
     April 2023 

A Lenten Devotional 

As Spring and the Season of Easter approach, my heart is  

drawn to the words of Natalie Sleeth, found in her popular 

hymn entitled Hymn of Promise.  

In the bulb, there is a flower 
In the seed, an apple tree 
In cocoons, a hidden promise 
Butterflies will soon be free. 

In the cold and snow of winter 
There's a spring that waits to be 
Unrevealed until its season 
Something God alone can see. 

There's a song in every silence 
Seeking word and melody 
There's a dawn in every darkness 
Bringing hope to you and me. 

From the past will come the future 
What it holds, a mystery 
Unrevealed until its season 
Something God alone can see. 

In our end is our beginning 
In our time, infinity 
In our doubt, there is believing 
In our life, eternity. 
In our death, a resurrection 
At the last, a victory 
Unrevealed until its season 
Something God alone can see. 

These words were first published the year my sister was born, 
1986—a year of new beginnings for my family. Between the 
imagery of the ugly bulb turning to a beautiful blossom and the 
tightly wrapped cocoon unraveling for a butterfly to fly free, to 
spring waiting to be revealed in every winter, this is a song 
about hope and new beginning. While it is indeed a song of 
hope and new beginning, it also recognizes, as we hear in the 
word of Ecclesiastes 3:1-8, “there is a time for everything, and a 
season for every activity under the heavens.”  Easter is a time to 
recognize and celebrate hope and new life, but it also a time to 
reflect and acknowledge the truth of where we find ourselves 
and trust that from the past will come a future and in every  
ending there is a beginning. 
 
May God bless you all,  

Pastor Tiffany 

Finances 
Our average monthly income for the first quarter of the year for 
the General Fund was $10,842 and our average expenses were 
$12,249. Thus far, we have been able to keep our expenses  
below our monthly budget of $13,945. However, we do have a 
number of extra expenses coming in the months ahead that will 
stretch our finances thinner than usual. 
 

We thank all those who have received our Stewardship Letter 
and turned in their Commitment Card. These Commitment 
Cards will help the Leadership Team to project our income and 
potential budget shortfalls for the year ahead. We do ask that 
you turn in your Commitment Cards within the first few weeks 
of April, so that we can begin our analysis and plan our path 
forward. 
 

We want to thank all of you who support our ministries through 
your time, talents, generosity, and witness! 
 

Trustees 
 

The fridge has been replaced! If you step into the kitchen, or 
even the fellowship hall, you are bound to notice that the ambi-
ent sound has been greatly diminished, now that the fridge isn’t 
running constantly. 
 

You may also notice that the narthex, especially the area just 
outside the office, is much brighter! That is thanks to the very 
helpful gentleman at Lenard’s Hardware and the work of a dedi-
cated volunteer who replaced a number of burned-out bulbs in 
that area. 
 

It is about time to beginning cleaning out the flower beds and 
trimming a number of bushes and trees around the church and 
parsonage. Is this something you would be interested in as-
sisting with? Or maybe coordinating a spring-cleaning day for 
multiple volunteers? If so, please give us a call at the church 
office. 
 

Discovery 

Messy Church 

Thursday, April 20 

6:00-7:30 pm 

Bible Study 

Thursdays at 10:00 am 



Worship and Fellowship Events 

Below you will find a list of dates, sermon titles, and scripture  

lessons for April.  

 

Apr 2:  This Is the Day        Matthew 21:1-11 & Matthew 26:14-27:66 

Apr 7:  Good Friday Ecumenical Service at Congregational Church:  7pm 

Apr 9:  The End that Wasn’t      John 20:1-18 

              Easter Sunday        Breakfast 9:00 am 

          Worship Service 10:00 am 

Apr 16:  Fullness of Joy              1 Peter 1:3-9 & John 20:19-31 

Apr 23:  Loosening the Bonds   1 Peter 1:17-23 & Luke 24:13-35 

Apr 30:  Guardian of the Soul   1 Peter 2:19-25 & John 10:1-10 

Service 

 

 

Open 1:00-3:00 pm Mondays 

           6:00-8:00 pm Thursdays 

Open to all Laingsburg residents 

Looking Glass Monthly Report: 
 
In February we provided: 
6 weeks at The Lodge   $1,875.00 
Propane assistance 1 person        200.00 
Cell phone bill for 1 person        261.48
     
 Total assistance  amount      $2,336.48 

Change for a Change for March was for UMCOR 

Disaster relief in Turkey & Syria.  Total collected 

was $201.50. 

Change for a Change for April will go to Red Bird 

Clinic. 

Our total collected for UMCOR Sunday was 

$125.00 

Coffee Hour Hosts: 

    Apr. 9:      Easter Breakfast 

    Apr. 16:    Nancy Koerner 

    Apr. 23:    Joe & Nancy Robinson 

    Apr. 30:    Pam Wagner 

Carnival Worker Breakfast/Rummage Sale: May 25 

Please begin bringing in these items for this  

combined free event: 

Personal Care Items: 

New Men’s and Women’s Socks 

Men’s and Women’s Razors 

Men’s and Women’s Deodorant 

Bars of Soap 

Shampoo & Conditioner 

Luffas  

Feminine Hygiene Products 

Hair Ties, Combs, Brushes 

Toothbrushes, Toothpaste, Dental Floss 

Dish Soap 

Dish Sponges 

Healthy Snack Items—protein bars, granola bars, trail 

mix, mixed nuts, jerky, etc.  

Rummage Sale Items Recommendations: 

Small Items of Furniture—no large furniture items 

Useful Kitchen Items:    Towels, dishes, utensils, small 

  Kitchen Appliances that work 

Tools 

Books 

No TV’s or other electronics 

No clothes 

One of our very own CORE Youth Group  

members, Jaylei Kramer, will be competing 

with Red Thunder Robotics in the Michigan 

State Robotics Championship April 6-8. This 

will be the team’s first appearance at the 

state tournament. This major milestone is 

the result of a great deal of hard work and 

dedication on the part of the students, 

parents, sponsors, and mentors—one of 

whom is Clint Hawks. The team will face a 

very grueling schedule over Easter week-

end. Your prayers and support are greatly 

appreciated! Please take a moment to pray 

for the team and their mentors, and if you 

feel so lead, feel free to pop a note of  

support in the mail.  Notes can be sent to 

Jaylei or to Clint. (Contact the office if you 

don’t have a directory.) 


