
LUMC Financial Update                                    August 2021 

 
The COVID-19 pandemic has had a significant impact on many parts of our lives, including our church.  For many 
months, each of the five areas in our missional focus statement were affected to various degrees: Outreach, Fellowship, 
Worship, Discovery, and Service. We made adjustments as practical. Although the pandemic remains with us and our 
neighbors around the world, we are trying to return to a sense of normalcy as a congregation of faith. 
 
Just like many businesses, many churches in our denomination (and others) are struggling financially, partly due to the 
pandemic. At their July meeting, the LUMC Leadership Team reviewed LUMC’s mid-year financial status. They noted 
several areas of continued and growing concern: 

The full amount due by LUMC during 2021 for Ministry Shares is $14,760. At mid-year, we’ve only paid $3,619, 
which is much less than halfway. Our Ministry Shares are a wonderful opportunity for our congregation to 
make a difference in the broader world. Much of the money given toward this is used to support the admin-
istration and ministries of our conference, while other funds are used to support the ministries of our denomi-
nation around the world. 

The General Fund has had to borrow $2,000 from the Mortgage Fund this year in order to pay staff and make other 
essential payments. 

In 2016, the Facilities Fund previously borrowed money from the Mortgage Fund for replacement of the fellowship 
hall flooring and for a new well. $6,132 is still outstanding on the internal loan. We have been unable to make 
any related payments in 2020 or 2021 to repay it.  

The Mortgage Fund has been consistently bringing in less than the $3,016 needed to make our mortgage payment 
each month, which means we have had to further dip into the surplus we had on hand in the Mortgage Fund 
prior to the pandemic. This surplus is quickly dwindling.  

We also have some upcoming non-routine expenditures that will further stress our financial situation.  
 Audio/Visional Updates, Repairs, and Replacements estimated at $2,500. 

 Due to hail damage caused by recent storms, our property insurance will be covering the majority of the costs 
 to replace the roofs and damaged siding on all of our buildings; however, there are additional repairs that need 
 to be done alongside this work that will not be covered by the insurance. Additionally, there are other items 
 that need to be addressed. For more information on this, please refer to the Trustees Report found on the next 
 page. We estimate the total cost of all the projects that need to be completed before winter will be  
 $12-15,000 (not including the parking lot repair costs).  
 
If you have fallen behind on a church pledge and are now able to catch up, your support is needed and will be greatly 
appreciated.  If you are unable to do that due to current personal financial constraints, that is understandable.  If you are 
able to make an extra donation to LUMC at this time, prayerful consideration would be helpful. 
 
The Leadership Team is performing a more in-depth analysis of our financial situation, which will be reported on this 
Fall as we prepare our budget for 2022 and conduct our stewardship campaign.  
 
Thanks for your continued support of Laingsburg United Methodist Church and its ministries. 
The Leadership Team 

 

       August 2021 



LUMC Family, 
 

The trustees have completed some immediate and needed projects in the last few months.  The hot water 
heater was replaced and a water issue in the basement of the parsonage is resolved. The garbage disposal 
and faucet have also been replaced at the parsonage. The church has been power washed. We resolved 
some electrical issues in the parsonage and the refrigerator, dish washer, and microwave has been ordered 
and will be delivered and installed soon. Thank you for your generosity. 
 
We have many projects that need attention.  Here is the list I have been developing. 
 
I think we can take care of the following with church attendees’ donations of time, talent, and materials. 
1. Parsonage: 

-Garage door opener.  
 Need donation of ¾ HP opener and installation. 
-Install Cupboards in the Laundry Room. 
 Need donation of cupboards and labor. 
-Repair or replace the shelving in the basement. 
-Install a bottom shelf in the kitchen sink cupboard. 
-Fix or replace a missing cupboard door. 
 Who is a good carpenter? 

-Fix side wall by refrigerator. 
2.   Church Shed: 
       -Need to remove bottom two feet and replace molded wood. Frame is solid. Caulk and paint. 
3.    Church: 

-Replace soiled ceiling tiles after roof is repaired. 
-Painting 

 
Items that need to be hired out, include: 
1. Garage 

-Soffits need replacement. Insurance? 

