July 2022

Pastoral Letter
Inconvenient Truths of the Bible: On Speaking Oaths
“Again, you have heard that it was said to the people long ago, ‘Do not break your oath, but fulfill to the
Lord the vows you have made.’ But I tell you, do not swear an oath at all: either by heaven, for it is God’s throne; or by
the earth, for it is his footstool; or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the Great King. And do not swear by your head, for
you cannot make even one hair white or black. All you need to say is simply ‘Yes’ or No’; anything beyond this comes
from the evil one.” (Matthew 5:33-37, NIV)
Jesus spoke these words in the midst of his longest dialogue outlining his moral teachings for the world—the Sermon
on the Mount. In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus offered his statement along with a series of other statements
following the formula “You have heard it said… but I say to you…” In this regard, Jesus moral teaching turned the moral
teachings of his day on their head.
Jesus’ teaching is pretty clear here: we should not swear oaths. There is little room for ambiguity here and there is very
little wiggle room. The Greek word used here is rooted in the Greek word meaning perjury. Therefore, to speak an
oath, make a vow, or pledge an allegiance that cannot be kept would be as if to perjure yourself before God or the one
to whom you have spoken the oath, vow, or pledge. Understanding this means that the only way to completely avoid
perjuring oneself is by refraining from speaking any oaths, vows, or pledges.
We do it all the time though, right? Right! I mean, we pledge allegiance to the United States pretty regularly. If any of
you have ever testified in a court of law or signed a sworn statement, then you have sworn an oath that your statements contained “the whole truth and nothing but the truth.” We even speak oaths and vows within the life of the
church. Those among us who have been baptized spoke baptismal vows (or had them spoken for us). Those among us
who have become members of the church have spoken membership vows. I even spoke vows at my ordination.
So if we speak oaths and vows all the time, then what’s the big deal? To answer this, the story of Jephthah comes to
mind. Now, Jephthah was a Judge over the people of Israel during the period before the people were ruled by kings.
One of the roles of a judge was to lead the people in battle. Well, on the eve of what seemed an unwinnable battle
with the Ammonites, Jephthah made a vow to God saying, “If you give the Ammonites into my hands, whatever comes
out of the door of my house to meet me when I return in triumph… I will sacrifice it as a burnt offering” (Judges 11:3031, NIV).
Jephthah kept his vow, he did not perjure himself before God or the people, but it cost him his daughter’s life for she
was the first to greet him upon his safe return home. Oaths, vows, and pledges are dangerous things. To speak them
and maintain our integrity in them can cost us dearly. As Jesus tried to caution the people of his day, it is better to
never swear an oath than to ever be bound by one we might not be capable of keeping.
May God bless you all,

Pastor Tiffany

“What’s Next?” Initiative Update
Now that the mortgage has been paid off, we on the Leadership Team are inviting everyone to consider: “What’s
Next?” Now that we have paid our mortgage off and are debt free, where to we go from here?
Today, the Leadership Team wants to make you aware of some critical information regarding our General Operating
Budget. As you can see on the pie chart below:
Our budget for 2022 totals $156,383.50, which means we have an average of $13,031.96 in expenses each month.
Our average General Fund income for the first quarter of 2022 was $10,726.50 per month. This means our income is
falling substantially short of our financial obligations and we do not have a reserve to fall back upon.
As you will notice, the General Fund budget is broken down into eight categories, beginning with our five Missional
Focus Areas: Service, Outreach, Fellowship, Worship, and Discovery. The additional three categories are Administration, Parsonage Expenses, and Church Expenses. Included under Administration are pastoral compensation and
administrative assistant expenses as well as other office operating expenses. Parsonage and Church Expenses include
bills for the electric, sewer, internet, water softening, and garbage services at the parsonage and church respectively.
In an ideal world, these three portions of the budget would be equally divided among each of the Missional Focus
Area budgets, as they are essential to the work of each area, but that would have made for a nightmare for our
treasurer, so we took pity on her.

Total $156,383.50

All of the funds allocated in our budget empower our congregation to engage fully in its mission of “nurturing
disciples of Jesus Christ in intentional Christian community through Outreach, Worship, Service, Discovery, and
Fellowship.”
We thank you for all that you do to enable, empower, and direct the ministries of our church, and invite you to
consider ways that you might be able to engage more fully with these ministries.
For a fuller view of our overall budget and the work of each of our Missional Focus Teams, please take a look at our
Narrative Budget under Stewardship on our website.
—Your Leadership Team

SERVICE and Mission Opportunities:

Mission trip a successful service and bonding opportunity!
We’re back, and what a wonderful time we had! Our 10 travelers
survived the six-plus hour drive each way to and from Pawnee to make
memories that will surely last a lifetime. (Okay, so it was more like nine
hours each way with food stops and construction, but who was
counting.)

