October 2022

Pastoral Letter
Inconvenient Truths of the Bible: On Church and State
As Americans living in the 21st century, the separation of church and state is something that is so deeply
enshrined at the core of our very being that we cannot fathom anything different. Our hackles rise at even
the slightest perceived threat to that fundamental notion. Yet, it is often misunderstood and misrepresented. What we have
colloquially come to refer to as the notion of the “separation of church and state” is grounded in the First Amendment of
the US Constitution. The portion pertaining to the “separation of church and state” reads: “Congress shall make no law
respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free expression thereof…” This amendment serves a threefold
function: 1) It provides for the freedom of religious expression. 2) It prevents the state from favoring or inhibiting any one
religion. And 3) It prevents the establishment of a state sponsored religion. There is, however, one crucial protection the
First Amendment does not provide and that is it does not prevent anyone from taking their religious convictions and faith
and using them to inform their engagement in political and public life—it does not protect the state from the influence and
convictions of the religious. 1
These are privileges and protections that are not afforded in every nation and that have not been afforded consistently
throughout the history of our faith. In fact, for large swathes of Christian history, church and state were so intertwined that
one could not be discerned from the other. This began when Emperor Constantine converted to Christianity and was truly
solidified when the Roman Catholic Church consecrated Charlemagne as the first Holy Roman Emperor on December 25, 800
AD. For centuries after this, the church made and unmade kings and kingdoms throughout Europe. In truth, this is likely to
form a formal relationship that the framers of our Constitution were trying to avoid.
This direct and powerful interference of the church on the world stage is very interesting given what the Bible has to say on
the matter. When Jesus said, “Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s” (Mark
12:17), he was condoning the payment of taxes to the empire. Therefore, it is right for us to pay our taxes, even if some of
our money will be used to sponsor things that we might find morally objectionable. That said, we also have an obligation to
seek peace and prosperity for our nation and to pray for it, because when our nation prospers, we will prosper (Jeremiah
29:7). With that call in mind, when we find something our nation is doing to be morally objectionable, we have an obligation
to put our faith in the public square.
Our contemporary understanding of the separation of church and state has often led people to believe that there should be
no expression of our faith in our public life—that to be unpatriotic is to be unchristian. However, as Stephen Mattson writes,
“Sometimes, being a good Christian meant being a bad Roman. So before you accuse people of being unpatriotic, ask
yourself which empire they are actually serving.” Yes, we are here to live our lives subject to the governing authorities
(Romans 13:1), but we are also here to live our lives subject to the will of God—to work toward building a more loving, kind,
and just world.
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US Tax Code does prevent religious organizations along with all other non-profit organizations from endorsing or campaigning
on behalf of political candidates. This is why the Leadership Team was very careful in its decision to invite and host candidates
for political office from both parties. We are neither endorsing, nor campaigning on behalf of either candidate. We are simply
providing an opportunity for you all to engage your faith in your public life.

Where the governmental authorities fall short, it is our Christian duty to take action—to build a better world. A world in
which our Savior no longer needs to flee the land because of the wrath of its rulers (Matthew2:13-23). A world in which our
Savior no longer needs to take shelter in a foreign land. Church and state function best when they are separate, but state
functions best when the faith of its people holds it accountable to the goodness God seeks to instill in all of us.
May God bless you all,

Pastor Tiffany
Would you like to visit with Pastor Tiffany? If so, please call the church office or parsonage and she would be delighted
to make arrangements to visit with you at your home, on your porch/patio/pontoon, or at the church, whatever is most
comfortable for you!

