
     November 2022 

Pastoral Letter 

Inconvenient Truths of the Bible:  On Human Sexuality 

With the further postponement of General Conference, our denomination's quadrennial meeting, this  

time until 2024, our denomination has faced further turmoil and upheaval regarding concerns over human 

sexuality. Debates over the nature of human sexuality and the full inclusion of LGBTQIA persons in the life of the church 

have split our denomination at the seams for nearly 50 years. Earlier this year, in May, this upheaval came to a head with 

the launch of the Global Methodist Church--a new denomination whose primary tenants include the exclusion of LGBTQIA 

persons from the full life of the church. With that in mind, and with the fact that the LGBTQIA community celebrated Pride 

Month back in June and Coming Out Week back in October, this month we will be looking at the biblical implications on the 

subject of human sexuality.  
 

It all boils down to an issue of interpretation. It is not an issue of the authority of scripture; it is an issue of the interpretation 

of scripture. It is not an issue of human sexuality or even homosexuality; it is an issue of how we understand scripture. 

As we consider this issue of interpretation and understanding of scripture, I invite you to consider a few of the popularly 

dubbed “clobber” passages in the Bible—so named because of their frequent use in condemning member of the LGBTQIA 

community.  
 

First, there is the story of Sodom and Gomorrah (Genesis 19). In recapping the story, many would say: Sodom and Gomorrah 

were visited by two angels. After a crowd of men threatened to beat down the door of the home they were staying at, to 

engage in same-sex relations with the angels, the angels reported back to God and God destroyed the cities and everyone in 

them (save Lot and his family) for their wicked deeds. Pretty simple, right? God condemned them for their propensity to-

ward abominable acts of homosexuality, right? Wrong.  

 

When one reads the story more closely, and I encourage you to do so, you will note that “all” of the men in the city came to 

Lot’s door demanding engage in sexual relations with his guests. This means that, yes, in fact, the cities were condemned for 

a corporate sin in which they all took part. But it is not the sin we so often think of. The sin was a general sin of self-

centeredness and a lack of hospitality in the communities (see Ezekiel 16:49-50). You see, before its destruction, Sodom and 

Gomorrah were situated on a lush and prosperous plain. In their prosperity, they grew greedy. In their efforts to save all the 

blessings of their land for themselves, they did everything they could to dissuade travelers and visitors from coming their 

way. This meant developing a disreputable reputation. One that came by way of raping its visitors—male or female.  

 

For a similarly horrific episode in the scripture, you may consider reading Judges 19-20. The similarities are striking, the re-

sult similar, and the sin the same—abuse, neglect, and failure to care for the outcast and the sojourner.  

Second, there is the commandment found in Leviticus 18:22. In the NIV translation Leviticus 18:22 reads: “Do not have sexu-

al relations with a man as one does with a woman; that is detestable.” Now if the story of Sodom and Gomorrah wasn’t 

clear, surely this one is, right? No! You see, this passage did not read anything remotely like this until 1946. Prior to that, 

translations of this passage, found all over the world, more closely reflected the meaning of the original Hebrew words: 

“men should not lie with young boys.” With that, this clear admonition again homosexuality becomes a passage condemn 

the sexual exploration of young people. For more information on this refer to this very helpful article by clicking here. If the 

embedded link doesn’t copy, here it is: https://um-insight.net/perspectives/has-%E2%80%9Chomosexual%E2%80%9D-

always-been-in-the-bible/  

 

https://um-insight.net/perspectives/has-%E2%80%9Chomosexual%E2%80%9D-always-been-in-the-bible/
https://um-insight.net/perspectives/has-%E2%80%9Chomosexual%E2%80%9D-always-been-in-the-bible/
https://um-insight.net/perspectives/has-%E2%80%9Chomosexual%E2%80%9D-always-been-in-the-bible/


Aside from the “clobber” passages, which on closer inspection don’t really mean what we think they mean, there are a 

number of examples of deep affection and commitment between individuals of the same sex in the Bible.  

Wait, what?! First, there is the relationship between David and Jonathan (yes, that David…). When David was informed of 

the deaths of Jonathan and Saul, he stopped what he was doing and lamented (2 Samuel 1:17-27). The language he used in 

2 Samuel 1:26 is language that is only ever used in the bible to describe the love and affection between husband and wife. 

Second, there is the relationship between Ruth and Naomi. When Naomi was preparing to return to her own homeland, 

she urged her daughters-in-law to leave her and return to her own family, but Ruth refused to leave her (Ruth 1:16-18). 

