
A Message from the Pastor                                           June 2021 

 

35 Later that day, when evening came, Jesus said to them, “Let’s cross over to the other side of the lake.” 36 They left 

the crowd and took him in the boat just as he was. Other boats followed along. 
37 Gale-force winds arose, and waves crashed against the boat so that the boat was swamped. 38 But Jesus was in the 

rear of the boat, sleeping on a pillow. They woke him up and said, “Teacher, don’t you care that we’re drowning?” 
39 He got up and gave orders to the wind, and he said to the lake, “Silence! Be still!” The wind settled down and there 

was a great calm. 40 Jesus asked them, “Why are you frightened? Don’t you have faith yet?” (Mark 4:35-40, CEB) 

 

As I write this, I find myself sighing a very deep sigh of relief. I don’t know about you, but there were days in 

the midst of the stormy seas that have been this pandemic that I was beginning to wonder when Jesus was going to 

wake up and do something! Even as I had these thoughts, I could hear Jesus’ reply to the disciples when they awoke 

him from his slumber at the helm of the boat during the storm: “Don’t you have faith yet?” The tide of the pandemic, 

in our country at least, has finally begun to turn. Even as I sigh my own sigh of relief, I can feel the collective sigh of 

relief being breathed throughout our nation. Things are finally beginning to return to normal! Even as the stormy seas 

of the pandemic begin to calm around us, we must remember that many of our siblings in Christ continue the struggle 

to remain afloat in these storms. We must not forget them in the midst of our celebrations nor in our prayers. 

I have been so proud of the work of our church’s Leadership Team throughout these difficult times. They 

have had so many impossible decisions laid at their feet in the last year and each time they rose to the occasion with 

open hearts, minds, and souls. Every step of the way, they have strived to honor their duty of care to each of you   

and their Christian call to love their neighbor. As restrictions are being lifted left and right, they remain committed to 

living this out in all of their decisions and discussions. 

And boy have these discussion and decisions yielded some exciting things in recent months! There are plans 

in the works for a grand return to in-person worship, with SINGING, new in-person fellowship opportunities, mission 

projects, outreach events, and the construction of a new prayer garden (you can find out more on all of this by read-

ing the Missional Focus Team Reports below). I am so excited to be seeing our church coming alive with energy and 

exuberance once more!  

 

       June 2021 



If you happen to cross paths with a member of our Leadership Team, please be sure to thank them for step-

ping up and making so many of these tough decisions of late.  I look forward to seeing so many of you face to face 

again in the coming weeks. 

Blessings,  

Pastor Tiffany 

REMINDER: I am still visiting folks upon request. If you would like a visit, please give me a call at the church office or 

parsonage and I would be delighted to make arrangements to visit you at your home, on your porch or patio, or at the 

church, whatever is most comfortable for you! All best safety practices will be followed during these visits for your 

health, mine, and the health of others I am regularly in contact with. 

 

 

June 2021 Report of the Leadership Team 

 The Leadership Team would like to begin by thanking all of you who have been willing and able to receive your vaccina-

tions. Getting vaccinated is an essential step in getting beyond this pandemic and we thank you for doing your part. If you have 

not yet received your vaccination and are eligible to do so, we encourage you to do so. 

 We would also like to take a moment to thank you all for your patience and dedication to the life and ministries of our 

church as we have tried to navigate these uncharted waters together. As ever, the Leadership Team remains committed to devel-

oping worship, service, discovery, fellowship, and outreach ministries during these uncertain times in a way that keeps everyone 

as safe as possible. You can find more information on some of the exciting new plans we have in the works by reading the mission-

al focus team reports below.  

At our most recent meeting on May 11, 2021, with things beginning to look up and improve, we felt it was a good time to 

begin making a few amendments what our current Covid-19 protocols were. As you read through our latest protocols, please be 

cognizant that we made the choices we did with a few key rationales in mind. First, we want to provide the safest opportunities 

possible for all concerned. Second, we are striving to continue to offer worship opportunities that will be comfortable for the vac-

cinated and the unvaccinated among us as well as those who are ready to remove their masks and those who are not. Finally, we 

continue to live into our United Methodist call to “do no harm” by remaining cautious as restrictions are slowly lifted. 