The Midwest Distribution Center is truly a marvel and an experience. The
work they do goes way beyond supporting UMCOR. Their partners are
too numerous to list in this article. Suffice it to say they live up to their
mantra of “sending hope and empowerment around the world and
around the corner.” We were honored to be part of their faith-driven,
hard-working efforts by assembling school and personal hygiene kits. The
hygiene kits will be used by UMCOR domestically in response to disasters. The school kits will go to Honduras through MDC partner Food for
the Poor. The recipients will know the kits came from our group, and
we’ll receive word back once they’re received and put to use. We’ll share
about all the things MDC does later this summer when the youth group makes its presentation to the congregation.
Whether it was while working at the center, preparing for our time of service or in one of our hotel rooms used for storing food and eating breakfast
together, we had wonderful times of fellowship, prayer and devotional
study. The group welcomed Ethan Sebenick, who has been waiting patiently
for his turn to join. We also had a returning Core member, Dan Miller, come
along. It was great to have him back with us.
Since we were so near to Springfield, on Thursday afternoon we journeyed
there and visited Abraham Lincoln’s Presidential Museum, family tomb and
the home where he and Mary Todd lived before going to the White House.
There was also a stop at a fun Route 66 restaurant and museum, though the
museum wasn’t open at the time. The kids were bummed (and probably the adults too!).
This journey was made possible by the support of many people. Thank you! It’s been on the group’s wish list for quite
awhile to do a mission trip. While we may have checked it off, it’s safe to say the service bug has bitten and there may
be more adventures in the future! God bless!
Carrie Rathbun Hawks
Core Co-coordinator

Each Sunday during the month of July, we will have the Change for a Change jar ready for
your change which will go to National Justice for our Neighbors. You can read more about
this important ministry on the next page. (EngageMi page.)
During June, we collected $ 203.00 for Looking Glass Community Outreach.

Native American Sunday

July 17

Native American Ministries Sunday serves to remind United Methodists of the gifts and contributions made by Native Americans to our society and in our communities. With more than 20,000
Native Americans within the denomination, this Special Sunday helps to ensure that Native
American United Methodist leaders are recognized and to celebrate their special voice in The
United Methodist Church.
Donations support vital ministries and churches in the Native American communities and allow
The UMC to partner with existing native ministries to develop new programs on behalf of Native
Americans. Half of the donations collected remain within the Annual Conference to provide hope
to children and youth, hope for a brighter future in impoverished communities and a voice to
those who have felt voiceless for years.
An update on our Heifer International donations:
We collected $840 which was sent to Heifer International to purchase the following animals:
1 heifer
$500.00
1 alpaca
150.00
1 goat
120.00
2 flocks chicks 40.00
1 hive of bees
30.00

Looking Glass Service Opportunities:
Community Garden has begun, and the church
has a garden plot. Please sign-up on the
clipboard or call the office if you would like to
help with that plot. Plants are already planted,
and there will be many tasks to do during the
growing season.
For more information, please contact John Peck.
Volunteer Taxi Drivers are also needed.
(Mileage is reimbursed.)

The Laingsburg Area Food Bank continues to operate out of the building and continues to meet
the needs of some of the most vulnerable members of our community. If you know someone in
our community who is in need, please refer them to the Food Bank. It is open Mondays 1:00-3:00
pm and Thursdays 6:00-8:00 pm. Would you like to volunteer? Contact the Church Office and we

There are three focus areas for the EngageMI program: Learn, Give, and Act. And there will be lots of opportunities for us to
Learn, Give, Act, and grow in our understanding of God and the world throughout the year ahead!
For now, though, we are pleased to announce the list of programs and organizations we plan to support through the
various steps of EngageMI’s “Give” focus area. Be on the look out for more information to come!

