April 2022

Pastoral Letter
Inconvenient Truths of the Bible: On Care for the Environment
Over the course of the past few months, our adult Bible Study Group has been studying our United Methodist Social Principles, and we have had a wonderful time getting to know one another better and challenging
ourselves to see the world through a new lens. One of the first subjects the Social Principles cover is, “The Natural World.”
As the world around us begins to spring back to life and as we look ahead to the celebration of Earth Day on April 22,
I thought this was as apt a time as any to tackle what the Bible has to say about our responsibility to care for the environment.
Here is the most familiar and often quoted passage of the Bible regarding our responsibility to care for the environment:
26

Then God said, “Let us make humanity in our image to resemble us so that they may take charge of the fish of
the sea, the birds in the sky, the livestock, all the earth, and all the crawling things on earth.”
27

God created humanity in God’s own image,
in the divine image God created them,
male and female God created them.

28

God blessed them and said to them, “Be fertile and multiply; fill the earth and master it. Take charge of the fish
of the sea, the birds in the sky, and everything crawling on the ground.” 29 Then God said, “I now give to you all
the plants on the earth that yield seeds and all the trees whose fruit produces its seeds within it. These will be
your food. 30 To all wildlife, to all the birds in the sky, and to everything crawling on the ground—to everything
that breathes—I give all the green grasses for food.” And that’s what happened.
(Genesis 1:26-30, CEB)

Throughout the centuries, the language of this passage has been used to justify our ravishing of the world’s resources and
the subjugation of its people. And to be fair to those who have utilized the passage in this way, the language used in the
original Hebrew does strongly denote “subjugation” and “rule” over these resources. That said, with any level of authority
comes a responsibility and a duty of care, especially when it comes to the environment. First and foremost, we are called to
be good stewards of the environment. Afterall, if we do not care for and steward the resources we have been blessed with,
they will no longer be there for us.

As our Social Principles articulate:
All creation is the Lord’s, and we are responsible for the ways in which we use and abuse it. Water, air, soil,
minerals, energy resources, plants, animal life, and space are to be valued and conserved because they are God’s
creation and not solely because they are useful to human beings. God has granted us stewardship of creation.
We should meet these stewardship duties through acts of loving care and respect. Economic, political, social, and
technological developments have increased our human numbers, and lengthened and enriched our lives.
However, these developments have led to regional defoliation, dramatic extinction of species, massive human
suffering, overpopulation, and misuse and overconsumption of natural and nonrenewable resources, particularly
by industrialized societies. This continued course of action jeopardizes the natural heritage that God has entrusted to all generations. Therefore, let us recognize the responsibility of the church and its members to place a high
priority on changes in economic, political, social, and technological lifestyles to support a more ecologically
equitable and sustainable world leading to a higher quality of life for all of God’s creation.

In an effort to become better stewards here at the church, we have joined The Great Laingsburg Recyclers! This move will
help support the recycling initiative here in our community and ensure that the opportunity to recycle is more accessible
to everyone in our community. This is one small step in the right direction for our Church and community. I hope that this
initiative will inspire many to become more conscious of their impact on the environment.

May God bless you all,

Pastor Tiffany
Pastor Tiffany is still visiting folks upon request. If you would like a visit, please call the church office or parsonage and she
would be delighted to make arrangements to visit you at your home or at the church, whatever is most comfortable for
you!

Coming to God in WORSHIP AND FELLOWSHIP:
Lent got a little “messy” this year, and we aren’t finished yet! Last month, we had the opportunity to experience small
glimpses into the world of Messy Church. While those glimpses will continue over the weeks ahead, we are also pleased to note
that we will launching Messy Church in its entirety later this month!
Below you will find a list of dates, sermon titles, and scripture lessons (subject to changes as needed) and the rotation of
fellowship hour hosts for the weeks ahead. AND so much more!
April 3

