August 2022

Pastoral Letter
In the years leading up to and following the fall of Jerusalem in 587 BC, God spoke to the people in the midst of
their great upheaval through the prophet Jeremiah. After the fall of Jerusalem and the destruction of the Temple,
the Jewish people found themselves in exile in a foreign land, ruled by foreign kings, where people worshipped
other gods. Suddenly, everything that was essential to their faith—the land of Israel, the Temple, and the blessings
of God—were either literally or figuratively stripped away from them.
All hope of a return to the way things had been seemed to be gone, and their connection to the land seemed to be inextricably
severed. It was into this deep uncertainty that Jeremiah spoke his most well-remembered and often quoted words of hope to the
disheartened people of Israel, “’For I know the plans I have for you,’ declares the Lord, ‘plans to prosper you and not to harm you,
plans to give you hope and a future’” (Jeremiah 29:11).
These words are all well and good, but it is the words that come before them that I find most poignant as I reflect on the trials we
face today. It is one thing to know that God has a plan, and that plan is to establish a future filled with hope, but it is an altogether
different feeling to live in the midst of a world that seems to be crumbling around you.
When the world around us is crumbling and the future seems uncertain, God calls us to action—to do the work of building that
future filled with hope. Essentially, that is what Jeremiah was telling the Jewish people in the midst of their exile in Babylon, when
he shared these words:
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This is what the Lord Almighty, the God of Israel, says to all those I carried into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon:
“Build houses and settle down; plant gardens and eat what they produce. 6 Marry and have sons and daughters;
find wives for your sons and give your daughters in marriage, so that they too may have sons and daughters. Increase in number there; do not decrease. 7 Also, seek the peace and prosperity of the city to which I have carried
you into exile. Pray to the Lord for it, because if it prospers, you too will prosper.” (Jeremiah 29:4-7)
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When the going got tough for the people of Israel, God’s instruction was to build a new life for themselves. God didn’t want the
people to wallow in their miseries or to spend their days commiserating about all that was wrong in their lives. On the contrary,
God told the people to keep on living. Even more than that, God called the people to contribute to the wellbeing of their land—
“for if it prospers, you too will prosper.”
So many of us long for the patterns of days gone by—for the good old days—just like the people of Israel longed for a return to
their homeland and the ability to rebuild their Temple. The reality though, is that God never asked us to live in the past. Instead,
we are called to live in the present and to make a life for ourselves in the here and now.
For the Jewish people in Babylon and for us today, that means we need to keep on living in spite of all that seems to be going
wrong in the world around us, and it means that we need to actively strive for “the peace and prosperity of our state, nation, and
world because if the world around us prospers, we too will prosper.”
I encourage you, in the weeks and months ahead, to consider how you might seek peace and prosperity for our community,
state, and nation—how you might contribute to building the future filled with hope which God promises for all people.
May God bless you all,

Pastor Tiffany
Pastor Tiffany is still visiting folks upon request. If you would like a visit, please call the church office or parsonage.

There are three focus areas for the EngageMI program: Learn, Give, and Act. And there will be lots of opportunities for us to
Learn, Give, Act, and grow in our understanding of God and the world throughout the year ahead!
For now, though, we are pleased to announce the list of programs and organizations we plan to support through the
various steps of EngageMI’s “Give” focus area. Be on the look out for more information to come!

STEP 1: Michigan Conference Ministry Shares
We managed pay our 2021 Conference Ministry Shares in full, and even had enough left over to pay our 2022 District Ministry
Shares in full as well! We thank you all for your dedication to this vital work. Our goal is to do just that again in 2022. Our church
has been asked to raise $14,460 this year, and we are confident we can do that.
Funds paid to date: $3,889.00
STEP 2: Michigan Projects
Mission Intern Program—A ministry of the Michigan Annual Conference, encourages young adults to explore servant ministry for
a summer. Interns work to provide summer programming for children and youth in rural and urban areas at locations across our
state including West Branch UMC, Motown Mission, and Cass Community Services.
https://www.facebook.com/MIMissionIntern
Looking Glass Community Outreach—A community based, non-profit agency located in the southwest corner of Shiawassee
County. LGCO collaborates with individuals & families, groups, local churches (like LUMC) and other agencies to enable & empower those in need to tear down any barriers that may cause them to feel alone and isolated from the community as a whole.
Some programs they provide are emergency assistance, volunteer taxi, community garden, and reading assistance. For ways to
support this ministry beyond your financial giving, please look for regular updates in our newsletter and other announcements.
http://lookingglassoutreach.org/
To date: $203.00
STEP 3: National Projects
National Justice for Our Neighbors (NJFON)—supports and empowers a coalition of 20 JFON sites around the country that work
to welcome immigrants and refugees by providing legal assistance that aspiring residents need but cannot afford or access.
Through JFON’s attorneys, they help immigrants understand their choices and navigate the complexities of the legal system.
Through their extensive volunteer corps, they are able to create a welcoming community that honors immigrants as fellow
human beings.
https://njfon.org/about-us/
To date: $157.00
STEP 4: International Projects
Heifer International Living Gifts—This is a project we have supported before and look forward to supporting again! Heifer International works with communities to end hunger and poverty by promoting sustainable farming practices.
https://www.heifer.org/our-work/index.html
To date: $ 840.00
Haitian Assets for Peace International—a grassroots organization in the community of Mizak, Haiti that empowers people,
promotes health and wellness, delivers skilled training, brings technology and creates economic opportunities to grow personal
and community assets for families to thrive not only survive. Their integrated approach harnesses the natural synergy between
health, education, and economic development to create momentum for change.
https://www.haitianassets.org/
Ganta United Methodist Hospital—Provides quality and affordable healthcare in the rural north of Liberia.
https://umcmission.org/advance-project/ganta-united-methodist-hospital/
STEP 5: Methodist Mission Personnel
Chin H. Cho— A missionary with the General Board of Global Ministries serving as the coordinator of the United Methodist
Mission in Mongolia, based in Ulaanbaatar. He was commissioned in June 2015. As the country coordinator, Chin oversees the
several aspects of ministry, working with local Mongolian United Methodist leaders and other missionaries. He engages in the
training of indigenous clergy, who study at the Mongolia Trinity Bible College, where he teaches Wesleyan studies.
https://umcmission.org/missionary-bio/3022047/
STEP 6: United Methodist Committee on Relief Special Project
Finally, the EngageMI program encourages us to go above and beyond our regular UMCOR Sunday Special Offering to extend
continued support to the United Methodist Committee on Relief’s work around the world. This year, we have committed to sending all funds designated for UMCOR that you do not allocate for a specific project or disaster response to Where most needed.
Donations to date: $518.00

