
A Message from the Pastor                                           May 2021 

As we begin to return to in-person worship and small group gatherings, I invite you to read these touching and eye-opening 

words written by Nathan Kirkpatrick (Managing Director of Leadership Education at Duke Divinity) in his article entitled Greeting 

Our Return When the Old Is Gone and the New Is Here. I have inserted my own commentary applying his thoughts to our context 

in brackets within his article. I wanted to share these poignant words with you because the reality is things will continue to look 

very different for some time. In the year that has passed since many of us were together in worship or shared in fellowship with 

one another a lot has happened in our nation, our community, and within each of our lives too. My hope is that Nathan Kirkpat-

rick’s words may help us all to honor all of that as we begin to come together again. 

“When we return, we will all be newcomers.” 

It was just a casual observation, but as soon as she said it, the nods of affirmation and recognition in every Zoom rectangle 

made it clear that she had put words to what we were all describing but could not quite name. 

Of course! We will all be newcomers, again. 

As church and office buildings begin to reopen in larger numbers after a year of on-again, off-again COVID-19 closures, our 

habits in these once-familiar physical spaces have been broken. 

What was instinctive and comfortable in March 2020 is now, for many of us, just outside the realm of memory. How did we 

share life in these spaces? How did we get work done here? 

Even with a widespread yearning for a return to normalcy, we may find that our familiar places now feel somewhat foreign. 

Ongoing and necessary health and safety precautions will change the ways we interact in these spaces. 

Office doors that a year ago were usually left open to invite casual conversation may now be closed so that we can work 

without having to wear masks all day (for those of us who have that privilege) [or barred by a baby gate to ensure social dis-

tancing is practiced for the safety of staff and congregation alike]. 

There will no longer be a communal coffeepot, no impromptu lunch around the table in the office kitchen. Meetings will still 

be on Teams [or Zoom] even though we’re all in our offices just a few feet apart [or our homes just around the corner]. 

On Sunday mornings, social distancing may mean that our usual pew can no longer be “our pew” because it’s now reserved 

to be the buffered distance between us [or it has been removed altogether or completely rearranged beyond recognition]. 

Some of us may find ourselves distributing individually wrapped, carefully sealed communion wafers to the faithful kneeling 

6 feet apart at the altar rail [or in the church parking lot]. 

It’s not only that our past habits have been broken; in some cases, our very ways of being in spaces together may no longer 

be advisable or possible. We will have to create new ways of being community together. How did she say it? 

“We will all be newcomers.” 

       May 2021 



There’s also a deeper distancing that has occurred over the last year in our churches and office buildings. We may now be 

strangers not just to physical spaces but also to those with whom we previously shared those spaces. So much life happens in 

a year, even in a year of pandemic lockdown. 

While congregations and organizations have tried to sustain community in difficult circumstances, there are still so many sto-

ries, so many experiences that we did not share with each other in real time. There’s been grief and joy that simply went un-

spoken. 

The poet Naomi Shihab Nye writes, “When someone you haven’t seen in ten years / appears at the door, / don’t start singing 

him all your new songs. / You will never catch up.” 

If she were to write it today, we can imagine her saying, “When someone you haven’t seen except by Zoom / appears at the 

door …” 

While it is tempting to agree that catching up will be virtually impossible (pun intended), one of the particular gifts of religious 

communities is that most of us do some of our most intentional ministry with newcomers. 

In this moment after we have missed so many other moments, we will need the best of what we know from that to help us 

find a way of being back together. 

For example, we have cultivated practices for welcoming one another and inviting one another to share in something larger 

than ourselves -- the mission of the church in the world. 

At our best, we know how to listen for, celebrate and receive the gifts of each new person. 

We know how to help each other share our stories of heartbreak and hope and, in each telling, find new layers of meaning. 

We know how to invite people into service in the world that is good for the world and deeply fulfilling for them personally. 

We will need all those capacities and all that experience to help us be, and become more than, newcomers together. 

She said it so casually, so clearly: “When we return, we will all be newcomers.” 

In eight words, she named the truth that reopening our buildings was never going to be as simple as unlocking the doors or 

turning on the lights, roping off a few pews or putting out hand sanitizer -- not that those things are all that simple. 