-Siding needs repair or replacement. Insurance 

-Gutter needs replacement. Insurance 

-Repair roof hole and replace wood. 
-Repair roof. Insurance 

2.   Parsonage 

-Back mud room. 
 Level off structure and secure foundation, 
 Repair / replace stairs into mud room. 
-Front Porch hand railing loose. 
-Replace basement windows. 

3.   Church 

-South handrail loose. 
-Repair/replace damaged gutters. Add gutter covers. Add heat tape. 
-Repair or replace Pastor's study window. 
-Repair or replace cement driveway. 
-Repair roofing. Insurance. 
-Repair or replace asphalt parking area. 

 
**please note we carry a $1,000 deductible 
 
Thank you all.  As servants of the Lord, may we be able to meet our needs.  If you would like to volunteer 
your time, talents, or materials, please contact Matt Wagner or the church office. 



UPCOMING EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

This Summer and into the Fall, we will be working our way through a worship and preaching series that will 

take us all the way through the book of Genesis. This book tells the story of the beginning of God’s creation and of 

God’s chosen people. We will cover a few chapters each week. Here is a snapshot of where we have been in the past 

few weeks and where we are headed in the month ahead, in the event that you would like to follow along or read 

ahead: 

August 1  Genesis 14:17-15:21 God’s Covenant with Abram 

August 8  Genesis 16-18:15 Abram’s Impatience             Diana Carpenter 

August 15  Genesis 20-21  Isaac is Born              Carrie Rathbun-Hawks 

August 22  Genesis 18:16-28 The Real Sin of Sodom              Pastor Tiffany Newsom 

August 29  Genesis 22-23  Abraham’s Faith is Tested   

September 5  Genesis 24-25:6  Isaac’s Marriage 

Warning: Genesis is full of beautiful blessings, promises, and examples of God’s grace extended to creation and 

humanity; however, it also has its darker side. In the firm believe that all scripture is God inspired and good for teach-

ing, we will not be shying away from these darker sides of Genesis. 

 

  DISCOVERING MORE ABOUT GOD AND GROW IN FAITH: 

Slightly Bad Girls of the Bible study beginning in early September. This study will take an in 

depth look at the female characters found in Genesis—from Sarah and Hagar to Rachel and Leah. 

 

If you missed the Bible Study on “The Bible Tells Me So” by Peter Enns and were      

interested in joining, we will be offering the study again beginning in early September. This is a          

wonderful foundational study that will provide some compelling answers to some of the most           

challenging questions you could ever think to ask about the Bible. The study will also equip you with   

the tools you will need to ask more questions and find more answers. We will determine the time and 

day of the week for this study based upon those who express an interest in participating. 

Please register your interest in either (or both) of these studies, by putting your name down on the signup 

sheet(s) in the narthex or by emailing the church office, so that we are sure to have enough books for everyone.  

 

 

 

Diana Carpenter and Pastor Tiffany have launched a new podcast series entitled 

“Conversations with D n’ T: Spiritual Journeying” in which we will strive to enhance people’s 

understanding of God and church, as we walk our spiritual journeys. Through this series we 

hope to ask and answer some of the tough questions about God, faith, church, and so much 

more, so that we can all become more comfortable asking these questions and enhance our 

spiritual journeys in the process. You can find these podcasts on our facebook page, website, 

and (coming soon!) YouTube or by clicking on the link provided. https://

www.buzzsprout.com/1785279  

https://www.buzzsprout.com/1785279
https://www.buzzsprout.com/1785279


SERVICE AND MISSION OPPORTUNITIES: 

ENGAGEMI UPDATE: Our Church continues to strive to meet our EngageMI 2021 Learn, Act, and Give goals. We 

have taken some steps toward our Act goals by providing the breakfast and welcome kits for the carnival workers at this 

year’s carnival and by stepping up to manage the funds for the Money4Meals program! This month, we would like to 

focus our Giving efforts on the national project we selected along with the two projects we highlighted within our Con-

ference. If you would like to make a contribution to one of those projects (listed below) or to our general ministry shares 

you may do so through your preferred giving method. 