STEP 1: Michigan Conference Ministry Shares
We managed pay our 2021 Conference Ministry Shares in full, and even had enough left over to pay our 2022 District Ministry
Shares in full as well! We thank you all for your dedication to this vital work. Our goal is to do just that again in 2022. Our church
has been asked to raise $14,460 this year, and we are confident we can do that.
Funds paid to date: $3,889.00
STEP 2: Michigan Projects
Mission Intern Program—A ministry of the Michigan Annual Conference, encourages young adults to explore servant ministry for
a summer. Interns work to provide summer programming for children and youth in rural and urban areas at locations across our
state including West Branch UMC, Motown Mission, and Cass Community Services.
https://www.facebook.com/MIMissionIntern
Looking Glass Community Outreach—A community based, non-profit agency located in the southwest corner of Shiawassee
County. LGCO collaborates with individuals & families, groups, local churches (like LUMC) and other agencies to enable & empower those in need to tear down any barriers that may cause them to feel alone and isolated from the community as a whole.
Some programs they provide are emergency assistance, volunteer taxi, community garden, and reading assistance. For ways to
support this ministry beyond your financial giving, please look for regular updates in our newsletter and other announcements.
http://lookingglassoutreach.org/
To date: $203.00
STEP 3: National Projects
National Justice for Our Neighbors (NJFON)—supports and empowers a coalition of 20 JFON sites around the country that work
to welcome immigrants and refugees by providing legal assistance that aspiring residents need but cannot afford or access.
Through JFON’s attorneys, they help immigrants understand their choices and navigate the complexities of the legal system.
Through their extensive volunteer corps, they are able to create a welcoming community that honors immigrants as fellow
human beings.
https://njfon.org/about-us/
STEP 4: International Projects
Heifer International Living Gifts—This is a project we have supported before and look forward to supporting again! Heifer International works with communities to end hunger and poverty by promoting sustainable farming practices.
https://www.heifer.org/our-work/index.html
To date: $ 840.00
Haitian Assets for Peace International—a grassroots organization in the community of Mizak, Haiti that empowers people,
promotes health and wellness, delivers skilled training, brings technology and creates economic opportunities to grow personal
and community assets for families to thrive not only survive. Their integrated approach harnesses the natural synergy between
health, education, and economic development to create momentum for change.
https://www.haitianassets.org/
Ganta United Methodist Hospital—Provides quality and affordable healthcare in the rural north of Liberia.
https://umcmission.org/advance-project/ganta-united-methodist-hospital/
STEP 5: Methodist Mission Personnel
Chin H. Cho— A missionary with the General Board of Global Ministries serving as the coordinator of the United Methodist
Mission in Mongolia, based in Ulaanbaatar. He was commissioned in June 2015. As the country coordinator, Chin oversees the
several aspects of ministry, working with local Mongolian United Methodist leaders and other missionaries. He engages in the
training of indigenous clergy, who study at the Mongolia Trinity Bible College, where he teaches Wesleyan studies.
https://umcmission.org/missionary-bio/3022047/
STEP 6: United Methodist Committee on Relief Special Project
Finally, the EngageMI program encourages us to go above and beyond our regular UMCOR Sunday Special Offering to extend
continued support to the United Methodist Committee on Relief’s work around the world. This year, we have committed to sending all funds designated for UMCOR that you do not allocate for a specific project or disaster response to Where most needed.
Donations to date: $518.00

DISCOVERING More about God and Grow in Faith:
We are continuing to progress through our latest Bible Study on the United
Methodist Social Principles! You can join us any time. We meet on Thursdays at
10 am. Our social principles include highly thought-out theological statements on
controversial subjects from our responsibility to care for the environment to our life
together to our engagement in the political sphere and everything in between.
Diana Carpenter and Pastor Tiffany have once again picked up with their podcast series
entitled “Conversations with D n’ T: Spiritual Journeying.” They started out with an
examination of their spiritual journeys to date, and then moved along through some critical
questions about what the Bible is and how some of its more difficult passages can inform our
spiritual journeys. NOW, they are following Diana as she continues her spiritual journey of
reflection and prayer as she travels along US 12 across the United States with her sidekick
Pocket. You can find these podcasts on our facebook page, website, iTunes and YouTube or
by clicking on the link provided. https://www.buzzsprout.com/1785279

Coming to God in WORSHIP AND FELLOWSHIP:
Below you will find a list of dates, sermon titles, and scripture lessons.
July 3
July 10

July 17
July 21

Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
What does the Lord Require of you, Noah?

Genesis 9:1-19

Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
What does the Lord Require of you, Abraham?

Genesis 12:1-3; 17:9-14

Sixth Sunday after Pentecost
What does the Lord Require of you, Moses?

Genesis 20:1-21

Messy Church

6:00-7:30 pm

Messy Church is church, but not church as you know it! It is a way of being church for all-ages to join
in experiencing fun and faith formative activities. Found throughout the globe. Based on the values
of all-ages together, celebration, creativity, hospitality, and centering ourselves in Christ. Our next
Messy Church event will be held on Thursday, July 21 from 6:00-7:30 pm. ALL are Welcome!

July 24
July 31

Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
What does the Lord Require of you, David?

2 Samuel 7:1-16

Eighth Sunday after Pentecost
What does the Lord Require of you?

Jeremiah 31:31-40

Coffee Hour Hosts:
July 3:

Duane & Glenna Ginther

July 10:

Ed & Diana Carpenter

July 17:

John & Joan Peck

July 24:

Matt & Lori Wagner

July 31:

Tom & Sandy Turek

Special Music:
Please sign up on the clipboard for Special
Music during the summer months! Or someone in
your family could record special music and send it
in to us—you can sign them up as well!

TRUSTEES CORNER
There are a number of projects that are on our list to be accomplished. If you could volunteer your time and
talents to help with these and/or make a donation, that would be greatly appreciated!
Upcoming Projects at the Church:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Carpets cleaned - completed
Painting in bathrooms and pastor’s office.
Replacing stained ceiling tiles.
Replace ballasts and lights in fellowship hall, bathroom, closets, nursery with LED.
Fix lighting in sanctuary.
Replace exterior light photosensors.
Replace safety light at back of church.
Replace and adjust parking lot lights.
Emptying and removing shed, to reclaim some yard space for future pastors.
Replacing window in pastor’s office. ($1140) - under contract
Replacing blinds in the fellowship hall.
Repairs and maintenance to refrigerator.

Upcoming Projects at the Parsonage:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Painting in entryway, stairwell, laundry room, master bedroom.
Install cabinets or storage shelves in laundry room.
Repair garage door opener.
Fix lazy Susan door.
Repair or replace bedroom window broken in the hailstorm. (completed)
Replace attic windows. (completed)
Replace basement windows. (completed)