 

Laingsburg UMC’s Covid-19 Protocols effective May 11, 2021: 

         No more than 25 individuals permitted at small group gatherings inside. 

All individuals must sign-in. 

Temperatures must be taken. 

Masks must be worn at all times inside the building. 

Fully vaccinated people can remove masks at outside gatherings, so long as social distancing is practiced. 

Fully vaccinated people can be unmasked when engaged in speaking publicly in the presence of others who 

are vaccinated. 

Proper hand hygiene should be practiced. 

Social Distancing should be maintained at all times. 

All meetings should be held in the Fellowship Hall, Narthex or Sanctuary. 

Groups should clean all surfaces following your gathering. 

No food or drinks will be allowed inside the building at this time.  

Prepacked food and beverages may be consumed at outdoor gatherings. 

 



  

To limit the exposure and points of contact for our staff, no one will be admitted to the church office during, immedi-

ately prior to, or following any small group gathering.  

If your group needs to make copies, please email that information to the church office prior to your meeting 

and Karolyn will have those items printed for you. 

If you are coming for a small group and would like to drop something off for the office, please leave it in Ka-

rolyn’s mailbox to the left of the office door. 

If you would like to pick something up from the office while you are at the church, please call to let Karolyn 

know in advance, and she will leave the items on the counter of the welcome center. 

If you would like to chat with Karolyn or Pastor Tiffany, please contact the church office by phone or email to 

schedule a time to do that. 

Singing will be permitted at outdoor worship gatherings while people are maintaining social distancing.  

As always, the Leadership Team remains committed to reviewing these protocols in light of changes in regulations and the spread 

of the virus in our area. If you have any questions or concern regarding these protocols that you would like brought before the 

Leadership Team for consideration, please direct them to Dave Sebenick or Pastor Tiffany and your concerns will be added to the 

agenda for our next meeting. 

 Blessings to you all as we continue to navigate these uncharted waters together, 

  —The Leadership Team 

   David Sebenick  John Peck  Diana Carpenter  Wendy Veiner 

   Jean Austin  Clint Hawks  Martha West  Hannah Sebenick 

   Matt Wagner  Paster Tiffany Newsom 

     *Changes are noted in italics.  

 

MISSIONAL FOCUS TEAM REPORTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Some highlights to look for in our Missional Focus Team Reports this month are our plans to begin worshiping outside more regu-

larly (with singing!) and to begin hosting outside fellowship opportunities! One constant that has remained through this pandemic 

is that gathering outside is safer, so we hope to provide more opportunities to do that as we move toward a more normal worship 

experience.  

 

From the Worship Missional Focus Team: 

BIG NEWS!! We will be returning fully to in-person worship, with fellowship and singing, on Sunday, June 27, 2021. 

At this time, we plan to alternate every other week between worshiping OUTSIDE, with masks optional, and INSIDE, with masks 

continuing to be required. We will continue to offer a well-crafted ONLINE worship experience for those who continue to prefer to 

participate from the safety and comfort of their homes. Read below for more information on each of the different worship oppor-

tunities we will be offering. 

 OUTSIDE WORSHIP (in-person or online): On Sunday, June 27, 2021 we plan to launch a new in-person worship service 

that will take place in the new prayer garden that is to be constructed in the back yard of the parsonage. At this time, we plan to 

hold these services every other Sunday at 10 am. We are excited to report that these services will look much closer to “normal” 

with live music and congregational SINGING!! We do ask that you bring your own chair. We will provide seating for those who do 

not have chairs of their own or who are unable to bring their own. In the event of inclement weather, these services will be broad-

cast via an FM transmitter, so that attendees may participate from the shelter of their vehicles. Holy Communion will be celebrated 

at all Outside Worship Services (where Pastor Tiffany is present). 

 INSIDE WORSHIP: We will continue to offer in-person Services of Morning Prayer at 9 am in the church sanctuary on Sun-

days through Sunday, June 20, 2021. Beginning Sunday, July 4, 2021 we plan to move these services to 10 am and hold them every 

other Sunday, alternating with the Outside Worship Services. 



 ONLINE WORSHIP: In acknowledging that we will continue to have a significant cohort of online worshipers, we will strive to 

continue to offer an online worship experience that is spiritually filling and meaningful. At this time, we plan to live stream our out-

side worship services while offering a pre-recorded worship service on the alternating weeks. We also welcome your patience and 

input as we work through the technological aspects of moving to fully live streamed worship. 

