Methodist and Anglican  heritage. The liturgy we will use is one that John Wesley, the 

founder of the Methodist movement, would have used many times throughout his life. This liturgy will allow us to 

spend time in one another’s presence and be in intentional prayer with and for one another. These services will be an 

opportunity for us to re-center and re-orient ourselves to the aspects of church life that we have missed the most. 

We will hold an in-person Easter Sunrise Service of Morning Prayer at 7 am on April 4, 2021, followed by a traditional 

online service that will be available on Facebook and YouTube at 10 am.  Moving forward, beginning on April 11, 2021, 

we will hold in-person Services of Morning Prayer on Sundays at 9 am.  Again, the in-person services will be followed 

by a traditional online service that will be available on Facebook and YouTube at 10 am. 

 

May God bless you all, 

Pastor Tiffany  

MISSIONAL FOCUS TEAM REPORTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

From the Worship Missional Focus Team: 

We are thrilled to offer a couple of upcoming special worship opportunities and want you to know that you are invited! Our wor-
ship schedule for Holy Week and the month of April is as follows: 

PALM SUNDAY PRAISE IN THE PARKING LOT       Sunday, March 28, 2021 at 7:00 pm  Church Parking Lot 

We will be holding a parking lot worship service in the parking lot of LUMC at 7:00 pm on March 28, 2021. You are 

invited to come and sing along with some hymns, listen to a message, and partake in Holy Communion, all from 

the comfort of your car! This time we will be celebrating Palm Sunday. There will even be palm branches and a 

donkey or two! 

GOOD FRIDAY TENEBRAE SREVICE         Friday, April 2, 2021 at 7:00 pm   Online 

This service will be made available online on Facebook and YouTube at 7:00 pm on April 2, 2021. This is a 

service of “darkness” or “shadow” and is an extended meditation on the Passion Narrative from John’s Gos-

pel. A candle will be extinguished at the conclusion of each reading, so for the full effect, we recommend 

watching the service in darkness. 

EASTER SUNRISE SERVICE         Sunday, April 4, 2021 at 7:00 am  Church Sanctuary 

Our Easter Sunrise Service will be held in-person at 7:00 am on April 4, 2021 in the church sanctuary. This service will look 

a little different from what we might be used to. It will take the form of a Service of Morning Prayer. The practice of 

morning prayer comes from our Methodist and Anglican roots and would have been commonly practiced by many in    

the early days of the Methodist movement. The central focus of the service will be prayer. The liturgy we use during the 

service can be taken home and used as a daily morning prayer practice at home as well. 

TRADITIONAL EASTER SERVICE        Sunday, April 4, 2021 at 10:00 am  Online 

This service will be made available on Facebook and YouTube at 10:00 am on April 4, 2021. The service will look much like 

what we have become accustomed to in our online worship services. 

FOR THE SUNDAYS FOLLOWING EASTER: 

MORNING PRAYER SERVICE  Sundays at 9:00 am   Church Sanctuary 

TRADITIONAL WORSHIP   Sundays at 10:00 am   Online 



From the Fellowship Missional Focus Team: 

IN-PERSON GATHERINGS—Many of our small groups resumed in-person meetings in March. The Fellowship Team is looking 

forward to starting up some new small groups as well. If you are a part of a small group, contact your group leader for 

more information on when your next gathering will be!  

ZOOM “PARTY LINE” FELLOWSHIP TIME—We are continuing to offer a fellowship opportunity via Zoom on Sundays at noon. 

For those of you have not used Zoom or are hesitant to try something new, you can join by computer or by phone and it 

will be just like being on a “party line” phone chat in the old days. The information on how to join this fellowship time can 

be found below or in your weekly “Shout Out” email. 

PRAYER GROUP—Prayer Group continues to meet every Monday and Thursday at 10:00 am. This is an informal gathering that 

provides an opportunity for us to pray with and for one other and the needs of others. You can join in-person or virtually. 

If you would like to join most of these gathering by computer or smart phone by clicking on this link https://us02web.zoom.us/

j/133177357 or by landline or other phone by dialing 1 312 626 6799 followed by 133177357# when prompted for the 

meeting ID number. If you would like to join a gathering virtually, please contact the church office to let Karolyn or Pastor 

Tiffany know, so they are sure to have everything set up for you. 

From the Service Missional Focus Team: 

The Service Missional Focus Team will be gathering in the coming months to plan out our mission projects for the year ahead. 

If service is an area of Christian Discipleship that you are especially passionate about or interested in, then please contact 

John Peck or Pastor Tiffany to be added to the team and to be notified when they begin meeting.  

We would also like to remind you that we are still accepting Special Sunday donations for Human Relations Sunday and 

UMCOR Sunday. Your donations go along way toward empowering and promoting the missional work of our denomina-

tion. We owe a huge thank you to those who have contributed already! You may make a contribution through our online 

giving platform or by putting a note on your check and mailing it to the church. 

From the Outreach Missional Focus Team: 

The CARE Group continues to send out cards and notes to many folks. 

Pastor is still visiting folks upon request. If you have not met her and would like to, please give the office a call and a visit can 

be arranged. She would love the opportunity to get to know many of you better. All best safety practices will be followed 

during these visits for your health and Pastor’s. 

