June 2022

Pastoral Letter
“What’s Next?” Initiative Update
Last fall, as we began to emerge into a new normal after all the extreme changes the Covid-19 pandemic thrust
upon us, your leadership team began to examine our financial situation more critically. While other churches
struggled greatly, giving at our church remained fairly steady throughout the time when we were unable to meet in-person.
However, as we emerged, it became apparent to us on the Leadership Team that, in the words of one team member, “we could no
longer afford our mortgage.”
The hard truth of that statement sparked our “’Burn the Mortgage Campaign” which was a huge success. In one final push, we
managed to pay our $425,000 mortgage off in just under 10 years! We celebrated that miraculous feat with a potluck and
“Mortgage Burning” Ceremony at the beginning of May.
Now that the mortgage has been paid off, we on the Leadership Team are inviting everyone to consider: “What’s Next?”
Now that we have paid our mortgage off and are debt free, where do we go from here?
To aid in our reflections on this question, the Leadership Team and the Missional Focus Teams plan to provide you with detailed
information regarding the General Budget as well as a breakdown of the budgets for each of the Missional Focus Teams. (You
can find links to the reports that have been published further down in this email or on your weekly worship emails and Sunday
bulletins). Additionally, each of the Missional Focus Teams will provide you with two sets of information: what they do now and
what their goals are for the year ahead. At the end of June, we will invite you to let us know what your aspirations are for our
church more generally and for each of our Missional Focus Teams.
Today, the Leadership Team wants to share with you some critical information regarding our General Operating Budget. As you
can see on the pie chart below:
The budget totals $158,683.50, which means we have an average of $13,223.63 in expenses each month. Our average General
Fund income for the first quarter of 2022 was $10,726.50 per month. This means our income is falling substantially short of our
financial obligations, and we do not have a reserve to fall back upon.
As you will notice, the General Fund budget is broken down into eight categories, beginning with our five Missional Focus Areas:
Service, Outreach, Fellowship, Worship, and Discovery. The additional three categories are Administration, Parsonage Expenses,
and Church Expenses. Included under Administration are pastoral compensation and administrative assistant expenses as well as
other office operating expenses. Parsonage and Church Expenses include bills for the electric, sewer, internet, water softening, and
garbage services at the parsonage and church respectively. In an ideal world, these three portions of the budget would be equally
divided among each of the Missional Focus Area budgets, as they are essential to the work of each team, but that would have
made for a nightmare for our treasurer, so we took pity on her.
All of the funds allocated in our budget empower our congregation to engage fully in its mission of “nurturing disciples of Jesus
Christ in intentional Christian community through Outreach, Worship, Service, Discovery, and Fellowship.” In the weeks ahead, we
plan to provide you with more information about the work of each of our Missional Focus Teams and the impact that work has on
our mission.
We thank you for all that you do to enable, empower, and direct the ministries of our church, and invite you to consider ways that
you might be able to engage more fully with these ministries.
—Your Leadership Team

Total $158,683.50

SERVICE and Mission Opportunities:
Each Sunday during the month of June, we will have the Change for a Change jar ready for your change. For June, the
money will go to Looking Glass Community Outreach.
During May, we collected $784.31 during our Noisy Collection. That money will go to Heifer International. Animals
that were requested by some donors were: 1 alpaca, 1 goat, 2 flocks of chicks, and bees.
Be sure to check out our Service bulletin board for more!

Looking Glass Service Opportunities:
Community Garden has begun, and the church has a garden plot. Please
sign-up on the clipboard or call the office if you would like to help with that
plot. Plants are already planted, and there will be many tasks to do during
the growing season.
For more information, please contact John Peck.
Volunteer Taxi Drivers are also needed.

The Laingsburg Area Food Bank continues to operate out of the building and continues to
meet the needs of some of the most vulnerable members of our community. If you know
someone in our community who is in need, please refer them to the Food Bank. It is open
Mondays 1:00-3:00 pm and Thursdays 6:00-8:00 pm.

