
A Message from the Pastor                                           July 2021 

“Look! I’m doing a new thing; 

now it sprouts up; don’t you recognize it? 

I’m making a way in the desert, 

paths in the wilderness.” (Isaiah 43:19) 

As this pandemic seems to finally be coming to a close, in America at least, these heartfelt words that God spoke to 

the prophet Isaiah resonate in my mind. The later chapters of Isaiah were written in the years immediately leading  

up to and following the Israelites’ return from exile in Babylon. While I cannot pretend that we have experienced   

anything remotely close to what the Israelites experienced during their exile in Babylon, over the past year or so, we 

have experienced a sort of exile of our own. For so long we were exiled from so many of the aspects of our lives that 

gave our lives meaning—worshiping together on Sunday mornings, traveling, spending time with family, enjoying a 

meal out with friends, or having people over for cook outs. So many important life transitions have gone uncelebrat-

ed, from graduations to funerals, weddings, and births and so much more. 

With the blessing of the Covid-19 vaccine and thanks to so many people who have been willing and eager to be      

vaccinated, we have turned a corner. God is doing a new thing! We are reaching the end of the path God has created 

for us through this desert season. 

When the Israelites returned from exile, they were not the same people that they were before the exile. Nor could 

they have been. Generations went by in the interim. The same is true for us. If we want to survive and thrive in this 

post-covid world, we too have to acknowledge and embrace the ways in which these experiences have changed us. 

None of us can go back to the person we were before Covid-19, nor should we. The same is true for our church.  

Look! God is doing a new thing! And that new thing is a good thing, a blessed thing, just as it was for the Israelites 

who returned to their homeland. 

I am so excited to see all of the good and new things God works in our congregation and in our community as we 

come out of the darkness and despair of this pandemic and into the hope and light of a new tomorrow. I am so  

grateful to all of the church leaders who have stepped up to lead us through, and I am so proud of each of you for 

stepping out into this brave new tomorrow together.  

Blessings,  

Pastor Tiffany 

P.S. Keep reading to learn about some of the new things God has in store for us this month! 

 

       July 2021 



REMINDER:  Pastor Tiffany is still visiting folks upon request. If you would like a visit, please give me a call at the church 

office or parsonage and I would be delighted to make arrangements to visit you at your home, on your porch or patio, 

or at the church, whatever is most comfortable for you! All best safety practices will be followed during these visits for 

your health, mine, and the health of others I am regularly in contact with. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JULY 2021 REPORT OF THE LEADERSHIP TEAM 

We are pleased to offer you a Leadership Team report that is short and to the point this month! 

 Masks will no longer be required in the church building (unless you are unvaccinated). As we expect an in-

creased attendance at our upcoming worship services (which will include live music and singing!) we plan to designate 

a space in the sanctuary for those members who feel most comfortable remaining masked. Out of respect and love for 

those people, we ask that you wear a mask when to greet someone in that section. 

 We will no longer require people to sign in or have their temperature checked. 

 Food and beverages will be permitted. Yay, Coffee and Potlucks! 

 There will no longer be any Covid-19 restrictions placed on community organizations, funerals, weddings, or 

other outside groups that would like to use the church property (apart from the request that unvaccinated people 

continue to wear masks inside the building). 

 We do ask that all groups continue to clean all surfaces following events. 

 As we have all along, we will continue to defer to state and national health guidelines. 

 Many blessings to you all, 

  —The Leadership Team 

   David Sebenick  John Peck  Diana Carpenter Wendy Veiner 

   Jean Austin  Clint Hawks  Martha West  Hannah Sebenick 

A special THANK YOU to Ed and 

Diana Carpenter for hosting the 

Ordination Celebration for Pastor 

Tiffany at the farm on June 13!  It 

was a great afternoon to share 

that special time with her. 

Friends and Family of LUMC, 

Thank you all for your generosity in 

holding an amazing ordination party 

and in providing me with an amazing 

travel communion set.  I can’t wait for 

the opportunity to use it!  I am also 

looking forward to shopping for a 

new robe to wear with the beautiful 

new stole the quilters made for me. 

       With gratitude, 
       Pastor Tiffany 



UPCOMING EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

This Summer and into the Fall, we will be working our way through a worship and preaching series that will take us all 

the way through the book of Genesis. This book tells the story of the beginning of God’s creation and of God’s chosen 

people. We will cover a few chapters each week. Here is a snapshot of where we have been in the past few weeks and 

where we are headed in the month ahead, in the event that you would like to follow along or read ahead: 

June 13   Genesis 1-3   Did Eve Get a Bad Rap?  Diana Carpenter 

June 20   Genesis 4-5   The First Family   John Peck 

June 27   Genesis 6-7   The Flood   Pastor Tiffany 

July 4   Genesis 8-9:17   God’s Covenant with Noah 

July 11   Genesis 9:18-10:32  The Second First Family 

July 18   Genesis 11-12   Babel and Beyond 

July 25   Genesis 13-14:16  Abram and Lot 

August 1  Genesis 14:17-15:21  God’s Covenant with Abram 

 

WARNING:  Genesis is full of beautiful blessings, promises, and examples of God’s grace extended to creation            

and humanity;  however, it also has its darker side.  In the firm belief that all scripture is God inspired and good           

for teaching, we will not be shying away from these darker sides of Genesis. 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO LEARN AND GROW IN FAITH:   

BIBLE STUDY—Pastor Tiffany and Diana Carpenter are continuing to co-teach a study based upon Peter Enns book    

entitled “The Bible Tells Me So.” This will be an enlivening opportunity to address some of the more challenging        

aspects the Bible presents us with. We would be delighted to have you join us at 10 am on Wednesdays! You may     

join us in-person or by computer or smart phone by clicking on this link https://us02web.zoom.us/j/133177357 or       

by landline or other phone by dialing 1 312 626 6799 followed by 133177357# when prompted for the meeting ID  

number. 