 

The Laingsburg Area Food Bank continues to operate out of the building and           

continues to meet the needs of some of the most vulnerable members of our     

community.    If you know someone in our community who is in need, please         

refer them to the Food Bank. It is open Mondays 1:00-3:00 pm and Thursdays      

6:00-8:00 pm.  

 

STEP 1: Michigan Conference Ministry Shares 

We managed to pay our 2020 Conference Ministry Shares in full, despite the pandemic and we are so proud of you all for helping 
make that possible! Our goal is to do just that again in 2021. Our church has been asked to raise $14,760, this is a decrease of 
over $2,000 compared to last year, so we are confident we can reach that goal! 

Funds raised to date: $4,619.00 

STEP 2: Michigan Projects 

United Methodist Community House—has been a venerable, trusted resource in Grand Rapids, MI, providing expansive services 
for everyone from infants to senior citizens in a warm, inclusive, multi-cultural atmosphere since 1902. It was originally founded 
by the United Methodist Women. 

Funds raised to date: $50.00 
http://www.umchousegr.org/about/ 

Wesley Woods Bathhouse Replacement—funds donated to this project will fund the replacement of the 50+ year old bathhouse 
at Wesley Woods United Methodist Camp in Dowling, MI. Completion of this project will serve over 500 children and youth who 
attend Wesley Woods each Summer. 

Funds raised to date: $100.00 
https://umcamping.org/camps/wesley-woods/about/ 

STEP 3: National Projects 

 

National Justice for Our Neighbors (NJFON)—supports and empowers a coalition of 20 JFON sites around the country that work 
to welcome immigrants and refugees by providing legal assistance that aspiring residents need but cannot afford or access. 
Through JFON’s attorneys, they help immigrants understand their choices and navigate the complexities of the legal system. 
Through their extensive volunteer corps, they are able to create a welcoming community that honors immigrants as fellow hu-
man beings. 
https://njfon.org/about-us/ 

STEP 4: International Projects 

Heifer International Living Gifts—This is a project we have supported before and look forward to supporting again! Heifer Inter-
national works with communities to end hunger and poverty by promoting sustainable farming practices. https://
www.heifer.org/our-work/index.html 

Haitian Artisans for Peace International—a grassroots organization that empowers people, promotes health and wellness,  
delivers skilled training, brings technology and creates economic opportunities to grow personal and community assets for  
families to thrive not only survive. Their integrated approach harnesses the natural synergy between health, education, and  
economic development to create momentum for change. 

Funds Raised to date: $50.00 
https://www.haitianassets.org/ 

Water for Life—constructing wells to provide clean water and toilets to improve living standard in communities across Liberia. 
https://advance.umcmission.org/p-394-water-for-life.aspx 

http://www.umchousegr.org/about/
https://umcamping.org/camps/wesley-woods/about/
https://njfon.org/about-us/
https://www.heifer.org/our-work/index.html
https://www.heifer.org/our-work/index.html
https://www.haitianassets.org/
https://advance.umcmission.org/p-394-water-for-life.aspx


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Everyone likes to eat out once in awhile but not everyone can afford it. Our restaurants are coming back from the pan-

demic. Money for Meals puts people in need at their tables and money in their registers. 

You feel the joy of passing kindness forward! 

Participating Businesses: 

Ayven Grace  Tammy’s Bakery & Cafe  PDP’s 

The Dairy Den    Firefly Ridge     Subway 

Thus far, $445.00 has been raised by community members and members of our congregation to provide free meals to 

members of our community who need it! Please spread the word about this wonderful program to those who may 

wish to give, but more importantly to those who might be in need of a much-deserved meal out.  

WIN – WIN – WIN! 

DONATE TOWARD A MEAL 

for a 

FOOD-INSECURE PERSON OR FAMILY 

and 

SUPPORT A LOCAL BUSINESS 

It’s that time of year again!  We will be collecting school supplies, in partnership with  
the Congregational Church, for our local elementary students. The supplies will be given 
directly to the school, to be distributed to those in the greatest need. Some items we are 
collecting include: 
 
Backpacks  Binders  Folders   Notebooks 
Paper   Crayons  Small Scissors  Pencils 
Erasers   Glue Sticks  Kleenex  Hand Sanitizer 
 
Please bring your donations to the church by Sunday, August 15, 2021. 