“What’s Next?” Initiative Update
An exciting bit of news! Our new piano is here, and we consecrated it in our worship
service on July 24. As you probably know, our piano was over 100 years old, and we
were having some difficulty repairing it. We located a Yamaha Baby Grand that the
kind owners were willing to donate to our church. We only paid to have it moved
here and to have our old one taken away. A generous church member paid to have
that done, so we have a beautiful new piano! We are grateful to all those who were
involved.

Our budget for 2022 totals $158,683.50, which means we have an average of $13,223.63 in expenses each month.
Our average General Fund income for the first quarter of 2022 was $10,726.50 per month. This means our income is
falling substantially short of our financial obligations, and we do not have a reserve to fall back upon.
Thus far, in the first 4 weeks of July, General Fund income is $11,557, which means we have a budget shortfall of
$1,667, however we do still have one more Sunday this month. Special Giving Areas total is $763.
As the Bishop’s cabinet, our District Superintendent, and the Leadership Team continue to discern what is best for the
future of our church, we thank you for all the ways that each of you has contributed to the life of our church through
the years. We want to acknowledge a wonderful historic pattern in our church—your ability to step up whenever
there is a need. That has been a wonderful blessing!
That said, we need to demonstrate a pattern of viability and sustainability. If you have considered changing your
pattern of giving in recent weeks or months, it would be helpful for us to receive an updated pledge from you, so that
we will have a better sense of what our income might look like in the months ahead. Please consider providing us
with an updated pledge.

SERVICE and Mission Opportunities:
So far during the month of July, we have collected $157.00 in our Change for a Change
jar and with direct contributions for National Justice for our Neighbors.
During the month of August, our Change for a Change jar
will be out to collect for the Mission Intern Program.
The Mission Intern Program, a ministry of the Michigan Annual Conference,
encourages young adults to explore servant ministry for a summer. Interns work
to provide summer programming for children and
youth in rural and urban areas.

We received a certificate of
appreciation for the donations
we sent to Heifer International.

Looking Glass Service Opportunities:
Community Garden has begun, and the church
has a garden plot. Please sign-up on the
clipboard or call the office if you would like to help
with that plot. Plants are already planted, and
there will be many tasks to do during the growing season. We especially need people now to
weed and water.
For more information, please contact John Peck.
Volunteer Taxi Drivers are also needed.
(Mileage is reimbursed.)
The Laingsburg Area Food Bank continues to operate out of the building and continues to meet the needs
of some of the most vulnerable members of our community. If you know someone in our community
who is in need, please refer them to the Food Bank. It is open Mondays 1:00-3:00 pm and Thursdays 6:00
-8:00 pm. Would you like to volunteer? Contact the Church Office.

DISCOVERING More about God and Grow in Faith:
We are continuing to progress through our latest Bible Study on the United
Methodist Social Principles! You can join us any time. We meet on Thursdays at
10 am. Our social principles include highly thought-out theological statements on
controversial subjects from our responsibility to care for the environment to our life
together to our engagement in the political sphere and everything in between.

Diana Carpenter and Pastor Tiffany have once again picked up with their podcast series
entitled “Conversations with D n’ T: Spiritual Journeying.” They started out with an
examination of their spiritual journeys to date, and then moved along through some critical
questions about what the Bible is and how some of its more difficult passages can inform our
spiritual journeys. You can find these podcasts on our facebook page, website, iTunes and
YouTube or by clicking on the link provided. https://www.buzzsprout.com/1785279

Coming to God in WORSHIP AND FELLOWSHIP:
Below you will find a list of dates, sermon titles, and scripture lessons.
August 7

Diana Carpenter will be leading us in worship

August 14

Learning to Do Good

Isaiah 1:1, 10-20 and 5:1-7

August 18

Messy Church

6:00-7:30 pm

Messy Church is church, but not church as you know it! It is a way of being church for all-ages to join
in experiencing fun and faith formative activities. Found throughout the globe. Based on the values
of all-ages together, celebration, creativity, hospitality, and centering ourselves in Christ. Our next
Messy Church event will be held on Thursday, August 18 from 6:00-7:30 pm. ALL are Welcome!

August 21

I Knew You

Jeremiah 1:4-10

August 28

Cracked Cisterns

Jeremiah 2:4-13

Coffee Hour Hosts:
Aug 7:

Pam Wagner/Ed Kemp

Aug 14: Jean Austin/Cathy Chubb
Aug 21: Nancy Koerner

Special Music:
Please sign up on the clipboard for Special
Music during the summer months! Or someone in
your family could record special music and send it
in to us—you can sign them up as well!

Aug 28: Joe & Nancy Robinson

BACK TO SCHOOL
Join us on Thursday, August 18 at 7:30 am at the
front of the church to wave and cheer to the
children as they make their way to their first day
of school.

