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A little over ten years ago, when I first received my call to ordained ministry in the United Methodist Church, I never 

could have imagined that my life in ministry would take the turns it has since March of this year. For ten years, I 

planned and studied to equip myself for a form of ministry that simply does not exist right now. I would venture to 

guess that the vast majority of us could never have imagined we would live to see the day when our world would be 

turned upside down like this. Our circumstances have forced us all to adapt, and adapt we have! 

I have had the privilege of meeting many of you through our outdoor socially distanced small group gatherings, and it 

has been such a joy. Each person I have met has been beautiful and unique, yet nearly all of you have asked the same 

question: “When will we return to in-person worship?” 

As a pastor, I feel that I have an extra level of responsibility to care for those in my flock and to protect them from 

harm. As a United Methodist pastor, I find myself drawn to the four sources and norms that John Wesley himself 

affirmed as tools for informing our theological dialogue—Scripture, Tradition, Reason, and Experience.  

Scripture tells me that the greatest commandment is to love God and the second is like it, that we ought to love our 

neighbor as ourselves (Matthew 22:36-40). Jesus similarly instructed his disciples to love one another as he had loved 

them. He instructed us to do this so that others would know we were his disciples because we loved one another 

(John 13:34-35).  

In reflecting on the tradition of the United Methodist Church, I am draw to Wesley’s Three Simple Rules. First, do no 

harm. Second, do good. Third, stay in love with God. 

From witnessing the experience of other Christian ministers who opened their churches with devastating results, and 

the psychological havoc that reeked on them, their communities, and the congregations, I am left feeling an immense 

amount of pressure to “do this right.”  

In order to do that, I must balance love of neighbor with the call to do no harm and the threat of harm to you—my 

flock—our church and our community if we take big steps too soon. That said, I affirm and wish to respect the hours 

of work that so many put into developing your reopening plan. This work was done before I arrived. However, I be-

lieve, at this time, that it has accomplished the delicate balance needed between love of neighbor and the call to do 

no harm.  



    Getting to Know the New Pastor 

 

 

Cultural Foibles Edition 

One thing you all will quickly learn about me (once all of these Covid-19 restrictions have been loosened) is that I love 

to travel and learn about new cultures. Sometimes those adventures result in some comical mishaps, other times they 

result in some pretty brilliant revelations.   

1. The Christmas Party at Wescott House, Cambridge: While I was studying at the University of Cambridge, a friend 

from Wescott House—the Anglican theological college across the road from Wesley House where I was studying—

invited me to their annual Christmas party. They neglected to tell me the dress code, so I asked another friend.    

Needless to say, I was very embarrassed to have showed up to a formal, black-tie (and I mean black-tie) event wearing 

jeans and a t-shirt. They were all very good sports about it, but I learned the valuable lesson that it is less embarrass-

ing to overdress than to underdress. 

2. In Taiwan: I embarrassingly learned the difference between serving chopsticks and the chopsticks you eat with. Not 

long after I had become proficient at using chopsticks, my friend and I were invited to a fancy dinner by a family for 

whom she used to work. Halfway through that Asian style family dinner—with all of the different dishes on a carousel 

at the center of the table—the family politely informed my friend, in Chinese so as not to embarrass me, that I had 

inadvertently taken the serving chopsticks from one of the dishes and had been eating with them through most of the 

meal. It got even worse though! I had also been using them to serve myself food from the other dishes. They were not 

overly bothered, and joked that it has even happened to them, but it was certainly an embarrassing lesson in a cultur-

al taboo.  

3. Most recently: While I was on vacation in the UP, my friend and I stopped for a pasty at Miners Pasty Kitchen in  

Munising and I made an astonishing (to me, maybe not to you) revelation. In the UK, I had visited Wales, and discov-

ered that they too had pasty. I never really understood the connection until we were sitting outside that café in      

Munising. The UP was not settled by the Welsh, so why pasties in both locations. Then it hit me, the miners! Both   

areas were huge mining regions, and pasties were the lunch of preference for miners. 

 

 

According to that plan, we will not reopen the church for in-person worship until our governor deems it safe for us     
to have up to 50 people at indoor gatherings.  I know that these are difficult and trying times. So many of us, myself 
included, wish that we could return to business as usual, but that is just not possible right now. Until such a time as 
some semblance of normal is possible, your church leadership team will continue to explore new ways for us to       
remain connected during these unparalleled times.  If you have any ideas, please feel free to express them to a mem-
ber of the leadership team. Please keep in mind that anything we implement will have to fit within the bounds of our 
current plan and the current recommendations of the CDC.  
 

God bless you all and know that you are each in my thoughts and prayers, 

Pastor Tiffany  



 

Although we aren’t back to in-person worship yet, 

your giving is still vital to making sure we, as a 

church, make it through this time in a financially 

healthy way.  We want you to know that your  

giving is very much appreciated. 

Online Worship 

Be sure to connect with our online worship services if you are able —

each Sunday morning at 10:00, on either Facebook or YouTube. 

    Announcements from the Pastor’s Desk 

1. Invitation to Join Virtual Prayer Group:  Our virtual prayer group is meeting every Monday and Thursday 
morning at 10 am.  You are more than welcome to join us on Zoom or by phone.  You may do so by phone by 
calling (646) 558-8656 and inputting 133 177 357 when asked to put in the meeting ID number. 

2. Invitation to Join Virtual Bible Study: Our virtual Bible Study group is currently meeting on Thursdays    at 3 
pm.  This month we will be focusing on a study of repentance, forgiveness, and reconciliation in the Bible.  You 
are also invited to join this group on Zoom or by phone.  Again, you may call in at (646)558-8656 and inputting 
133 177 357 when asked to put in the meeting ID number. 

3. Invitation to Schedule a Visit:  I would like to get to know each of you better.  If you are interested in doing 
the same, feel free to contact the church office (517 651-5531) to schedule an outdoor, socially   distanced visit 
with me.  If you are unable or uncomfortable doing this, but would like an opportunity to chat, please feel free 
to give me a call at the parsonage (517 651-5266).  Please do leave a message though, as I get a lot of spam 
calls.  Hopefully in the near future, we can get back to a regular schedule for visiting with one another. 

4. Upcoming Events to be on the Lookout for:  In the next couple of months, we plan to come up with a viable 
way for our congregation to join together, virtually, in a service of Holy Communion.  More information on this 
will be provided in the near future. 

5. Pastor’s Tuesdays at Twilliger’s:  I am continuing the pattern of being at Twilliger’s on Tuesday mornings 
from 9-11 am to have coffee and conversation with you.  Please feel free to join me for a visit outside under 
the red umbrella. 

UMW News 

The UMW ladies are still making quilts for our burnout    

families and our Veterans.  Unfortunately, the funds needed 

to purchase materials are slowly being diminished.  At the 

end of the year we will not be able to support our yearly 

missions such as UMCOR, Food Bank, Ministerial Group, etc. 

unless we can get donations to help us out.  Until we can 

resume our usual fundraisers, we have no other way to    

replenish our bank account.   If you wish to make a financial 

donation, please make your check out to Laingsburg United 

Methodist Women and send it to the church office.  We   

appreciate any donation (large or small). 

PRAYER CHAIN   

 We have accidentally lost the list of people who were on the prayer chain.  If you would like to be added to the  

prayer chain or have a prayer request, you can email or call Pat Hibbard (hibbardlph@aol.com or 989 834-2119)  or 

contact the church office. 