 PRAISE IN THE PARKING LOT: Our May Praise in the Parking Lot Service will be held on May 30, 2021 at 7 pm. It will be our 

final parking lot service of the season. The service may come back by popular demand in the fall!  

 OUR FIRST (hopefully annual) BLESSING OF THE RV’S SERVICE was held on Tuesday, May 25, 2021 at 7 pm in the church 

parking lot. It was a wonderful opportunity to reconnect with old friends and even meet a few new friends.  

 

From the Fellowship Missional Focus Team: 

OUTSIDE FELLOWSHIP TIME—We are very excited to report that beginning Sunday, June 27, 2021, we plan to launch an 

outside fellowship opportunity with store bought drinks and snacks following each of our outside worship services. 

 “PARTY LINE” FELLOWSHIP TIME—We will continue to offer our Zoom fellowship time on Wednesdays at 7pm through June 
16, 2021. Our final Zoom fellowship will be held that evening at 7 pm, unless there is demand for it to continue. If you would like to 
join most of these gathering by computer or smart phone or by landline or other phone by dialing 1 312 626 6799 followed by 
133177357# when prompted for the meeting ID number. 
 

SMALL GROUPS—Small groups such as the United Methodist Women, Quilters, and Bible Study continue to meet inperson. 

ORDINATION PARTY—Sunday, June 13th. 

PRAYER GROUP—Prayer Group continues to meet every Monday and Thursday at 10:00 am.  

 

From the Service Missional Focus Team: 

 Thanks to the hard work of many volunteers and the generosity of many who donated to the cause, we were able to wel-

come the carnival workers to town with our annual pre-festivities breakfast for the workers! We owe a great thanks to Matt Wagner, 

Jeff Holyfield, and Joan and John Peck for pulling everything together. 

 The Special Sunday offering funds we receive in June will go toward Peace with Justice Sunday. Peace with Justice Sunday is 

one of the special Sundays of The United Methodist Church. Each year, on the first Sunday after Pentecost, United Methodists cele-

brate efforts across the connection that are building peace with justice. Funds raised through this Special Sunday Offering go to sup-

port such efforts across our connection. This spring, our church applied for a grant through our Conference Peace with Justice com-

mittee to help fund our community’s new Money4Meals program. 

ENGAGEMI UPDATE: Our Church continues to strive to meet our EngageMI 2021 Learn, Act, and Give goals. We have taken 

some steps toward our Act goals by providing the breakfast and welcome kits for the carnival workers at this year’s carnival and by 

stepping up to manage the funds for the Money4Meals program! This month, we would like to focus our Giving efforts on the two 

projects we highlighted within our Conference. If you would like to make a contribution to one of those projects (listed below) or to 

our general ministry shares you may do so through your preferred giving method. 

STEP 1: Michigan Conference Ministry Shares 

We managed to pay our 2020 Conference Ministry Shares in full, despite the pandemic and we are so proud of you all for helping 
make that possible! Our goal is to do just that again in 2021. Our church has been asked to raise $14,760, this is a decrease of 
over $2,000 compared to last year, so we are confident we can reach that goal! 

STEP 2: Michigan Projects 

United Methodist Community House—has been a venerable, trusted resource in Grand Rapids, MI, providing expansive services 
for everyone from infants to senior citizens in a warm, inclusive, multi-cultural atmosphere since 1902. It was originally founded 
by the United Methodist Women.  

Wesley Woods Bathhouse Replacement—funds donated to this project will fund the replacement of the 50+ year old bathhouse 
at Wesley Woods United Methodist Camp in Dowling, MI. Completion of this project will serve over 500 children and youth who 
attend Wesley Woods each Summer.  



From the Outreach Missional Focus Team: 

 The CARE Group continues to send out cards and notes to many folks. 

 The United Methodist Women will so begin collecting care items and cards to send to the Veterans Hospital in Saginaw. 

 Please contact Jean Austin for more information. 

 Money4Meals 

 Blessing of the RV’s 

 The Laingsburg Area Food Bank continues to operate out of the building and continues to meet the needs of some of the 

most vulnerable members of our community. If you know someone in our community who is in need, please refer them to 

the Food Bank. It is open Mondays 1:00-3:00 pm and Thursdays 6:00-8:00 pm.  