The pattern, form, and language of Ruth’s speech committing to remain by Naomi’s side echoes the pattern, form, and lan-

guage of others love poetry found in the bible. 

All of that aside, one must consider the Greatest Commandment: “’Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all 

your soul and with all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor 

as yourself.’” (Mathew 22:36-37) At the end of the day, all that is required of us, is that we love God and our neighbor as 

our self, without reservation or judgment.  

If you have any thoughts, reflections, or questions about these or other passages of scripture concerning human sexuality 

or if you would like to know more about the LGBTQIA community or what the future of our church and denomination 

might look like, I would be delighted to discuss them with you.  
 

May God bless you all,  

Pastor Tiffany 
Would you like to visit with Pastor Tiffany? If so, please call the church office or parsonage and she would be delighted       

to make arrangements to visit with you at your home, or at the church, whatever is most comfortable for you!  

 

 

Our budget for 2022 totals $158,683.50, which means we have an average of $13,223.63 in budgeted expenses each 

month.    Our average General Fund income for the first 2 quarters of 2022 was $10,418.00 per month.   Our average     

General Fund income for the third quarter of 2022 was $11,569. 

In October, our income was $10,099.00.  Our expenses were $10,463.00, so we were short $364.00.   Thanks for your con-

tinued support of our ministries. 

As the Bishop’s cabinet, our District Superintendent, and the Leadership Team continue to discern what is best for the   

future of our church, we thank you for all the ways that each of you has contributed to the life of our church through the 

years. We want to acknowledge a wonderful historic pattern in our church—your ability to step up whenever there is a 

need. That has been a wonderful blessing! 

The Leadership Team is deeply invested in ensuring the future of our worshiping community here in Laingsburg. In our 

efforts to do that, we recently engaged in a SWOT analysis (Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities, and Threats). We plan to 

use all that came out of that analysis, along with what we learn through reading Church Unique, to explore what makes our 

congregation unique and to determine the best path forward for our congregation.                                                                                                                             

                     -Your Leadership Team 

 

 

You may have noticed how much brighter it is outside the church at night.  We replaced the light on the east side of 

the building and the sensors on the lights on the west side of the church.  We still need to replace a few bulbs and     

re-position the lights in the parking lot.  We hope to do that soon. 

 

Trustees Corner: 

A Report from the Leadership Team: 



Looking Glass Service Opportunities:  
 
                          
Volunteer Taxi Drivers are needed.  
       (Mileage is reimbursed.) 
 

 

 

The Laingsburg Area Food Bank continues to operate out of the building and continues to meet the needs 

of some of the most vulnerable members of our community. If you know someone in our       community 

who is in need, please refer them to the Food Bank. It is open Mondays 1:00-3:00 pm and Thursdays 6:00-

8:00 pm.    Would you like to volunteer? Contact the Church Office. 

 

 

CHANGE FOR A CHANGE: 

During October, our Change for a Change jar collected  $56.57 for Readers for Leaders.  Remember, the  Core Youth 

Group continues to collect for this project with the “Money Wall.” 

 

During November, our Change for a Change jar will be out for our missionary, Lester Dornon.  

Lester and his wife, Deborah, are missionaries with the General Board of Global Ministries.  Lester is serving as senior 

physician at Tansen Hospital in Western Nepal in Asia.  He and his wife returned to Nepal and Tansen as missionaries 

in mid-2012, having served there from 1990-2002.  The hospital in Tansen is related to the United Mission in Nepal, 

established in 1954 as a partnership between the people of Nepal and a coalition of 20 Christian organizations on four 

continents. 

   

 

SERVICE and Mission Opportunities: 

Everyone likes to eat out once in awhile but 

not everyone can afford it.  Money for Meals 

gives people that opportunity and helps our 

businesses by putting people in need at 

their   tables and money in their registers.

You feel the joy of passing kindness forward!

OUTREACH: Trunk or Treat: 

Thanks to all those who helped with Trunk or Treat!  It was a  

lot of fun, and people seemed to appreciate the candy, cookies & 

hot chocolate, and the pumpkin decorating.  We never know what 

that outreach & hospitality says to people in our community, but 

we know that God uses all our efforts. 

Your very elegant  

Admin. Assistant! 

Appreciating our Teachers: 

In October, 3 people prepared and delivered baskets with bagels and cream cheese to the Middle School, the Elementary School, 

and to ECEC for the teachers to enjoy as they had their Parent/Teacher Conferences. 

This week we will do the same for the High School teachers for their conferences.  This is one way we show our teachers that we 

appreciate all they do for our children. 