A Report from the Leadership Team:
Our budget for 2022 totals $158,683.50, which means we have an average of $13,223.63 in budgeted expenses each
month. Our average General Fund income for the first 2 quarters of 2022 was $10,418.00 per month. Our average
General Fund income for the third quarter of 2022 was $11,569.
In September, thanks to several very generous, one-time donations, our actual income was $20,000. Our expenses were
$12,431, so we had an excess of $7,569! The extraordinary gifts were not included in the quarterly income averages listed
above. Those extra gifts allowed us to pay back the $4,650 that we had borrowed from the Facilities Fund over the last few
months to cover our general operating expenses. We are trending up in our income, so we thank you for your giving!
As the Bishop’s cabinet, our District Superintendent, and the Leadership Team continue to discern what is best for the
future of our church, we thank you for all the ways that each of you has contributed to the life of our church through the
years. We want to acknowledge a wonderful historic pattern in our church—your ability to step up whenever there is a
need. That has been a wonderful blessing!
The Leadership Team is deeply invested in ensuring the future of our worshiping community here in Laingsburg. In our
efforts to do that, we recently engaged in a SWOT analysis (Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities, and Threats). We plan to
use all that came out of that analysis, along with what we learn through reading Church Unique, to explore what makes our
congregation unique and to determine the best path forward for our congregation.
-Your Leadership Team

Trustees Corner:
There have been a few changes around the building this past month, so we wanted to give you a few updates:
When you enter the building now, you will likely notice that some furniture has been rearranged in the Narthex (or gathering place just outside of the sanctuary). This is because, after 11 years, the foundation of our new building has begun to
settle. We are in the process of seeking quotes from contractors to repair the issue, but in the meantime, we have moved
our welcome and resource tables to cover most of the uneven places. Repair of this issue will be a huge undertaking and
will likely be very costly. Please bear with us as we explore the best path forward.
You may also have noticed some very cute little critters on the walls above some of the light switches around the
building. The majority of the lights in our building are motion activated and on timers, but some of them are not,
and this can be confusing. We have put cute little “save the planet” critters over some of the switches to help
folks remember that those lights need to be turned off.
A number of the stained ceiling tiles throughout the building have been replaced as well. Please be sure to thank Susan
Protas for assisting with that work.
Some lights in the fellowship hall and bathrooms have been replaced, and more will be replaced in the weeks to come.
It sure will be refreshing to see that space brightened up! The light sensors at the front and back have also been replaced.
A new paint color has been selected and purchased for the office, the Pastor’s office, and fellowship hall bathrooms. There
is a little bit of prep work that needs to be done, but we anticipate the project will be complete sometime this month.

SERVICE and Mission Opportunities:
CHANGE FOR A CHANGE:
During September, our Change for a Change jar collected $150.70 for Ganta United Methodist Hospital in Liberia.
Core kicking off READERS TO LEADERS Program soon!
At the 2022 Michigan Annual Conference, the body voted overwhelmingly to
support the Readers to Leaders fundraising campaign. The campaign runs from
September 10, 2022, to May 1, 2023 and has a goal of raising $500,000. These
funds will support two ministries focused on education:
• Half will benefit the Liberia Scholarship Program of the Michigan Conference’s
Liberia Ministry Partners, and
• Half will benefit the Michigan Conference’s Children Defense Fund Freedom
Schools Program.
Each congregation is challenged to raise at least $600 toward Readers to Leaders. The Core Youth Group is excited to
lead LUMC’s efforts to reach this goal. Look for the return of our Money Wall in the fellowship hall soon!
Our Change for a Change jar will also be out in October for Readers to Leaders.

Looking Glass Service Opportunities:
Volunteer Taxi Drivers are needed.
(Mileage is reimbursed.)

The Laingsburg Area Food Bank continues to operate out of the building and continues to meet the
needs of some of the most vulnerable members of our community. If you know someone in our
community who is in need, please refer them to the Food Bank. It is open Mondays 1:00-3:00 pm and
Thursdays 6:00-8:00 pm. Would you like to volunteer? Contact the Church Office.

OUTREACH:
TRUNK OR TREAT IS COMING!
Monday, October 31
6:00-8:00 pm
We need volunteers and
LOTS of candy!
There is a large trash can for your candy
donations in the narthex.

