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The season of fall is upon us! In a more “normal” year, that would mean back to school celebrations, apple picking, 

apple cider and donuts, everything pumpkin spice, picking out Halloween costumes, Halloween parties, Trick-or-

Treating, and watching the leaves change colors and fall to the ground. 

In a normal year, we would be preparing to celebrate World Communion Sunday on the first Sunday in October.  This 

is one of my favorite celebrations of the Christian year because it truly embodies and celebrates the unity of the Body 

of Christ found in the universal church. It is a time for us to celebrate that which unites us—the sacrament of Holy 

Communion—rather than the minutia of doctrine and theology which divides us.  It is seen as a time for all Christians, 

all around the world, to celebrate our common unity in Christ.  

Let’s face it though, nothing about this year has been normal or traditional.  This year is a little different—I know that 

comes as a big shock…  This year, the entire world stands united by our experience of the myriad ways in which the 

Covid-19 virus has transformed our lives. This year, the Christian world stands united by this as well.  Some Christians 

will be found gathering and celebrating Holy Communion, while many others will not be gathering nor celebrating 

Holy Communion. 

This spring, when cases of Covid-19 began to rise throughout our country, few of us would have imagined that this 

“new normal” would have outlasted the spring, let alone the summer. This pandemic has forced so many of us to  

become innovators.  We have had to learn to utilize technology in new and foreign ways to meet work requirements 

and to perform acts of worship.  Those running for political offices have even been forced to find new ways to cam-

paign.  

When the world around me seems to be spiraling out of control and the change begins to be too much to handle, I 

am reminded of the constancy of God’s presence in our lives.  God is the one thing that does not change.  God is    

always there, to walk beside us, whether we know we need God’s constant companionship or not. 

The longer all of this wears on, the more I need to take time to remind myself that God is big enough to walk with 

each of us as we face what lies upon the road ahead.  When the road seems impassable or as if it will wind on        

forever, I encourage you to take a moment to breathe deeply and rest in the presence of God—in the assurance    

that God will never forsake nor abandon us in our hour of need. 

May God bless you all, 

Pastor Tiffany  



    Getting to Know the New Pastor 

 

 

Getting to Know the New Pastor’s Family—Featuring Emma 

Emma is a 12-13 year old Taiwanese Land Dog. She was named 

after Emma from Jane Austen’s novel Emma.   Even in her old 

age, she has a mischievous, energetic, and playful side that 

comes out from time to time.  Some of her favorite past times 

include hiking and bouldering (Taiwanese Land Dogs are very 

agile and well-adapted  to life in the mountains of Taiwan).  She 

is always up for a new adventure, as long as it does not disrupt 

her beauty sleep.  She especially enjoys attempting to dive off 

docks to catch fish.  Having grown up in Taiwan, her preferred 

language of communication is Mandarin Chinese, so if you ever 

hear me saying odd things to her, it’s because she responds much more reliably to Chinese.  When she 

moved to the States in 2015, winter was an entirely foreign experience for her, but she embraced it like a 

champion.  Her favorite winter activity is catching and eating snowballs.  She does tend to prefer chasing 

leaves in the fall though.  If you ever get the chance to meet her, you will forever be a member of her pack, 

and she will excitedly greet you whenever she sees you.  In my 

last appointment, she even learned to recognize a few of her 

favorite people as they drove their vehicles around town!  

 

 

 

 

Update Regarding Holy Communion: 

Beginning on Sunday, November 1, we will begin celebrating Holy Communion via Zoom at 6 pm on the first     

Sunday of each month. We will continue this practice until it is safe for us to celebrate Communion in person.              

If you would like to participate in this celebration, please stop by the office 

during regular office hours during the final two weeks of the month to pick up 

your elements and an instruction card. If you are one who would need to join 

us by phone and are feeling at all anxious about it, please do not hesitate to 

speak with Pastor Tiffany or Karolyn.  Either of us would be happy to walk you 

through this! Joining by phone harkens us back to the good old days of party 

line calls! 



 

Although we aren’t back to in-person worship yet, 

your giving is still vital to making sure we, as a 

church, make it through this time in a financially 

healthy way.  We want you to know that your  

giving is very much appreciated. 

Online Worship 

Be sure to connect with our online worship services if you are able —

each Sunday morning at 10:00, on either Facebook or YouTube. 

    Announcements from the Pastor’s Desk 

1. Small Group Meetings: On September 14, 2020, the Church Leadership Team met and voted to amend our re-

opening plan to permit small group gatherings at the church, effective October 1, 2020.  

2. The Leadership Team has committed to re-evaluating our re-opening plan based upon current best practice and in 

light of  other community factors at their monthly meetings moving forward.  Any further changes will be commu-

nicated in our monthly newsletters, on the website, and through Facebook. 

3. Effective October 1, 2020, prayer group will gather in person on Mondays at 10 am in the Narthex. You are also 

welcome to join that meeting digitally, just as before. The virtual prayer group will continue to meet via Zoom on 

Thursdays at 10 am. 

4. Effective October 8, 2020, the Bible Study group will gather in person in the Narthex on Thursdays at 3 pm.  For 

those who would like to continue to join digitally, that option will remain available. 

5. Reminder about the outdoor, socially distanced visits continuing as the weather permits.  Beginning in November, 

I will begin doing these visits at people’s homes, in the Narthex, or in the living room of the parsonage. Masks 

must be worn at all times for those visits. 

6. Pastor Tiffany continues to be available at Twilliger’s on Tuesday mornings from 9-11 am.  She will be seated     

outside as long as the weather is conducive.  

7. Be sure to tune into our service on October 18, to hear a special message from Carrie Rathbun Hawks and the 

CORE Youth Group. They will be leading us in a special service for Laity Sunday. 

This Year’s Trunk or Treat 

Saturday, Oct. 31, 6:00-8:00 pm 

We will be having a drive-thru “Trunk or Treat” this 

year to help keep everyone safe.  We will need volun-

teers to fill bags with candy and to give out the bags as 

people drive through.  We also will need A LOT OF 

CANDY!   Please bring bags of 

candy to the church office         

between 9:30-2:30 Monday-

Thursday.  Please let the office 

know if you would like to help  

out as well. 

PRAYER CHAIN   

 If you would like to be added to the  prayer chain or have a prayer request, you can email or call Pat Hibbard 

(hibbardlph@aol.com or 989 834-2119)  or contact the church office. 