The Laingsburg Area Food Bank continues to operate out of our building and continues to meet the needs of some of the most 

vulnerable members of our community. If you know someone in our community who is in need, please refer them to the 

Food Bank. It is open Mondays 1:00-3:00 pm and Thursdays 6:00-8:00 pm.  

From the Discovery Missional Focus Team: 

BIBLE STUDY—Bible Study continues to meet on Wednesday at 10 am in-person or via zoom. We are currently focusing on the 

Lenten Devotional Packet created by Illustrated Ministries entitled “Where the Heart Is.” A link to download and print this 

packet recently went out in a churchwide email. You may print it off at home or you can come by the church office to pick 

up a packet. This is a great devotional resource for kids, families, and adults of all ages! If you would like to join our Bible 

Study Group for further reflection on the devotional materials, you may join us in-person or by computer or smart phone 

by clicking on this link https://us02web.zoom.us/j/133177357 or by landline or other phone by dialing 1 312 626 6799 

followed by 133177357# when prompted for the meeting ID number. 

Beginning April 14, 2021 at 10 am, Pastor Tiffany and Diana Carpenter will be co-teaching a study based upon Peter Enns book 

entitled “The Bible Tells Me So.” The books have been ordered, if you would like to join us for this study, please let us 

know, so that we are sure to have enough books for everyone. 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/133177357
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/133177357
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/133177357


 

Updates and Continuing Covid-19 Protocols from the Leadership Team: 

On March 9, 2021, the Leadership Team met and set a date for our return to in-person worship. Our first service 

back in our sanctuary will be a Service of Morning Prayer to be held at 7:00 am on Easter Sunday, April 4, 2021. 

After Easter, we will continue to offer Services of Morning Prayer at 9:00 am in the church sanctuary. We will 

continue to offer a traditional service online on Facebook and YouTube at 10:00 am on Sundays.  

We remain committed, as always, to following all CDC and Health Department procedures to safeguard the well-

being of all those who attend worship in-person. As a result, we acknowledge that while these are our current 

plans, those plans may need to be adapted as we continue to navigate these uncharted waters together. 

As of March 1, 2021, small groups may resume in-person gatherings under the following protocols: 

No more than 10 individuals. 

All individuals must sign-in. 

Temperatures must be taken. 

Masks must be worn at all times. 

Proper hand hygiene should be practiced. 

Social Distancing should be maintained at all times. 

All meetings should be held in the Fellowship Hall or Narthex. 

Groups should clean all surfaces following your gathering. 

No food or drinks will be allowed at this time. 

To limit the exposure and points of contact for our staff, no one will be admitted to the church office during, 

immediately prior to, or following any small group gathering.  

If your group needs to make copies, please email that information to the church office prior to your 

meeting and Karolyn will have those items printed for you. 

If you are coming for a small group and would like to drop something off for the office, please leave 

it in Karolyn’s mailbox to the left of the office door. 

If you would like to pick something up from the office while you are at the church, please call to let 

Karolyn know in advance, and she will leave the items on the counter of the welcome center. 

If you would like to chat with Karolyn or Pastor Tiffany, please contact the church office by phone 

or email to schedule a time to do that. 

 

7:00 am   In-person Sunrise 

Service of Morning Prayer     

in the sanctuary 

 

   

 

10:00 am   Online 

Easter Service 

Easter Sunday, April 4 



Your giving is vital to making sure we, as a 

church, make it through this time in a financially 

healthy way.  You can set up online giving by go-

ing to our website and clicking on the Donate 

button, or you can mail in your check.  You can 

also bring your donation to the church during 

office hours. We want you to know that your giv-

ing is very much appreciated. 

Online Worship 

We continue to offer online worship each 

Sunday morning at 10:00, on either Face-

book or YouTube. 

A bulletin is sent out each week with a 

link, or you can go to our website and 

click on the link there.  

PARKING LOT SERVICES 

Palm Sunday, March 28 

and April 25 

7:00 pm in the LUMC parking lot. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Come join us for singing, scripture, a message, and 

Holy Communion all from the comfort of your car. 

Eggs:  Symbols of New Life 

Eggs have been a part of Spring rituals since before recorded history. 

After the long winter, chickens and other birds start to lay eggs 

again, each egg bursting with new life, mirroring the entire season  

of Spring.  Ancient people, like the Hutsuls of Ukraine, decorated 

eggs and gave them as gifts to special people in their lives.  So, the 

symbolism of eggs does predate Christianity. 

Early Christians, recognizing the power of the egg as a symbol for 

new life, connected eggs to the new life found in the Resurrection of 

Jesus Christ at Easter.  Eggs are a perfect Easter symbol, and a sym-

bol of new life in Christ.  Consider the following famous verse of the 

apostle Paul, “So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: every-

thing old has passed away; see, everything has become new!”  Fur-

thermore, the egg is an illustration of the Resurrection itself—a chick 

emerging from its shell represents Jesus emerging from his tomb on 

Easter. 

Decorating Eggs 

During the Middle Ages, children used to go house to 

house on Easter, singing and begging for eggs.  They 

were paid in hard-boiled eggs, dyed with vegetables 

such as beetroot (red), spinach (green), onions 

(yellow), and tea (brown).  The eggs were called pace 

eggs, the word coming from the French Paque, which 

means Easter.  Today Christians still color and deco-

rate eggs, often with religious designs such as a cross, 

the rising sun, water, a candle, etc. 

Why Eggs on Easter? 