From the Discovery Missional Focus Team: 

 BIBLE STUDY—Pastor Tiffany and Diana Carpenter have begun co-teaching a study based upon Peter Enns book entitled 

“The Bible Tells Me So.” This will be an enlivening opportunity to address some of the more challenging aspects the bible presents 

us with. We would be delighted to have you join us! You may join us in-person or by computer or smart phone or by landline or 

other phone by dialing 1 312 626 6799 followed by 133177357# when prompted for the meeting ID number. 

 PODCASTS: Diana Carpenter and Pastor Tiffany have launched a new podcast series entitled “Conversations with D n’ T: 

Spiritual Journeying” in which we will strive to enhance people’s understanding of God and church, as we walk our 

spiritual journeys. Through this series we hope to ask and answer some of the tough questions about God, faith, 

church, and so much more, so that we can all become more comfortable asking these questions and enhance our 

spiritual journeys in the process. You can find these podcasts on our Facebook page, website, and (coming soon!) 

YouTube.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Everyone likes to eat out once in awhile but not everyone can afford it. Our restaurants 

are coming back from the pandemic. Money for Meals puts people in need at their tables 

and money in their registers. 

You feel the joy of passing kindness forward! 

 

Participating Businesses: 

Ayven Grace   Tammy’s Bakery & Cafe  PDP’s 

The Dairy Den  Firefly Ridge   Subway 

(eggs, produce, baked goods) 

WIN – WIN – WIN! 

DONATE TOWARD A MEAL 

for a 

FOOD-INSECURE PERSON OR 

FAMILY 

and 

SUPPORT A LOCAL BUSINESS 
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Your giving is vital to making sure we, as a church, 

make it through this time in a financially healthy way.  

You can set up online giving by going to our website 

and clicking on the Donate button, or you can mail in 

your check.  You can also bring your donation to the 

church during office hours. We want you to know that 

your giving is very much appreciated. 

Worship Update 

Sunday, May 30 at 7:00 pm will be our last evening   

Parking Lot Service.  We will again have live animals to 

add to the service!  Bring your lawn chair if you would 

like to sit outside, or you can remain in your car. 

 

Beginning Sunday, June 27, we will have a Sunday    

morning Outdoor Service at 10:00 am.  Bring your lawn 

chair.  In the event of inclement weather, you can remain 

in your car.  This service will be held every other week. 

On the weeks opposite the Outdoor Service, the          

Service of Morning Prayer will be held in the sanctuary   

at 10:00 am. 

 

We will continue to offer the online worship service as 

usual on Sundays. 

 

As we navigate these changing times, please watch       

for announcements of changes that may occur to these 

worship experiences. 

Thank you for being patient! 

Ordination Celebration for Pastor Tiffany 

Sunday, June 13 from 1:00-5:00 pm 

    Peacock Road Family Farm 

        11854 Peacock Road, Laingsburg 

We have some wonderful news!  Pastor Tiffany will be ordained on June 8, 2021.  This will be a private event due to COVID-19,  

BUT, we at Laingsburg United Methodist Church, will be celebrating her ordination Sunday, June 13th at the Peacock Road    

Family Farm from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.  We hope you will be able to join us! 

There will be many activities available at the farm, including the animal park, wagon rides, yard games and of course Farmer Ed’s 

(world famous) pulled pork sandwiches.  Food will be served from 1:30 p. m. to 4:00 p.m.  Please bring your appetite. 

The Michigan Annual Conference will be streaming the ordination ceremony at 2 p.m. on the 13th, so we will be able to watch 

Pastor Tiffany’s ordination.   

As always, in this time of COVID-19, current restrictions will apply.   As of April 26th, COVID restrictions allow 25 people in a     

banquet hall.  The current restrictions, also, allow up to 300 people in a tent that has no more than two non-connecting sides.  

There will be a tent set up at the farm if the current restrictions are still in place on June 13th. 

BAKE SALE 

 

The United Methodist Women will hold a 

Bake/Craft Sale at the Spring Carnival. 

It will be Saturday, May 29 from 10:00-4:00.  

Their table will be set up on Roosevelt Row. 

Be sure to look for their table and help     

support their mission work as you enjoy 

some yummy baked goods. 