PODCASTS: Diana Carpenter and Pastor Tiffany have launched a new podcast series entitled “Conversations with D n’ T: 

Spiritual Journeying” in which we will strive to enhance people’s understanding of God and church, as we walk our spir-

itual journeys. Through this series we hope to ask and answer some of the tough questions about God, faith, church, 

and so much more, so that we can all become more comfortable asking these questions and enhance our spiritual jour-

neys in the process. Some topics we have explored already are our personal spiritual journeys, our general rules for 

living as disciples of Jesus Christ, and defining what the Bible is.  If there are topics you would like to hear us cover, 

please let us know.   You can find these podcasts on our facebook page, website, and (coming soon!) YouTube. 



OPPORTUNITIES TO GIVE BACK: 

The Special Sunday offering funds we received in June will go toward Peace with Justice Sunday. Peace with Justice Sunday 

is one of the special Sundays of The United Methodist Church. Each year, on the first Sunday after Pentecost, United Methodists 

celebrate efforts across the connection that are building peace with justice. Funds raised through this Special Sunday Offering go to 

support such efforts across our connection. 

ENGAGEMI UPDATE: Our Church continues to strive to meet our EngageMI 2021 Learn, Act, and Give goals. We have taken 

some steps toward our Act goals by providing the breakfast and welcome kits for the carnival workers at this year’s carnival and by 

stepping up to manage the funds for the Money4Meals program! This month, we would like to focus our Giving efforts on the na-

tional project we selected along with the two projects we highlighted within our Conference. If you would like to make a contribu-

tion to one of those projects (listed below) or to our general ministry shares you may do so through your preferred giving method. 

 

 

 

STEP 1: Michigan Conference Ministry Shares 

We managed to pay our 2020 Conference Ministry Shares in full, despite the pandemic and we are so proud of you all for helping 
make that possible! Our goal is to do just that again in 2021. Our church has been asked to raise $14,760, this is a decrease of 
over $2,000 compared to last year, so we are confident we can reach that goal! 

Funds raised to date: $3,618.00 

STEP 2: Michigan Projects 

United Methodist Community House—has been a venerable, trusted resource in Grand Rapids, MI, providing expansive services 
for everyone from infants to senior citizens in a warm, inclusive, multi-cultural atmosphere since 1902. It was originally founded 
by the United Methodist Women. 

Funds raised to date: $50.00 

Wesley Woods Bathhouse Replacement—funds donated to this project will fund the replacement of the 50+ year old bathhouse 
at Wesley Woods United Methodist Camp in Dowling, MI. Completion of this project will serve over 500 children and youth who 
attend Wesley Woods each Summer. 

Funds raised to date: $ 

STEP 3: National Projects 

National Justice for Our Neighbors (NJFON)—supports and empowers a coalition of 20 JFON sites around the country that work 
to welcome immigrants and refugees by providing legal assistance that aspiring residents need but cannot afford or access. 
Through JFON’s attorneys, they help immigrants understand their choices and navigate the complexities of the legal system. 
Through their extensive volunteer corps, they are able to create a welcoming community that honors immigrants as fellow hu-
man beings. 

WIN – WIN – WIN! 

DONATE TOWARD A MEAL 

for a 

FOOD-INSECURE PERSON OR FAMILY 

and 

SUPPORT A LOCAL BUSINESS 

Everyone likes to eat out once in awhile but not everyone can afford it. Our restaurants are coming back 

from the pandemic. Money for Meals puts people in need at their tables and money in their registers 

You feel the joy of passing kindness forward! 

Participating Businesses: 

Ayven Grace  Tammy’s Bakery & Cafe  PDP’s 

The Dairy Den  Firefly Ridge   Subway 



 

  

Vacation Bible School 

is back!! 

WHO:     Preschool age -5th grade 
 
WHAT:   Join us for VBS 2021! 
 
WHEN:  Sunday 7/18  3-5 pm 
        Monday 7/19  6-8 pm    
               Tuesday 7/20  6-8 pm 
 
WHERE:  LUMC  
   210 Crum Street 
   Laingsburg, MI 
 
WHY:     It’s a Quest for God’s  
  Great Light! 

 

 

 
Snacks will be provided each session.   

Covid precautions will be taken.  Most activities will 
take place outdoors.  Participants will be masked 

for indoor activities.   
 

Please RSVP interest to Jessie Sebenick at LUMC or 
Mary Stevens at St. Isidore-Holy Family. 

laingsburgumc@gmail.com  or  
marystevens@stisidorechurch.org 

We are so excited to be able to have VBS this year!  As always, we need help to 

make this a wonderful experience for all the children who will attend.  Please call 

or email the church office if you can be a volunteer or if you have any of the items 

needed.  If you can loan us any of these items and want them back, that will be 

fine. 

 

Items needed: 

 2 tarps 

 2 beach balls 

 6 pool noodles 

 PVC pipes, elbows, couplings- 
 whatever you have– don’t 
 buy any 

 Individually wrapped animal crackers—

enough for 36 people 

 Mini waters—enough for 36 people 

 Bag of 100 balloons 

 


