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Inconvenient Truths of the Bible: On Immigration
As I sit and watch the news of what is unfolding at the U.S. border with Mexico and the deep divisions it has
sown through the fabric of our nation, I am left wondering what the Bible has to say on the subject. After
all, as Christians, first and foremost, our opinions on this issue ought to be informed by a clear reading of
Scripture.
In 2012 at Mission U, I took part in a Spiritual Growth Study entitled Immigration and the Bible. This curriculum was developed for the United Methodist Women in response to immigration issues our country was
facing ‘way back then.’ This study opened my eyes to the narrative of scripture in a new way. It helped me
see that Scripture’s narrative is one that is by, for, and about migrants, immigrants, refugees, and asylum
seekers. From the story of Abraham, Sarah, and Hagar (Genesis 12-16) who journeyed from their land of
origin to the land God promised to them. From the story of Joseph and his family’s migration to Egypt in a
time of famine (Genesis 37-47). To their flight from Egypt in the book of Exodus, to the story of Ruth and
Naomi (Ruth 1-2), to Jesus himself who fled to Egypt to escape Herod’s wrath (Matthew 2). All of this is not
even to mention that the vast majority of the Torah—the first five books of the Bible; the law—was written
and compiled while the Jews were in exile in Babylon. The Bible is a story of the sojourner, the stranger, and
the alien in our midst.
With that in mind, it becomes hard for me, as a Christian leader to ignore the cry of the needy. As much as
the Bible is the story of migrants, immigrants, refugees, and asylum seekers, it is also a source of hope for
those who face these dire straits. The Bible was a source of hope for each of our ancestors who immigrated
to this country at some point in our history and were ostracized and ridiculed because they “did not speak
our language” or were not the right brand of Christian. With that history in mind, I ask myself why there
isn’t more of an outcry from the Christian community at our nation’s failure to extend hospitality and compassion to those who wait at our border for a chance at a better future. Don’t get me wrong, I understand
there is a process they have to go through, but that is no excuse for the conditions we stand by and allow
our neighbors to be held in.

It all reminds me of that Great Commandment and the Parable of the Good Samaritan. We are called—
commanded—by God to love God and love our neighbor. The Good Samaritan, who himself was a member
of a marginalized community, responded to the needs of his brother lying in the ditch along the road without regard to race, religion, ethnicity, political opinion, or the language he spoke. Instead, he responded
with regard for the man’s created and human dignity as a Child of God. I pray, for our nation’s sake, that
one day we will be able to set aside our differences and learn to love our neighbor with the radical and allinclusive love with which Christ has called us to love. Someday, I hope our denomination, its churches, and
its members can live more fully into the words we find in our Social Principles on the rights of immigrants
where we proclaim that “we recognize, embrace, and affirm all persons, regardless of country of origin, as
members of the family of God.” Someday, I hope that we are able to embrace and love our neighbors, both
near and far, as radically and fully as the Good Samaritan and as God has embraced each of us in love.
Many Blessings,

Pastor Tiffany
Pastor Tiffany is still visiting folks upon request. If you would like a visit, please call the church office or parsonage and
she would be delighted to make arrangements to visit you at your home, on your porch/patio/pontoon, or at the
church, whatever is most comfortable for you!

UPCOMING SERMON SERIES:
This Summer and into the Fall, we will be working our way through a worship and preaching series that will
take us all the way through the book of Genesis. This book tells the story of the beginning of God’s creation and of
God’s chosen people. We will cover a few chapters each week. Here is a snapshot of where we have been in the past
few weeks and where we are headed in the month ahead, in the event that you would like to follow along or read
ahead:
September 26

Genesis 29-30

Jacob’s Rocky Marriages

October 3

Genesis 31-33

The Reconciliation of Jacob and Esau

October 10

Genesis 34-35

Dinah and the Birth of Benjamin

October 17

Genesis 36 and 38

The Fates of Esau and Tamar

October 24

Genesis 37 and 39-41

Joseph Act 1: Betrayals and Joseph’s Rise

October 31

Genesis 42-42

Joseph Act 2: Joseph Tests His Brothers

Pastor Tiffany

Laity Sunday

Warning: Genesis is full of beautiful blessings, promises, and examples of God’s grace extended to creation
and humanity; however, it also has its darker side. In the firm belief that all scripture is God inspired and good for
teaching, we will not be shying away from these darker sides of Genesis.