Reopening our buildings, resuming life together, is an emotional and spiritual challenge. In the language of Ron Heifetz, it isn’t 
just a technical challenge but an adaptive one too. 
It is good news for us that congregations know how to be in those spaces with faith, hope and love. Now as ever, the world 

needs all three. 

It is my prayer that we will continue to live well into this liminal space between what was and what is to come and that we will 

come out on the other side of it all the better for it. All that we have faced together through the past year has the potential to 

bring us even closer together when we return. 

May God bless you all, 

Pastor Tiffany  

 

MISSIONAL FOCUS TEAM REPORTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

From the Worship Missional Focus Team: 

 IN-PERSON WORSHIP: We have returned to in-person worship with services being held each Sunday at 9 am! In an effort 

to continue to offer the safest in-person worship environment as possible and to create an environment that is conducive to wor-

ship, this service may look a little different from what you are used to. We have chosen to return to some of the roots of our faith 

tradition be holding Services of Morning Prayer using a traditional liturgy of the British Methodist Church. The focus of this wor-

ship service is (you guessed it!) prayer. For safety, we continue to wear masks, refrain from singing, take attendance, do tempera-

ture checks and practice social distancing. While we may be refraining from singing, music remains and integral part of these ser-

vices with vocal recordings being played at various points throughout the service. These services are a wonderful opportunity to 

come to God in prayer and truly spend time resting in God’s embrace. 

https://faithandleadership.com/ronald-heifetz-nature-adaptive-leadership


 ONLINE WORSHIP: We continue to offer a pre-recorded, online only worship service that is available anytime after 10 am 

on Sundays. The online service continues to look much like it has since the time that we began worshiping online only. Clint Hawks 

continues to do a remarkable job pulling those worship services together each week and deserves our gratitude. It is not an easy 

endeavor to create a worship experience and space that is purposeful and filling for an online setting.  

PRAISE IN THE PARKING LOT: Our May Parking Lot Service will be held on Sunday, May 30, 2021 at 7 pm.  This service will 

provide us with an opportunity to sing along with some recorded music from the comfort of your cars, as well as an opportunity for 

us to share in Holy Communion together.  

We will continue to offer these three distinct worship opportunities moving forward, until the Leadership Team deems it 

safe enough to return fully to worship as “usual” at which time we will do so with a big celebration! 

From the Fellowship Missional Focus Team: 

 IN-PERSON GATHERINGS—Many of our small groups resumed in-person meetings in March. The Fellowship Team is look-

ing forward to starting up some new small groups as well. If you are a part of a small group, contact your group leader for more 

information on when your next gathering will be!  

 ZOOM “PARTY LINE” FELLOWSHIP TIME—We are continuing to offer a fellowship opportunity via Zoom, now on Wednes-

days at 7:00 pm.  For those of you have not used Zoom or are hesitant to try something new, you can join by computer or by phone 

and it will be just like being on a “party line” phone chat in the old days. The information on how to join this fellowship time can be 

found below or in your weekly “Shout Out” email. 

 PRAYER GROUP—Prayer Group continues to meet every Monday and Thursday at 10:00 am. This is an informal gathering 

that provides an opportunity for us to pray with and for one other and the needs of others. You can join in-person or virtually. 

If you would like to join most of these gathering by computer or smart phone by clicking on this link https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/133177357 or by landline or other phone by dialing 1 312 626 6799 followed by 133177357# when prompted for the meeting ID 
number. If you would like to join a gathering virtually, please contact the church office to let Karolyn or Pastor Tiffany know, so 
they are sure to have everything set up for you. 
 

From the Outreach Missional Focus Team: 

 THE CARE GROUP continues to send out cards and notes to many folks. 

 THE UNITED METHODIST WOMEN will begin collecting care items and cards to send to the Veterans Hospital in Saginaw. 

Please  contact Jean Austin for more information. 

 PASTOR is still visiting folks upon request. If you have not met her and would like to, or have and would just like a visit, 

please give the office a call and a visit can be arranged. She would love to see you and is happy to visit you at home, outdoors, or at 

the church, whatever is most comfortable for you!  All best safety practices will be followed during these visits for your health and  

Pastor’s. 

 THE LAINGSBURG AREA FOOD BANK continues to operate out of the building and continues to meet the needs of some of 

the most vulnerable members of our community. If you know someone in our community who is in need, please refer them to the 

Food Bank. It is open Mondays 1:00-3:00 pm and Thursdays 6:00-8:00 pm.  

