September 2022

Pastoral Letter
Inconvenient Truths of the Bible: On Debts
As some of you may be aware, the month of August came to a close with
quite a bang as the Biden administration announced a sweeping plan to
address the student debt crisis in our nation.
That announcement has sparked an extremely broad range of responses from people of
all ages—from elation to anger and frustration and everywhere in between.
What has shocked me most, have been the responses from the so called “Christian
community.” Some of which have included, comments like ‘I worked hard to pay off my
debts’ and ‘people who don’t pay their loans off are just lazy.’ Those statements are often
followed by ‘it’s not fair’ or ‘why should I have to fund the payment of someone else’s
debt?’
With all of these sentiments being churned up,
many have responded by producing and distributing pithy memes—which are humorous images, videos, pieces of text, etc., that are copied (often with slight variations)
and spread rapidly by internet users—across a variety of social media platforms. I have
included a few prime examples of this, for your viewing pleasure.
Each of these are what they are—pithy stabs at the people who are upset at the
prospect of student loan debts being forgiven—and each comes with their own
theological problems. However, the point still stands, the Christian faith and the Bible
have a whole lot to say about debts. Meriam-Webster defines debt simply as
“something owed: an obligation.” By this definition, debt can take many forms. In fact,
anything that creates an obligation for us is a debt.

If I am truly honest, what the Bible has to say about debt is a mixed bag—as is the case with
many social issues. If we were to look at a cross section of the laundry list of claims the Bible
makes about loaning, borrowing, and debt, it might look something like this:

•

In the Books of the Law
- Exodus 22:14—If anything is borrowed, it should be paid back. If what is borrowed
is lost or injured, full restitution must be made.
- Exodus 22:25—If you lend money to any of my people with you who is poor, you
shall not be like a moneylender to him, and you shall not exact interest
from him.
- Deuteronomy 15:6—If you are faithful in obeying God's commandments, you will
be blessed and able to lend and not borrow.
- Deuteronomy 23:20—You may charge a foreigner interest, but you may not
charge your brother interest.

•

In the Books of Wisdom
- Psalm 37:21—The wicked borrows but does not pay back, but the righteous is
generous and gives.
- Proverbs 22:7—The rich rule over the poor, and the borrower is the slave of the lender.

•

In the Prophets
- Isaiah 24:1-2—Whether a borrower or a lender, it doesn't matter; all will be subject to
God’s judgment.

•

In the Gospels
- Matthew 5:42—Give to him who asks you, and from him who wants to borrow from
you do not turn away.
- Matthew 6:12—And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.
It seems pretty cut and dry, right? The Bible tells us not to lend at interest to our own people.
But we can lend at interest to people who are not our people. Borrowing should be avoided
because in borrowing, the borrower becomes a slave to the lender. But if we have to borrow,
we must repay our debts. Sounds about like how we handle lending, borrowing, and debt
today—except for the part about not charging interest; no one in their right mind lends without charging interest today.

It's all pretty simple, until you read Leviticus 25 which outlines and establishes the practice of
Jubilee and is quite possibly the practice Jesus was referencing in Matthew 6 (see above)
when he articulated in the Lord’s Prayer. Jubilee was celebrated every 50 years. It follows
from the idea that every seventh year is a sabbath year, and after the seventh sabbath year
(49 years) an additional, sacred sabbath year is to be
held. During this Year of Jubilee, all debts were wiped clean. Just as on the regular sabbath
years, the land is left untilled and unplanted, but this year it also went unharvested. Tribal,
clan, and family lands as well as homes were restored to their original owners—regardless of
to whom or when the property was sold or lost. Finally, the enslaved and their children were
to be set free. In this year of Jubilee, all debts and obligations were expunged, regardless of
whether or not people deserved it or how hard they worked in the interim between the
Jubilee years.
So, what does the Bible say about forgiving debts? In short, it’s complicated. Personally, I
tend to air on the side of generosity and grace; lending and borrowing at minimal interest—if
necessary; and leaving the judging up to God (Isaiah 24:1-2).
May God bless you all,

Pastor Tiffany
Would you like to visit with Pastor Tiffany? If so, please call the church office or parsonage and she would be delighted to make
arrangements to visit with you at your home, on your porch/patio/pontoon, or at the church, whatever is most comfortable for
you!

“What’s Next?” Initiative Update
Our budget for 2022 totals $158,683.50, which means we have an average of $13,223.63 in budgeted expenses each month.
Our average General Fund income for the first quarter of 2022 was $10,726.50 per month. This means our income is falling substantially short of our financial obligations and we do not have a reserve to fall back upon. During the month of July, we brought
in $12,137.
In August, we brought in $13,473. Our expenses were $11,557, so we had an excess of $1,926! Thank you for your faithful giving.
As the Bishop’s cabinet, our District Superintendent, and the Leadership Team continue discern what is best for the future of our
church, we thank you for all the ways that each of you has contributed to the life of our church through the years. We want to
acknowledge a wonderful historic pattern in our church—your ability to step up whenever there is a need. That has been a wonderful blessing!
-Your Leadership Team

SERVICE and Mission Opportunities:
CHANGE FOR A CHANGE:
During the month of August, we collected $152.50 for the Mission Intern
Program.
During September, our Change for a Change jar will be for the Ganta United Methodist Hospital in Liberia.
We are humbled by our church’s mandate to provide Christ-centered,
quality (but affordable) health care for a population of over 450,000. As a
not-for-profit organization, Ganta Hospital cannot afford to solely rely on
the local intake that are not regular. Further, the hospital’s “affordable”
fee-for-service falls far below the costs of services provided. Even with the
minimum charges, some of the struggling rural subsistence farming families cannot afford to pay the full amount. Therefore, the management is
mostly left with no alternative but to waive those fees. This situation
requires that the hospital to seek external supports to mitigate this gap in
revenue generation. While also realizing management must be creative in
identifying self-sustaining services in the hospital to minimize reliance on
outside supports. We are therefore pleased to report that contributions
(of funds, supplies, equipment, etc.) from our partners helped keep the
hospital stable and fully operational.