There are three focus areas for the EngageMI program: Learn, Give, and Act. And there will be lots of opportunities for us to
Learn, Give, Act, and grow in our understanding of God and the world throughout the year ahead!
For now, though, we are pleased to announce the list of programs and organizations we plan to support through the
various steps of EngageMI’s “Give” focus area. Be on the look out for more information to come!

STEP 1: Michigan Conference Ministry Shares
We managed pay our 2021 Conference Ministry Shares in full, and even had enough left over to pay our 2022 District Ministry
Shares in full as well! We thank you all for your dedication to this vital work. Our goal is to do just that again in 2022. Our church
has been asked to raise $14,460 this year, and we are confident we can do that.
Funds paid to date: $5,730.00
STEP 2: Michigan Projects
Mission Intern Program—A ministry of the Michigan Annual Conference, encourages young adults to explore servant ministry for
a summer. Interns work to provide summer programming for children and youth in rural and urban areas at locations across our
state including West Branch UMC, Motown Mission, and Cass Community Services.
https://www.facebook.com/MIMissionIntern
To date: $152.50
Looking Glass Community Outreach—A community based, non-profit agency located in the southwest corner of Shiawassee
County. LGCO collaborates with individuals & families, groups, local churches (like LUMC) and other agencies to enable & empower those in need to tear down any barriers that may cause them to feel alone and isolated from the community as a whole.
Some programs they provide are emergency assistance, volunteer taxi, community garden, and reading assistance. For ways to
support this ministry beyond your financial giving, please look for regular updates in our newsletter and other announcements.
http://lookingglassoutreach.org/
To date: $236.00
STEP 3: National Projects
National Justice for Our Neighbors (NJFON)—supports and empowers a coalition of 20 JFON sites around the country that work
to welcome immigrants and refugees by providing legal assistance that aspiring residents need but cannot afford or access.
Through JFON’s attorneys, they help immigrants understand their choices and navigate the complexities of the legal system.
Through their extensive volunteer corps, they are able to create a welcoming community that honors immigrants as fellow
human beings.
https://njfon.org/about-us/
To date: $157.00
STEP 4: International Projects
Heifer International Living Gifts—This is a project we have supported before and look forward to supporting again! Heifer International works with communities to end hunger and poverty by promoting sustainable farming practices.
https://www.heifer.org/our-work/index.html
To date: $ 840.00
Haitian Assets for Peace International—a grassroots organization in the community of Mizak, Haiti that empowers people,
promotes health and wellness, delivers skilled training, brings technology and creates economic opportunities to grow personal
and community assets for families to thrive not only survive. Their integrated approach harnesses the natural synergy between
health, education, and economic development to create momentum for change.
https://www.haitianassets.org/
Ganta United Methodist Hospital—Provides quality and affordable healthcare in the rural north of Liberia.
https://umcmission.org/advance-project/ganta-united-methodist-hospital/
To date: $150.70
STEP 5: Methodist Mission Personnel
Lester Dornon— Lester and his wife, Deborah, are missionaries with the General Board of Global Ministries. Lester is serving as
senior physician at Tansen Hospital in Western Nepal in Asia. He and his wife returned to Nepal and Tansen as missionaries in
mid-2012, having served there from 1990-2002. The hospital in Tansen is related to the United Mission in Nepal, established in
1954 as a partnership between the people of Nepal and a coalition of 20 Christian organizations on four continents.
https://umcmission.org/missionary-bio/10919z/
STEP 6: United Methodist Committee on Relief Special Project
Finally, the EngageMI program encourages us to go above and beyond our regular UMCOR Sunday Special Offering to extend
continued support to the United Methodist Committee on Relief’s work around the world. This year, we have committed to sending all funds designated for UMCOR that you do not allocate for a specific project or disaster response to Where most needed.
To date: $518.00