Filled with the Fragrance
A Glimpse into Messy Church

April 10

Palm Sunday
The Lord Needs It
Messy Church Training

John 12:1-8
Celebrating and Eating Together

Full/Hybrid Messy Church
11:30 am

For those who are interested in participating in our once a month Messy Church events, in
assisting with the planning, or really in any other way, we will be offering a brief training event
after worship on Palm Sunday.
April 15

Ecumenical Good Friday Service

7:00 pm at Laingsburg Congregational Church

April 17

Easter Sunrise Service
Easter Breakfast
Easter Service
Prayer Garden Planting

8:00 am
9:00 am
10:00 am
11:00 am

April 21

Messy Church Launch

6:00-7:30 pm

April 24

Carrie Rathbun-Hawks

Messy Church is church, but not church as you know it! It is a way of being church for all-ages to join in experiencing
fun and faith formative activities. Found throughout the globe. Based on the values of all-ages together, celebration, creativity,
hospitality, and centering ourselves in Christ. On Thursday, April 21, 2022 at 6:00-7:30 pm we will officially join the Messy Church
community!

UMW BAKE SALE
Coffee Hour Hosts:
April 3:

Duane & Glenna Ginther

April 10: Jean Austin/Cathy Chubb
April 17: Nancy Koerner
April 24: Joe & Nancy Robinson

Sunday, April 10
after the worship service

TRUSTEES CORNER
There are a number of projects that are on our list to be accomplished. If you could volunteer your time and
talents to help with these and/or make a donation, that would be greatly appreciated!

Upcoming Projects at the Church:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Painting in bathrooms and pastor’s office.
Replacing stained ceiling tiles.
Replace ballasts and lights in fellowship hall, bathroom, closets, nursery with LED.
Fix lighting in sanctuary.
Replace exterior light photosensors.
Replace safety light at back of church.
Replace and adjust parking lot lights.
Emptying and removing shed, to reclaim some yard space for future pastors.
Replacing window in pastor’s office. ($1140)
Replacing blinds in the fellowship hall.
Repairs and maintenance to refrigerator.

Upcoming Projects at the Parsonage:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Painting in entryway, stairwell, laundry room, master bedroom.
Install cabinets or storage shelves in laundry room.
Repair garage door opener.
Fix lazy Susan door.
Repair or replace bedroom window broken in the hailstorm. ($460)
Replace attic windows. ($779)
Replace basement windows. ($760)

DISCOVERING More about God and Grow in
Our latest Bible Study on the United Methodist Social Principles has
begun! You can join us any time. We meet on Thursdays at 10 am. Our social
principles include highly thought-out theological statements on controversial
subjects from our responsibility to care for the environment to our life together
to our engagement in the political sphere and everything in between.

Diana Carpenter and Pastor Tiffany have launched a new podcast series entitled
“Conversations with D n’ T: Spiritual Journeying” in which we will strive to enhance people’s
understanding of God and church, as we walk our spiritual journeys. Through this series we
hope to ask and answer some of the tough questions about God, faith, church, and so much
more, so that we can all become more comfortable asking these questions and enhance our
spiritual journeys in the process. You can find these podcasts on our Facebook page, website, iTunes and YouTube or by clicking on the link provided.
https://www.buzzsprout.com/1785279

Update on “Burn the Mortgage”
Mortgage balance as of 3/31/22:

$21,700

Money on hand as of 3/31/22:

$11,000

Money needed to “Burn the Mortgage”: $10,700

SERVICE and Mission Opportunities:
Looking Glass Service Opportunities:
Want to be a Volunteer Taxi Driver?
Community Garden will be starting up soon—want to rent a plot?

For more information, please contact Jan Holyfield or Dave Draggoo.

The Laingsburg Area Food Bank continues to operate out of the building and continues to
meet the needs of some of the most vulnerable members of our community. If you know
someone in our community who is in need, please refer them to the Food Bank. It is open
Mondays 1:00-3:00 pm and Thursdays 6:00-8:00 pm.
Would you like to volunteer? Contact the Church Office and we will get you in touch with the
volunteer coordinator.