There are three focus areas for the EngageMI program: Learn, Give, and Act. And there will be lots of opportunities for us to
Learn, Give, Act, and grow in our understanding of God and the world throughout the year ahead!
For now, though, we are pleased to announce the list of programs and organizations we plan to support through the
various steps of EngageMI’s “Give” focus area. Be on the look out for more information to come!
In addition to our usual EngageMI Learn, Give, and Act goals, our Core Youth Group is planning a Mission Trip to the United
Methodist Committee on Relief’s Mid-West Distribution Center from June 15-17—you can find more information about that
further along in your newsletter.
STEP 1: Michigan Conference Ministry Shares
We managed pay our 2021 Conference Ministry Shares in full, and even had enough left over to pay our 2022 District Ministry
Shares in full as well! We thank you all for your dedication to this vital work. Our goal is to do just that again in 2022. Our church
has been asked to raise $14,460 this year, and we are confident we can do that.
Funds paid to date: $3,889.00
STEP 2: Michigan Projects
Mission Intern Program—A ministry of the Michigan Annual Conference, encourages young adults to explore servant ministry for
a summer. Interns work to provide summer programming for children and youth in rural and urban areas at locations across our
state including West Branch UMC, Motown Mission, and Cass Community Services.
https://www.facebook.com/MIMissionIntern
Looking Glass Community Outreach—A community based, non-profit agency located in the southwest corner of Shiawassee
County. LGCO collaborates with individuals & families, groups, local churches (like LUMC) and other agencies to enable & empower those in need to tear down any barriers that may cause them to feel alone and isolated from the community as a whole.
Some programs they provide are emergency assistance, volunteer taxi, community garden, and reading assistance. For ways to
support this ministry beyond your financial giving, please look for regular updates in our newsletter and other announcements.
http://lookingglassoutreach.org/
STEP 3: National Projects
National Justice for Our Neighbors (NJFON)—supports and empowers a coalition of 20 JFON sites around the country that work
to welcome immigrants and refugees by providing legal assistance that aspiring residents need but cannot afford or access.
Through JFON’s attorneys, they help immigrants understand their choices and navigate the complexities of the legal system.
Through their extensive volunteer corps, they are able to create a welcoming community that honors immigrants as fellow
human beings.
https://njfon.org/about-us/
STEP 4: International Projects
Heifer International Living Gifts—This is a project we have supported before and look forward to supporting again! Heifer International works with communities to end hunger and poverty by promoting sustainable farming practices.
https://www.heifer.org/our-work/index.html
To date: $ 784.31
Haitian Assets for Peace International—a grassroots organization in the community of Mizak, Haiti that empowers people,
promotes health and wellness, delivers skilled training, brings technology and creates economic opportunities to grow personal
and community assets for families to thrive not only survive. Their integrated approach harnesses the natural synergy between
health, education, and economic development to create momentum for change.
https://www.haitianassets.org/
Ganta United Methodist Hospital—Provides quality and affordable healthcare in the rural north of Liberia.
https://umcmission.org/advance-project/ganta-united-methodist-hospital/
STEP 5: Methodist Mission Personnel
Chin H. Cho— A missionary with the General Board of Global Ministries serving as the coordinator of the United Methodist
Mission in Mongolia, based in Ulaanbaatar. He was commissioned in June 2015. As the country coordinator, Chin oversees the
several aspects of ministry, working with local Mongolian United Methodist leaders and other missionaries. He engages in the
training of indigenous clergy, who study at the Mongolia Trinity Bible College, where he teaches Wesleyan studies.
https://umcmission.org/missionary-bio/3022047/
STEP 6: United Methodist Committee on Relief Special Project
Finally, the EngageMI program encourages us to go above and beyond our regular UMCOR Sunday Special Offering to extend
continued support to the United Methodist Committee on Relief’s work around the world. This year, we have committed to sending all funds designated for UMCOR that you do not allocate for a specific project or disaster response to Where most needed.
Donations to date: $418.00

DISCOVERING More about God and Grow in Faith:
We are continuing to progress through our latest Bible Study on the United
Methodist Social Principles! You can join us any time. We meet on Thursdays at
10 am. Our social principles include highly thought-out theological statements on
controversial subjects from our responsibility to care for the environment to our life
together to our engagement in the political sphere and everything in between.
Diana Carpenter and Pastor Tiffany have once again picked up with their podcast series
entitled “Conversations with D n’ T: Spiritual Journeying.” They started out with an
examination of their spiritual journeys to date, and then moved along through some critical
questions about what the Bible is and how some of its more difficult passages can inform our
spiritual journeys. NOW, they are following Diana as she continues her spiritual journey of
reflection and prayer as she travels along US 12 across the United States with her sidekick
Pocket. You can find these podcasts on our facebook page, website, iTunes and YouTube or
by clicking on the link provided. https://www.buzzsprout.com/1785279

Coming to God in WORSHIP AND FELLOWSHIP:
Below you will find a list of dates, sermon titles, and scripture lessons.
June 5

June 12

June 16

Pentecost
Looking Glass Community Outreach Lead Worship Service
Change for Change in June will go to Looking Glass
What’s Next? Initiative—Service Edition