From the Discovery Missional Focus Team: 

 BIBLE STUDY—Pastor Tiffany and Diana Carpenter have begun co-teaching a study based upon Peter Enns book entitled 

The Bible Tells Me So. This will be an enlivening opportunity to address some of the more challenging aspects the Bible presents us 

with. We would be delighted to have you join us! You may join us in-person or by computer or smart phone by clicking on this link 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/133177357 or by landline or other phone by dialing 1 312 626 6799 followed by 133177357# when 

prompted for the meeting ID number. 

PODCASTS: Early in May, Diana Carpenter and Pastor Tiffany will be beginning a podcast series entitled “Conversations 

with D n’ T: Spiritual Journeying” in which we will strive to enhance people’s understanding of God and church, as we walk our spir-

itual journeys. Through this series we hope to ask and answer some of the tough questions about God, faith, church, and so much 

more, so that we can all become more comfortable asking these questions and enhance our spiritual journeys in the process. Be on 

the look out for more information on where these podcasts can be found and when they will first be released. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/133177357
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/133177357
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/133177357


Updates and Continuing Covid-19 Protocols from the Leadership Team: 

 The Covid-19 protocols published in your April Newsletter remain in place. As always, the Leadership Team remains com-

mitted to reviewing these protocols in light of changes in regulations and the spread of the virus in our area. If you have any ques-

tions or concerns regarding these protocols that you would like brought before the Leadership Team for consideration, please di-

rect them to Dave Sebenick or Pastor Tiffany and your concerns will be added to the agenda for our next meeting.  

 Blessings to you all as we continue to navigate these uncharted waters together, 

  —The Leadership Team 

 

 

From the Service Missional Focus Team: 

 Our annual BREAKFAST FOR THE CARNIVAL WORKERS in on this year! Currently the Carnival appears to be going ahead as 

scheduled for Memorial Day weekend. We hope to be able to offer the carnival workers a boxed breakfast meal as well as access to 

some personal hygiene items as they need. This is all pending the Covid-19 regulations at the time. 

 Matt Wagner will be coordinating the volunteers for the cooking, so please be in touch with him if you are interested in 

assisting with that. The church will be collecting a number of personal hygiene items for the workers as well. If you would like to 

make a donation, please consider providing any of the following items: 

 Toothbrushes Toothpaste  Soap  Shampoo Conditioner 

 Deodorant Disposable Razors Wash Cloths Socks  Healthy Store-bought Snacks 

Never fear, all items not given away to the carnival workers will be donated to the Food Bank, so nothing will go to waste. 

 The Special Sunday offering funds we received in April and throughout the month of May will support Native American 

Ministries Sunday. The funds that we collect for this Special Sunday offering are utilized throughout the nation to empower Native 

American communities and promote Native American leaders and seminarians. Please consider making a donation toward this  

Special Sunday offering and all of the good it can do for our Native American siblings in Christ. You can make a donation toward   

this through our online giving platform or by writing “Special Sunday” on your check or envelope to designate your gift toward this 

ministry opportunity.  

The Service Missional Focus Team met in April to identify projects we hope to support financially during 2021 to meet our 

EngageMI 2021 missional focus goals. While today’s Service Missional Focus Team Report focuses on the projects we hope to GIVE 

to in the coming year, EngageMI also encourages us to LEARN and ACT, so we will share more on our plans in those areas in the 

future. As a part of the GIVE portion of the program, we are encouraged to support a well-rounded group of projects that meet 

needs within our community, state, nation, and the world. The EngageMI program offers us a Six Step process to help us meet 

these goals and we are committed to meeting them again this year! 

 

 

 



 

STEP 1: Michigan Conference Ministry Shares 

We managed to pay our 2020 Conference Ministry Shares in full, despite the pandemic and we are so proud of you all for helping 
make that possible! Our goal is to do just that again in 2021. Our church has been asked to raise $14,760.  This is a decrease of 
over $2,000 compared to last year, so we are confident we can reach that goal! 

STEP 2: Michigan Projects 

United Methodist Community House—has been a venerable, trusted resource in Grand Rapids, MI, providing expansive services 
for everyone from infants to senior citizens in a warm, inclusive, multi-cultural atmosphere since 1902. It was originally founded 
by the United Methodist Women. 

