
     February 2023 

Pastoral Letter 

“Mine Eyes Have Seen…” 

“Mine eyes have seen…”  Who said it?  Was it Simeon? Or Julia Ward Howe? Or Martin Luther King, Jr?  

I grew up believing that these were the words of Martin Luther King, Jr, but I later learned that these words pointed to 

a long and storied past. 

These words were spoken by Simeon. Simeon was an old man who spent his days in the Temple courts awaiting the 

consecration of the Lord, for God had declared to him that he would not die until he had set his eyes upon the Lord’s 

Messiah—Jesus. When Jesus’ parents brought him to the Temple to be presented and consecrated to the Lord—as the 

Law required—Simeon was there waiting. Upon seeing the infant Jesus, Simeon spoke, saying, “Sovereign Lord, as you 

have promised, you may now dismiss your servant in peace, for my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have  

prepared in the sight of all nations…” (Luke 2:22-39). 

These words comprise the opening line of a well-known hymn written by Julia Ward Howe in 1861, popularly known as 

“The Battle Hymn of the Republic.” While the hymn is well-known, its history is often overlooked. Julia Ward Howe was 

an abolitionist and a strong supporter of the Union during the American Civil War. The hymn quickly became the battle 

anthem of the Union troops, hence the name by which it is most well-known. However, in other parts of the world, it is 

known by another name which highlights its opening verse, “Mine Eyes have Seen the Glory of the Coming of the 

Lord…”  

Too often, this hymn is sung with a patriotic or nationalistic intent that causes it to lose its original intent. This intent 

can be clearly seen in the sixth and final verse that is all too often not sung or completely removed from hymnals. The 

closing line of the original final verse reads, “As [Christ] died to make men holy, let us [live] to make men free.” When 

one reads or sings this final verse, it becomes hard to deny that the hymn is one of liberation. 

It was this hymn of liberation and the prophetic words of Simeon that Martin Luther King, Jr. was pointing to as he 

spoke the closing words of his final speech, “Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord.” In speaking 

these words, he not only said that like Simeon he was prepared to be “dismissed in peace,” but he also declared that 

he would go from this world in the knowledge and assurance that his dream would one day be realized. 

It is my prayer, as we enter into Black History Month together, that we will all take a little extra time to examine more 

closely the histories we take for granted, that we might remember that 55 years later King’s dream is still a work in 

progress.  That there are still people today who have not been free, and that we may never become so comfortable in 

our own freedom that we forget that Christ still calls us to do the hard work of liberating those who are oppressed.  

May God bless you all,  

Pastor Tiffany 

 

Would you like to visit with Pastor Tiffany? If so, please call the church office or parsonage and she would be delighted 

to make arrangements to visit with you at your home or at the church, whatever is most comfortable for you!  



 

 

Our General Fund operating budget for 2022 totaled $156,383.50. While our income to this fund for 2022 totaled 
$150,961, our expenses came in at $158,473. This deficit between our income and expenses was covered in large part by a 
surplus we had going into 2022 from the George Palmer Fund. If you are not familiar with the George Palmer Fund, be on 
the lookout for more information during worship in the coming weeks. We were not able to draw any further resources 
from this fund coming into 2023 due to the current state of our economy and the overall performance of the fund through 
2022. 
Please know that we are being as frugal as possible as we continue to do God's work. Our budget for 2023 is still in  
progress, but we currently anticipate a total budget of $167,340 in the General Fund. After prayerful consideration, we 
made substantial cuts to a number of areas of the budget, including the pastor's reimbursable expenses. Regrettably, we 
also elected not to provide raises to any of our support staff for 2023 and will be depending on substantial support from 
the District to cover the expenses of our pastor's salary and benefits package.   
Despite these cuts and the assistance of the District, our anticipated budget for 2023 has come in at $10,957 greater than 
our 2022 budget. Your continued support of our ministries with your prayers, presence, gifts, service, and witness continue 
to be a valued and vital part of our continued ministry and life together.  

             -Your Leadership Team 

 

 

We managed to accomplish quite a lot in 2022, given our limited financial resources, thanks to a few individuals who 
volunteered their time and talents to get things done. 
That said, there is still much to be done.   Our working list of things that need to be completed in the year, or years, 
ahead is as follows: 

• Repairing the concrete issues in the Narthex. 