Trinity Sunday
Does Not Wisdom Call
What’s Next? Initiative—Outreach Edition
Messy Church

Dave Draggoo

John 16:12-15

6:00-7:30 pm

Messy Church is church, but not church as you know it! It is a way of being church for all-ages to
join in experiencing fun and faith formative activities. Found throughout the globe. Based on the
values of all-ages together, celebration, creativity, hospitality, and centering ourselves in Christ.
Our next Messy Church event will be held on Thursday, June 16 from 6:00-7:30 pm.
ALL are Welcome!
June 19

June 26

Father’s Day
From Madness to Stillness
What’s Next? Initiative—Discovery Edition
Brought Home in The Spirit
What’s Next? Initiative—Aspiration Edition

Coffee Hour Hosts:
June 5:

Luke 8:26-39

Luke 9:51-62

Special Music:
Pat Hibbard

June 12: Jeff & Jan Holyfield
June 19: Martha West/Wendy Venier

June 26: Donna Wolfrom/Myra Fraidenburg

Please sign up on the clipboard for Special
Music during the summer months! Or someone in
your family could record special music and send it
in to us—you can sign them up as well!

TRUSTEES CORNER
There are a number of projects that are on our list to be accomplished. If you could volunteer your time and
talents to help with these and/or make a donation, that would be greatly appreciated!
Upcoming Projects at the Church:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Carpets cleaned - completed
Painting in bathrooms and pastor’s office.
Replacing stained ceiling tiles.
Replace ballasts and lights in fellowship hall, bathroom, closets, nursery with LED.
Fix lighting in sanctuary.
Replace exterior light photosensors.
Replace safety light at back of church.
Replace and adjust parking lot lights.
Emptying and removing shed, to reclaim some yard space for future pastors.
Replacing window in pastor’s office. ($1140) - under contract
Replacing blinds in the fellowship hall.
Repairs and maintenance to refrigerator.

Upcoming Projects at the Parsonage:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Painting in entryway, stairwell, laundry room, master bedroom.
Install cabinets or storage shelves in laundry room.
Repair garage door opener.
Fix lazy Susan door.
Repair or replace bedroom window broken in the hailstorm. ($460) - under contract
Replace attic windows. ($779) - under contract
Replace basement windows. ($760) - under contract

Core Mission Trip to the Midwest Mission Distribution Center hits its goal!
Woohoo! Thanks to the generosity of so many people, we have reached our trip
fundraising goal! We're in the process of returning a slew of cans and bottles. We
still have two members who have asked the travelers to help with yard work around
their homes. I'll be getting with these folks soon to schedule.
If you would still like to contribute to the work of the youth group in the future, we'd be happy to accept
your support.
We leave June 15. It's more than 400 miles each way! Lots of time to talk, share, play games, read or just
be together in silence. There will likely be a few clown car fire drills along the way too, just to shake things
up! ☺
Keep us in your prayers, and thank you again for your support!
Carrie Rathbun Hawks
Core Co-coordinator

We will be taking materials for Hygiene Kits with us to the Midwest Distribution Center. The items needed
are:
Hand towels (15X25 - 17X27) - No kitchen, cleaning or microfiber
Washcloths - No kitchen, cleaning or microfiber
Combs - No pocket combs or picks; must be study with at least 6 in. of teeth

Fingernail/toenail clippers - No emery boards or metal nail files
Bath-size soap in wrappers (3 oz or larger) - No Ivory or Jergen’s soap
Adult toothbrushes - Do not remove from packaging; no personal advertising
Bandaids (3/4 X 3 inches)

Please bring these items by June 12. Thank you!

WIN – WIN – WIN!

DONATE TOWARD A MEAL
for a
FOOD-INSECURE PERSON
OR

Everyone likes to eat out once in awhile but not everyone can afford it. Our restaurants are coming back from
the pandemic. Money for Meals puts people in need at their tables and money in their registers.
You feel the joy of passing kindness forward!

Participating Businesses:

Please consider supporting this worthwhile program and the people of our community by donating. You can
donate at any one of our participating businesses, online through our online giving platform, or by mailing or
dropping funds off at the church office.

Piano News
Did you know that our own Chong Zheng offers piano lessons to students of all
ages, including adult students? She can teach in our church, in her studio, or in
the student’s home in Laingsburg. She will give a first trial lesson to anyone
interested, even if they don’t have a piano at home! Go to her website at
www.pianoharmonystudio.com for more information and to contact her.

Speaking of pianos, we are in search of a baby grand/parlor grand piano for our sanctuary.
Ours is old and has some issues that are unable to be repaired. Please keep your eyes and ears open for us.