IMPORTANT DATES:
Charge Conference—via Zoom Monday, October 25, 2021 at 7:00 pm—If you are not a member of the
Leadership Team and would like to attend this meeting, please contact the church office to be added to
the email list to receive the zoom information.

SERVICE AND MISSION OPPORTUNITIES:
ENGAGEMI UPDATE: Our Church continues to strive to meet our EngageMI 2021 Learn, Act, and Give goals. We
have taken some steps toward our Act goals by providing the breakfast and welcome kits for the carnival workers at this
year’s carnival and by stepping up to manage the funds for the Money4Meals program! This month, we would like to
focus our Giving efforts on the national project we selected along with the two projects we highlighted within our Conference. If you would like to make a contribution to one of those projects (listed below) or to our general ministry shares
you may do so through your preferred giving method.
STEP 1: Michigan Conference Ministry Shares
We managed to pay our 2020 Conference Ministry Shares in full, despite the pandemic and we are so proud of you all for helping
make that possible! Our goal is to do just that again in 2021. Our church has been asked to raise $14,760, this is a decrease of
over $2,000 compared to last year, so we are confident we can reach that goal!
Funds paid to date: $10,943.00
STEP 2: Michigan Projects
United Methodist Community House—has been a venerable, trusted resource in Grand Rapids, MI, providing expansive services
for everyone from infants to senior citizens in a warm, inclusive, multi-cultural atmosphere since 1902. It was originally founded
by the United Methodist Women.
Funds raised to date: $50.00
http://www.umchousegr.org/about/
Wesley Woods Bathhouse Replacement—funds donated to this project will fund the replacement of the 50+ year old bathhouse
at Wesley Woods United Methodist Camp in Dowling, MI. Completion of this project will serve over 500 children and youth who
attend Wesley Woods each Summer.
Funds raised to date: $300.00
https://umcamping.org/camps/wesley-woods/about/
STEP 3: National Projects
National Justice for Our Neighbors (NJFON)—supports and empowers a coalition of 20 JFON sites around the country that work
to welcome immigrants and refugees by providing legal assistance that aspiring residents need but cannot afford or access.
Through JFON’s attorneys, they help immigrants understand their choices and navigate the complexities of the legal system.
Through their extensive volunteer corps, they are able to create a welcoming community that honors immigrants as fellow
human beings.
https://njfon.org/about-us/
Funds raised to date: $25.00
STEP 4: International Projects
Heifer International Living Gifts—This is a project we have supported before and look forward to supporting again! Heifer
International works with communities to end hunger and poverty by promoting sustainable farming practices.
https://www.heifer.org/our-work/index.html
Funds raised to date: $73.00
Haitian Assets for Peace International—a grassroots organization that empowers people, promotes health and wellness, delivers
skilled training, brings technology and creates economic opportunities to grow personal and community assets for families to
thrive not only survive. Their integrated approach harnesses the natural synergy between health, education, and economic development to create momentum for change.
https://www.haitianassets.org/
Funds Raised to date: $50.00
Water for Life—constructing wells to provide clean water and toilets to improve living standard in communities across Liberia.
https://advance.umcmission.org/p-394-water-for-life.aspx
Funds raised to date: $55.00
STEP 5: Methodist Mission Personnel
Delbert and Sandra Groves, who have served in Zambia since 2000. Through their work at the New Life Center there, they have
offered numerous outreach ministries, facilitated greater access to health education as well as the development of a learning and
computer lab, and established PET (Personal Energy Transportation) Zambia which works to develop mobility devices that
empower the handicapped by providing greater freedom of movement.
Funds raised to date: $95.00
STEP 6: United Methodist Committee on Relief Special Project
Finally, the EngageMI program encourages us to go above and beyond our regular UMCOR Sunday Special Offering to extend
continued support to the United Methodist Committee on Relief’s work around the world. This year, we have committed to sending all funds designated for UMCOR that you do not allocate for a specific project or disaster response to U.S Disaster Relief.
Funds raised to date: $ 1410.00