• Resurfacing the parking lot. 

• Repairing the concrete area of the driveway and parking lot. 

• Addressing ice buildup below the downspout by the ramp entrance. 

• Finding a more permanent solution to marking the edge of our parking lot, to prevent further damage to our 

neighbor’s lawn. 

• Repair and/or replacing the lights in the parking lot. 

• Replacing and/or retrofitting new ballasts as needed in the fellowship hall and bathrooms. 

• Completing the Prayer Garden and Bell project. 

• Emptying and removing the shed. 

• Continued updates to the lighting in the sanctuary 

If you have the time or talents to assist with any of these projects, please let Matt Wagner or the church office know.  

If you feel led to support any of these efforts financially, you may make a contribution to the Facilities Fund. 

We continue to need volunteers to assist with clearing snow from our walkways and steps throughout the week and 

especially on Sunday mornings.  If this is something your are able to assist with, please let the church office know. 

 

 

 

 

We are continuing to progress through our latest Bible Study on the United  

Methodist Social Principles! You can join us any time.  We meet on Thursdays at  10 am. 

Our social principles include highly thought-out theological statements on controversial 

subjects from our responsibility to care for the  environment to our life together to our 

engagement in the political sphere and everything in between.  

 

DISCOVERING More about God and Grow in Faith: 

Trustees Corner: 

A Report from the Leadership Team: 



    

 Our Change for a Change jar will be out in February for Readers to Leaders.  We have collected 

$150 of our goal of $600.  

 

February 28 will be our next Blood Drive at LUMC from 2:00-6:00 pm.  If you are able, please consider donating blood! 

 

 

Looking Glass Outreach continues its ministry and needs volunteers. 

                                                              Taxi drivers are needed. 

 

 

The Laingsburg Area Food Bank is serving an increased number of clients at this time.  Your donation 

of food, personal care items, or money is greatly appreciated.  Also, volunteers are always welcome. 

 

 

 

     Below you will find a list of dates, sermon titles, and scripture lessons.   

February 5 “You Are”    Matthew 5:13-20 

 

February 12 “On Being a Good Steward”  Genesis 1:26-2:1, 6:5-8,  9:9-15 

February 12 “Second Sunday Breakfast”    9:00 am 

  

February 16 Messy Church      6:00-7:30 pm  
 

Messy Church is church, but not church as you know it! It is a way of being church for all-ages to join 

in experiencing fun and faith formative activities. Found throughout the globe. Based on the values of 

all-ages together, celebration, creativity, hospitality, and centering ourselves in Christ. Our next  

Messy Church event will be held on Thursday, February 16 from 6:00-7:30 pm.   ALL are Welcome! 

 

February 19 “The King of Glory”   Matthew 17:1-9 and 2Peter 1:16-21 

 

February 22 Ash Wednesday    Worship Service at 7:00 pm 

 

February 26      First Sunday of Lent 
 

               March 1—Wednesday      Dinner & Evening Prayer       at 6:00 pm each Wednesday of Lent, join us for soup &  

       sandwiches & a service of prayer  

Coming to God in WORSHIP AND FELLOWSHIP: 

Coffee Hour Hosts: 

 

 Feb. 5:   Clint & Carrie Rathbun Hawks 

 Feb. 12:   Martha West 

 Feb. 19:   Dave & Jessie Sebenick 

 Feb. 26:   Pat Hibbard 

SERVICE and Mission Opportunities: 

Fat Tuesday Pancake Supper 

Join us Tuesday, February 21 from 5:00-7:00 pm 

for a pancake supper. 

A Free Will Donation will go towards 

Readers to Leaders. 



 

Core finally celebrates Christmas 
  
Mother Nature didn’t cooperate with our original date for our annual Christmas party, so we stayed patient 
and got together Jan. 4. It was well worth the wait! 
  
Here are some photos of our frivolity that night, which included snacks by Pastor Tiffany and Carrie, a baked 
potato bar dinner by the Sebenicks, and dessert by the Billings family. We also played several games, read 
and discussed a devotional on making a new year’s resolution of getting closer to God, and our traditional 
white elephant gift exchange. 
  
Next up: Camp Barakel retreat and the Fat Tuesday Pancake Dinner to benefit the Readers to Leaders  
program. Hope to see you all there! 
 

 



 