Our wonderful youth! 



 
There are three focus areas for the EngageMI program: Learn, Give, and Act. And there will be lots of opportunities for us to 
Learn, Give, Act, and grow in our understanding of God and the world throughout the year ahead! 
For now, though, we are pleased to announce the list of programs and organizations we plan to support through the       
various steps of EngageMI’s “Give” focus area. Be on the look out for more information to come! 
 

STEP 1: Michigan Conference Ministry Shares 

We managed to pay our 2021 Conference Ministry Shares in full, and even had enough left over to pay our 2022 District Ministry 
Shares in full as well! We thank you all for your dedication to this vital work. Our goal is to do just that again in 2022. Our church 
has been asked to raise $14,460 this year, and we are confident we can do that. 
                                                                                                                                                                            Funds paid to date:  $6,183.00 

STEP 2: Michigan Projects 

Mission Intern Program—A ministry of the Michigan Annual Conference, encourages young adults to explore servant ministry for 
a summer. Interns work to provide summer programming for children and youth in rural and urban areas at locations across our 
state including West Branch UMC, Motown Mission, and Cass Community Services. 
https://www.facebook.com/MIMissionIntern                                                                                                           To date:  $152.50 

Looking Glass Community Outreach—A community based, non-profit agency located in the southwest corner of Shiawassee 
County. LGCO collaborates with individuals & families, groups, local churches (like LUMC) and other agencies to enable & em-
power those in need to tear down any barriers that may cause them to feel alone and isolated from the community as a whole. 
Some programs they provide are emergency assistance, volunteer taxi, community garden, and reading assistance. For ways to 
support this ministry beyond your financial giving, please look for regular updates in our newsletter and other announcements. 
http://lookingglassoutreach.org/                                                                                                                                   To date:  $236.00 

STEP 3: National Projects 

National Justice for Our Neighbors (NJFON)—supports and empowers a coalition of 20 JFON sites around the country that work 
to welcome immigrants and refugees by providing legal assistance that aspiring residents need but cannot afford or access. 
Through JFON’s attorneys, they help immigrants understand their choices and navigate the complexities of the legal system. 
Through their extensive volunteer corps, they are able to create a welcoming community that honors immigrants as fellow     
human beings. 
https://njfon.org/about-us/                                                                                                                                           To date:  $157.00 

STEP 4: International Projects 

Heifer International Living Gifts—This is a project we have supported before and look forward to supporting again! Heifer Inter-
national works with communities to end hunger and poverty by promoting sustainable farming practices.                               
https://www.heifer.org/our-work/index.html                                                                                                              To date:  $ 840.00 

Haitian Assets for Peace International—a grassroots organization in the community of Mizak, Haiti that empowers people,     
promotes health and wellness, delivers skilled training, brings technology and creates economic opportunities to grow personal 
and community assets for families to thrive not only survive. Their integrated approach harnesses the natural synergy between 
health, education, and economic development to create momentum for change. 
https://www.haitianassets.org/                                                                                                                            

Ganta United Methodist Hospital—Provides quality and affordable healthcare in the rural north of Liberia. 
https://umcmission.org/advance-project/ganta-united-methodist-hospital/                                                        To date:  $150.70 

STEP 5: Methodist Mission Personnel 

Lester Dornon— Lester and his wife, Deborah, are missionaries with the General Board of Global Ministries.  Lester is serving as 
senior physician at Tansen Hospital in Western Nepal in Asia.  He and his wife returned to Nepal and Tansen as missionaries in 
mid-2012, having served there from 1990-2002.  The hospital in Tansen is related to the United Mission in Nepal, established in 
1954 as a partnership between the people of Nepal and a coalition of 20 Christian organizations on four continents. 
https://umcmission.org/missionary-bio/10919z/   

STEP 6: United Methodist Committee on Relief Special Project 

Finally, the EngageMI program encourages us to go above and beyond our regular UMCOR Sunday Special Offering to extend 
continued support to the United Methodist Committee on Relief’s work around the world. This year, we have committed to send-
ing all funds designated for UMCOR that you do not allocate for a specific project or disaster response to Where most needed. 
                                                                                                                                                                                             To date:   $518.00 

https://www.facebook.com/MIMissionIntern
http://lookingglassoutreach.org/
https://njfon.org/about-us/
https://www.heifer.org/our-work/index.html
https://www.haitianassets.org/
https://umcmission.org/advance-project/ganta-united-methodist-hospital/


   

 We are continuing to progress through our latest Bible Study on the United 

Methodist Social Principles! You can join us any time.  We meet on Thursdays at     

10 am. Our social principles include highly thought-out theological statements on 

controversial subjects from our responsibility to care for the  environment to our life 

together to our engagement in the political sphere and everything in between.  