The Service Ministry Focus Team met in February to establish of Service goals for the coming year. The primary purpose of
this meeting was to establish which of the various EngageMI projects we plan to engage with in the coming year.
There are three focus areas for the EngageMI program: Learn, Give, and Act. And there will be lots of opportunities for us to
Learn, Give, Act, and grow in our understanding of God and the world throughout the year ahead!
For now, though, we are pleased to announce the list of programs and organizations we plan to support through the
various steps of EngageMI’s “Give” focus area. Be on the look out for more information to come!
In addition to our usual EngageMI Learn, Give, and Act goals, our Core Youth Group is planning a Mission Trip to the United
Methodist Committee on Relief’s Mid-West Distribution Center from June 15-17—you can find more information about that
further along in your newsletter.
STEP 1: Michigan Conference Ministry Shares
We managed pay our 2021 Conference Ministry Shares in full, and even had enough left over to pay our 2022 District Ministry
Shares in full as well! We thank you all for your dedication to this vital work. Our goal is to do just that again in 2022. Our church
has been asked to raise $14,460 this year, and we are confident we can do that.
Funds paid to date: $2,789.00
STEP 2: Michigan Projects
Mission Intern Program—A ministry of the Michigan Annual Conference, encourages young adults to explore servant ministry for
a summer. Interns work to provide summer programming for children and youth in rural and urban areas at locations across our
state including West Branch UMC, Motown Mission, and Cass Community Services.
https://www.facebook.com/MIMissionIntern
Looking Glass Community Outreach—A community based, non-profit agency located in the southwest corner of Shiawassee
County. LGCO collaborates with individuals & families, groups, local churches (like LUMC) and other agencies to enable & empower those in need to tear down any barriers that may cause them to feel alone and isolated from the community as a whole.
Some programs they provide are emergency assistance, volunteer taxi, community garden, and reading assistance. For ways to
support this ministry beyond your financial giving, please look for regular updates in our newsletter and other announcements.
http://lookingglassoutreach.org/
STEP 3: National Projects
National Justice for Our Neighbors (NJFON)—supports and empowers a coalition of 20 JFON sites around the country that work
to welcome immigrants and refugees by providing legal assistance that aspiring residents need but cannot afford or access.
Through JFON’s attorneys, they help immigrants understand their choices and navigate the complexities of the legal system.
Through their extensive volunteer corps, they are able to create a welcoming community that honors immigrants as fellow
human beings.
https://njfon.org/about-us/
STEP 4: International Projects
Heifer International Living Gifts—This is a project we have supported before and look forward to supporting again! Heifer International works with communities to end hunger and poverty by promoting sustainable farming practices.
https://www.heifer.org/our-work/index.html
Haitian Assets for Peace International—a grassroots organization in the community of Mizak, Haiti that empowers people,
promotes health and wellness, delivers skilled training, brings technology and creates economic opportunities to grow personal
and community assets for families to thrive not only survive. Their integrated approach harnesses the natural synergy between
health, education, and economic development to create momentum for change.
https://www.haitianassets.org/
Ganta United Methodist Hospital—Provides quality and affordable healthcare in the rural north of Liberia.
https://umcmission.org/advance-project/ganta-united-methodist-hospital/
STEP 5: Methodist Mission Personnel
Chin H. Cho— A missionary with the General Board of Global Ministries serving as the coordinator of the United Methodist
Mission in Mongolia, based in Ulaanbaatar. He was commissioned in June 2015. As the country coordinator, Chin oversees the
several aspects of ministry, working with local Mongolian United Methodist leaders and other missionaries. He engages in the
training of indigenous clergy, who study at the Mongolia Trinity Bible College, where he teaches Wesleyan studies.
https://umcmission.org/missionary-bio/3022047/
STEP 6: United Methodist Committee on Relief Special Project
Finally, the EngageMI program encourages us to go above and beyond our regular UMCOR Sunday Special Offering to extend
continued support to the United Methodist Committee on Relief’s work around the world. This year, we have committed to sending all funds designated for UMCOR that you do not allocate for a specific project or disaster response to Where most needed.