DISCOVERING More about God and Grow in Faith:
We are continuing to progress through our latest Bible Study on the United
Methodist Social Principles! You can join us any time. We meet on Thursdays at
10 am. Our social principles include highly thought-out theological statements on
controversial subjects from our responsibility to care for the environment to our life
together to our engagement in the political sphere and everything in between.
Diana Carpenter and Pastor Tiffany have once again picked up with their podcast series
entitled “Conversations with D n’ T: Spiritual Journeying.” They started out with an
examination of their spiritual journeys to date, and then moved along through some critical questions about what the Bible is and how some of its more difficult passages can inform our spiritual
journeys. You can find these podcasts on our facebook page, website, iTunes and YouTube or by
clicking on the link provided. https://www.buzzsprout.com/1785279

Coming to God in WORSHIP AND FELLOWSHIP:

October sermon series: Not Ashamed

Below you will find a list of dates, sermon titles, and scripture lessons.
October 2

Gulf is Crossed

World Communion Sunday

Luke 16:19-31

October 9

Rekindle the Gift

2 Timothy 1:1-14 and Luke 17:5-10

October 16

Present Yourself to God

2 Timothy 2:8-15 and Luke 17:11-19

October 20

Messy Church

6:00-7:30 pm

Messy Church is church, but not church as you know it! It is a way of being church for all-ages to join
in experiencing fun and faith formative activities. Found throughout the globe. Based on the values of
all-ages together, celebration, creativity, hospitality, and centering ourselves in Christ. Our next
Messy Church event will be held on Thursday, October 20 from 6:00-7:30 pm. ALL are Welcome!
October 23

Itching Ears

2 Timothy 3:14-4:5

October 30

Poured Out

2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18

Save the date: Our Annual Church Conference will be on Sunday, October 23 at 4:00 pm, held at Shaftsburg UMC.
We will vote on an Endowment Policy. You can pick up a copy at the church, or there is a link in this email.
Coffee Hour Hosts:
Oct. 2: Martha West/Wendy Venier
Oct. 9: Clint & Carrie Rathbun Hawks
Oct. 16: Dave & Jessie Sebenick
Oct. 23: Pat Hibbard

Special Music:
Our choir will be singing for us during
October.
If you are interested in joining them,
come on Sunday mornings at 9:15
for rehearsal.

Oct. 30: John & Joan Peck

Baby Shower for Chong
We are very happy to share this exciting event with Chong and Zaikuan. We will meet for potluck lunch
at noon on Sunday, Oct. 16 at McClintock Park.
They are registered at Amazon. Go to Registry, Baby Registry, put in Chong Zheng, arrival date is
12/27/22. There also is a Baby Love Offering online, or you can write that on your check memo line.

Core kicks off new year with a splash!
The Core Youth Group had its annual school year kick-off Sept. 4 with its traditional party at the Hawks’
house on Lake Victoria. We had nine people attend! Four of them were the family of a friend of one of our
members. Although they attend other youth groups, we talked about possibly doing some service projects
together.
We had the usual swim in the lake, explored one of Lake Victoria’s islands and then a bonfire with a hot dog
roast and s’mores. While it was a chilly night, everyone grabbed a blanket and stayed close to the fire. It was
fun, and good to be back together.
Sept. 18 we presented a recap of our Midwest Mission Distribution Center trip to the congregation. The youth
group put it together all by themselves and did a great job. Information was shared on how to support the
center – which in turn supports UMCOR and other local and international humanitarian organizations – as
well as what we did while there. If you’d like to see the video of the presentation, visit the church’s Facebook
or YouTube page.
Plans for this year include another scavenger hunt and food drive for the Laingsburg Food Bank; a group
Thanksgiving dinner where we make all the edibles for ourselves; possibly working with the United Women in
Faith group (formerly UMW) to make bags for the Midwest Mission Distribution Center that are used for
school kits for kids in underserved parts of the world (we did these on our mission trip); a return trip to Camp
Barakel for a winter retreat; a lock-in; a venture out to Peacock Road Family Farm this fall; and helping again
as elves at Santa’s Workshop in Ashley with the Sawdust Santas during the Polar Express excursions.