The United Methodist Women gave $300 to UMCOR U.S. Disaster Relief (Step 6) and challenged the church to match
that. That challenge was met and exceeded by raising $910 for a total of $1210!! Thank you for giving!!

DISCOVERING MORE ABOUT GOD AND GROW IN FAITH:
The Slightly Bad Girls of the Bible study is underway. This study will take an in-depth
look at the female characters found in Genesis—from Sarah and Hagar to Rachel and Leah.
You are welcome to join us at any time for stimulating conversation and wonderful opportunities to learn and explore our faith together.

Diana Carpenter and Pastor Tiffany continue the podcast series entitled
“Conversations with D n’ T: Spiritual Journeying” in which we will strive to enhance
people’s understanding of God and church, as we walk our spiritual journeys.
Through this series we hope to ask and answer some of the tough questions about
God, faith, church, and so much more, so that we can all become more comfortable
asking these questions and enhance our spiritual journeys in the process. You can
find these podcasts on our facebook page, website, and (coming soon!) YouTube or
by clicking on the link provided. https://www.buzzsprout.com/17279

UPCOMING EVENTS:
Back by popular demand: Trunk-or-Treat!
Plans are underway for us to host our
annual Trunk-or-Treat event on October
31, 2021. We are beginning to collect
candy and looking forward to offering
this fun event to the young people of our
community!

SAVE THE DATE: Saturday, Dec. 11.
CLASSICAL BELLS will return to LUMC.
Tickets will be on sale soon!

MUSIC NOTE:
Both the Chapelaire Choir and the Handbell Choir have resumed! Choir rehearses on
Sunday mornings at 9:00 am. Handbells rehearse on Wednesdays at 7:00 pm.
All are welcome!

WIN – WIN – WIN!
DONATE TOWARD A MEAL
for a
FOOD-INSECURE PERSON OR FAMILY
and
SUPPORT A LOCAL BUSINESS

Everyone likes to eat out once in awhile but not everyone can afford it. Our restaurants are coming back from the
pandemic. Money for Meals puts people in need at their tables and money in their registers.

You feel the joy of passing kindness forward!
Participating Businesses:
Ayven Grace
The Dairy Den

Tammy’s Bakery & Cafe

PDP’s

Firefly Ridge

Thus far, $549.00 has been raised by community members and members of our congregation to provide free meals to
members of our community who need it! Please spread the word about this wonderful program to those who may
wish to give, but more importantly to those who might be in need of a much-deserved meal out.

The Laingsburg Area Food Bank continues to operate out of the building and
continues to meet the needs of some of the most vulnerable members of our
community. If you know someone in our community who is in need, please
refer them to the Food Bank. It is open Mondays 1:00-3:00 pm and Thursdays
6:00-8:00 pm.

We are resuming our monthly donations of personal care items to the Food Bank.
We will collect donations on the first Sunday of each month. Please consider bringing
the following items:
Laundry Detergent

Bar Soap

Paper Towels

Cleaning Liquids

Deodorant

Toothpaste

Toilet Paper

Shampoo

Dish Soap

Join us on Saturday, October 16, 2021 from
11 am-3 pm to celebrate the impact of our 150
years of ministry here in the Laingsburg Community.
There will food, fellowship, fun activities, and
opportunities to learn more about the history of
our mission through the years.
If you are interested in joining the planning team or
volunteering to help out with cooking, activities, or
presenting our history, please contact Pastor Tiffany
or Diana Carpenter.