Wesley Woods Bathhouse Replacement—funds donated to this project will fund the replacement of the 50+ year old bathhouse 
at Wesley Woods United Methodist Camp in Dowling, MI. Completion of this project will serve over 500 children and youth who 
attend Wesley Woods each Summer. 

STEP 3: National Projects 

National Justice for Our Neighbors (NJFON)—supports and empowers a coalition of 20 JFON sites around the country that work 
to welcome immigrants and refugees by providing legal assistance that aspiring residents need but cannot afford or access. 
Through JFON’s attorneys, they help immigrants understand their choices and navigate the complexities of the legal system. 
Through their extensive volunteer corps, they are able to create a welcoming community that honors immigrants as fellow     
human beings. 

STEP 4: International Projects 

Heifer International Living Gifts—This is a project we have supported before and look forward to supporting again! Heifer Inter-
national works with communities to end hunger and poverty by promoting sustainable farming practices. 

Haitian Assets for Peace International—a grassroots organization that empowers people, promotes health and wellness, delivers 
skilled training, brings technology and creates economic opportunities to grow personal and community assets for families to 
thrive not only survive. Their integrated approach harnesses the natural synergy between health, education and economic devel-
opment to create momentum for change. 

Water for Life—constructing wells to provide clean water and toilets to improve living standard in communities across Liberia. 

STEP 5: Methodist Mission Personnel 

Delbert and Sandra Groves, who have served in Zambia since 2000. Through their work at the New Life Center there, they have 
offered numerous outreach ministries, facilitated greater access to health education as well as the development of a learning and 
computer lab, and established PET (Personal Energy Transportation) Zambia which works to develop mobility devices that em-
power the handicapped by providing greater freedom of movement. 

STEP 6: United Methodist Committee on Relief Special Project 

Finally, the EngageMI program encourages us to go above and beyond our regular UMCOR Sunday Special Offering to extend 
continued support to the United Methodist Committee on Relief’s work around the world. This year, we have committed to send-
ing funds designated for UMCOR that are not allocated for a specific project or disaster response to U.S Disaster Relief. 

You will be hearing more about each of these projects in the months ahead, but if any of these projects are of particular 

interest to you, we encourage you to make a donation whenever you are able. We would also be delighted to add more folks to 

the team, so if you would be interested in helping us develop the LEARN and/or ACT portions of the program or if you are passion-

ate about one of the projects we have selected, we would love to hear from you! 



Your giving is vital to making sure we, as a church, 

make it through this time in a financially healthy way.  

You can set up online giving by going to our website 

and clicking on the Donate button, or you can mail in 

your check.  You can also bring your donation to the 

church during office hours. We want you to know that 

your giving is very much appreciated. 

Worship 

We now have an in-person Service of Morning Prayer on 

Sundays at 9:00 am in the sanctuary. 

 

We continue to offer online worship each Sunday morn-

ing at 10:00, on either Facebook or YouTube. 

A bulletin is sent out each week with a link, or you can 

go to our website and click on the link there.  

PARKING LOT SERVICE 

May 30 

7:00 pm in the LUMC parking lot. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Come join us for singing, scripture, a message, and 

Holy Communion all from the comfort of your car. 

 

Ordination Celebration for Pastor Tiffany 

Sunday, June 13 

1:00-5:00 

    Peacock Road Family Farm 

        11854 Peacock Road, Laingsburg 

 

Pastor Tiffany will be ordained an Elder in the United Methodist Church on June 8th.  We 

will be watching the broadcast of that special event at a celebration on June 13 at 2:00. 

Ed and Diana Carpenter have graciously opened Peacock Road Family Farm for us that    

afternoon.  There will be food and fellowship, and the farm will be open to walk around and 

view the animals.   COVID-19 safety protocols will be followed. 

 LAWN CARE 

    It’s hard to believe that we have already had to 

mow the church lawn, but it’s time to think about 

getting that team in place. 

Tom Turek has graciously agreed to be the coordi-

nator of the lawn care volunteers! 

If you are interested in being on the list of volun-

teers to mow the church and parsonage lawns, 

please call or email the church 

office.     517 651-5531                             

laingsburgumc@gmail.com 

 