 
Diana Carpenter and Pastor Tiffany have once again picked up with their podcast series  
entitled “Conversations with D n’ T: Spiritual Journeying.”  They started out with an  
examination of their spiritual journeys to date, and then moved along through some critical ques-
tions about what the Bible is and how some of its more difficult passages can inform our spiritual 
journeys.    You can find these podcasts on our facebook page, website, iTunes and YouTube or by 
clicking on the link provided. https://www.buzzsprout.com/1785279  
 

        

Below you will find a list of dates, sermon titles, and scripture lessons.   

November 6      All Saints Day          Ephesians 1:11-23 

 

November 13 Open-mouthed Tourists   Luke 21:5-19 

 

November 17 Messy Church     6:00-7:30 pm  
 

Messy Church is church, but not church as you know it! It is a way of being church for all-ages to join 

in experiencing fun and faith formative activities. Found throughout the globe. Based on the values of 

all-ages together, celebration, creativity, hospitality, and centering ourselves in Christ. Our next 

Messy Church event will be held on Thursday, November 17 from 6:00-7:30 pm.   ALL are Welcome! 

 

November 20 Scoffers on the Hill   Luke 23:33-43  

 

November 20 Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service  4:00 pm at LUMC 

 

November 27 First Sunday of Advent 
 

          

Coming to God in WORSHIP AND FELLOWSHIP: 

DISCOVERING More about God and Grow in Faith: 

Special Music: 

Joyful Noise Bells are back! 

Our choir is also singing for us.  

 If you are interested in joining choir, 
come on  Sunday mornings at 9:15 
for rehearsal. 

Coffee Hour Hosts: 

 Nov. 6:   Matt & Lori Wagner 

 Nov. 13:   Tom & Sandy Turek 

 Nov. 20:   Jean Austin/Cathy Chubb 

 Nov. 27:   Nancy Koerner 

 

Sunday, 
November 27 
after worship. 

Help us prepare our 
church for the  

Advent season! 

Classical Bells return! 
Saturday, December 10 

 

Read more about this concert 
on the Core Youth Group page 

of this newsletter! 

https://www.buzzsprout.com/1785279


Thanks now...and thanks in advance! 
  
It's a busy fall for the Core Youth Group! We've got some exciting things coming up for our church family and 
community to join in on with us. 
  
Fun at the Farm 
First of all, we're grateful to Diana Carpenter and the Peacock Road Family 
Farm family for letting us come out for our last gathering. They provided hot 
dogs, baked beans and cider, as well as a wonderfully warm bonfire!  We had 
fun  showing Hannah's German visitor, Amely, around the farm and out to the 
pumpkin patch, and welcoming Ethan's guest, Cam McGee.  
  
 
 
The Money Wall returns! 
The youth will be putting the Money Wall back up on Oct. 30 in the fellowship 
hall. Funds raised go to the Readers to Leaders program our church -- and 
many others in the United Methodist family -- is participating in. In October, 
our Change for a Change collection also went to this program. Now comes a 
fun new opportunity for November and December! 
The goal is at least $600 per church. Your generosity will help schools in      
Liberia and Michigan develop reading programs for children facing various 
learning challenges. 
  
All you have to do is grab an envelope of your choice and donate the amount written on it. So, if you can give 
$25, grab the envelope that says "25." Put in your cash or check (made out to LUMC with "Readers" in the 
memo line), and turn it into the office. You can also leave it in Karolyn's mailbox outside the office.  
  
 
 
Classical Bells 
Woohoo! Our favorite, talented, entertaining Classical Bells group returns at 7 p.m., Saturday, Dec. 10. If you 
haven't seen it, it's quite a production. Handbells of all types and sizes played by people who love bringing 
joy to others. They even throw in some fun along the way. Last year, an indoor snowball fight broke out!  

  
Get your tickets early to be sure you get a seat. They're $10 
each and can be purchased online through the church's  
website (select "Give Online) and choose the Classical Bells 
option. You can also pay with cash or check. See Carrie, Clint 
or Pastor Tiffany, or stop by the office to get your ticket. We'll 
also have them at the door the night of the concert. Bring your 
family and friends! 
  
Again, special thanks to Peacock Road Family Farm for underwriting the cost of the show, 
so 100% of the proceeds go to the Core Youth Group.  



 