Core Youth Group:
Pawnee, here we come!
The Core Youth Group and a few others from LUMC are getting excited about their June 15 – 17
trip to UMCOR’s Midwest Distribution Center in Pawnee, Ill. It’s about 30 minutes from Springfield. We’ll be helping with hygiene and cleaning kit assembly and shipping; sewing, small building projects and any other things they may need at the time. When we’re not working Thursday
afternoon, we’ll be sightseeing in Springfield (yes, lots of Abe Lincoln sites!).
There are still three spots available, one in particular for an adult woman. This keeps us in step
with our Safe Sanctuary policy, which requires a certain ratio of youth to adults based on gender. You’ll love the Core
members. They’re smart, fun and very giving.
About $1,500 is needed for the trip. We’re halfway there already! Funds will cover gas, hotel rooms, food, daily fee
for working at the center, and any other miscellaneous expenses we may incur. Thank you to those who have already
donated with cash, returnables or by attending the Fat Tuesday Pancake Dinner. Look for more fundraising this
spring, including the chance to sponsor a traveler!

A special devotional study
Several years ago, a different set of youth who were in Core at the time, went to a retreat at the now-closed Judson
Collins camp. One of the exercises we did was to create our own personal “devotional,” if you
will. It was a very introspective and moving experience. It was called “One Word.”
I’m excited to finally be able to take our current Core group through it over our next two
gatherings. While One Word would work for any age group, I think it’s especially meaningful
for the young ladies we have in high school and late middle school. Essentially – through group
discussions and personal reflection time with some quick Bible study – it helps you find that one
term you want to incorporate into your faith journey. When we went to JC, mine ended up being trust. It will be so enlightening to see where the group goes.
Please continue to pray for our youth. There is so much more going on in their lives than I ever could have imagined
when I was their age.
In Sincere Faith,
Carrie Rathbun Hawks, Core Youth Coordinator
We will be taking materials for Hygiene Kits with us to the Midwest Distribution
Center. The items needed are:
Hand towels (15X25 - 17X27) - No kitchen, cleaning or microfiber
Washcloths - No kitchen, cleaning or microfiber
Combs - No pocket combs or picks; must be study with at least 6 in. of teeth
Fingernail/toenail clippers - No emery boards or metal nail files
Bath-size soap in wrappers (3 oz or larger) - No Ivory or Jergen’s soap
Adult toothbrushes - Do not remove from packaging; no personal advertising
Bandaids (3/4 X 3 inches)
We also are collecting socks and non-perishable snacks for the carnival workers.

Please bring these items by May 23. Thank you!

Dave Sebenick keeping tabs on
(L to R) Hannah, and Aly and
Sydnie Billings as they studiously
finish their project. The girls’
fourth partner in crime, Jaylei
Kramer, is not pictured.

WIN – WIN – WIN!

DONATE TOWARD A MEAL
for a
FOOD-INSECURE PERSON
OR

Everyone likes to eat out once in awhile but not everyone can afford it. Our restaurants are coming back from
the pandemic. Money for Meals puts people in need at their tables and money in their registers.
You feel the joy of passing kindness forward!

Participating Businesses:

Please consider supporting this worthwhile program and the people of our community by donating. You can
donate at any one of our participating businesses, online through our online giving platform, or by mailing or
dropping funds off at the church office.

BLOOD DRIVE
Tuesday, April 26
2:00-7:00 pm
at Laingsburg United Methodist Church

PIANO NEWS
Did you know that our own Chong Zheng offers piano lessons to students of all
ages, including adult students? She can teach in our church, in her studio, or in
the student’s home in Laingsburg. She will give a first trial lesson to anyone
interested, even if they don’t have a piano at home! Go to her website at
www.pianoharmonystudio.com for more information and to contact her.