Looking Glass Service Opportunities:
Volunteer Taxi Drivers are needed.
(Mileage is reimbursed.)

The Laingsburg Area Food Bank continues to operate out of the building and continues to meet the
needs of some of the most vulnerable members of our community. If you know someone in our
community who is in need, please refer them to the Food Bank. It is open Mondays 1:00-3:00 pm and
Thursdays 6:00-8:00 pm. Would you like to volunteer? Contact the Church Office.

Everyone likes to eat out once in awhile but not everyone
can afford it. Money for Meals gives people that opportunity
and helps our businesses by putting people in need at their
tables and money in their registers.

You feel the joy of passing kindness forward!
Please consider supporting this worthwhile program and the people of our community by donating. You can
donate at any one of our participating businesses, online through our online giving platform, or by mailing or
dropping funds off at the church office.

There are three focus areas for the EngageMI program: Learn, Give, and Act. And there will be lots of opportunities for us to
Learn, Give, Act, and grow in our understanding of God and the world throughout the year ahead!
For now, though, we are pleased to announce the list of programs and organizations we plan to support through the
various steps of EngageMI’s “Give” focus area. Be on the look out for more information to come!

STEP 1: Michigan Conference Ministry Shares
We managed pay our 2021 Conference Ministry Shares in full, and even had enough left over to pay our 2022 District Ministry
Shares in full as well! We thank you all for your dedication to this vital work. Our goal is to do just that again in 2022. Our church
has been asked to raise $14,460 this year, and we are confident we can do that.
Funds paid to date: $3,889.00
STEP 2: Michigan Projects
Mission Intern Program—A ministry of the Michigan Annual Conference, encourages young adults to explore servant ministry for
a summer. Interns work to provide summer programming for children and youth in rural and urban areas at locations across our
state including West Branch UMC, Motown Mission, and Cass Community Services.
https://www.facebook.com/MIMissionIntern
To date: $152.50
Looking Glass Community Outreach—A community based, non-profit agency located in the southwest corner of Shiawassee
County. LGCO collaborates with individuals & families, groups, local churches (like LUMC) and other agencies to enable & empower those in need to tear down any barriers that may cause them to feel alone and isolated from the community as a whole.
Some programs they provide are emergency assistance, volunteer taxi, community garden, and reading assistance. For ways to
support this ministry beyond your financial giving, please look for regular updates in our newsletter and other announcements.
http://lookingglassoutreach.org/
To date: $236.00
STEP 3: National Projects
National Justice for Our Neighbors (NJFON)—supports and empowers a coalition of 20 JFON sites around the country that work
to welcome immigrants and refugees by providing legal assistance that aspiring residents need but cannot afford or access.
Through JFON’s attorneys, they help immigrants understand their choices and navigate the complexities of the legal system.
Through their extensive volunteer corps, they are able to create a welcoming community that honors immigrants as fellow
human beings.
https://njfon.org/about-us/
To date: $157.00
STEP 4: International Projects
Heifer International Living Gifts—This is a project we have supported before and look forward to supporting again! Heifer International works with communities to end hunger and poverty by promoting sustainable farming practices.
https://www.heifer.org/our-work/index.html
To date: $ 840.00
Haitian Assets for Peace International—a grassroots organization in the community of Mizak, Haiti that empowers people,
promotes health and wellness, delivers skilled training, brings technology and creates economic opportunities to grow personal
and community assets for families to thrive not only survive. Their integrated approach harnesses the natural synergy between
health, education, and economic development to create momentum for change.
https://www.haitianassets.org/
Ganta United Methodist Hospital—Provides quality and affordable healthcare in the rural north of Liberia.
https://umcmission.org/advance-project/ganta-united-methodist-hospital/
STEP 5: Methodist Mission Personnel
Chin H. Cho— A missionary with the General Board of Global Ministries serving as the coordinator of the United Methodist
Mission in Mongolia, based in Ulaanbaatar. He was commissioned in June 2015. As the country coordinator, Chin oversees the
several aspects of ministry, working with local Mongolian United Methodist leaders and other missionaries. He engages in the
training of indigenous clergy, who study at the Mongolia Trinity Bible College, where he teaches Wesleyan studies.
https://umcmission.org/missionary-bio/3022047/
STEP 6: United Methodist Committee on Relief Special Project
Finally, the EngageMI program encourages us to go above and beyond our regular UMCOR Sunday Special Offering to extend
continued support to the United Methodist Committee on Relief’s work around the world. This year, we have committed to sending all funds designated for UMCOR that you do not allocate for a specific project or disaster response to Where most needed.
Donations to date: $518.00

DISCOVERING More about God and Grow in Faith:
We are continuing to progress through our latest Bible Study on the United
Methodist Social Principles! You can join us any time. We meet on Thursdays at
10 am. Our social principles include highly thought-out theological statements on
controversial subjects from our responsibility to care for the environment to our life
together to our engagement in the political sphere and everything in between.

Diana Carpenter and Pastor Tiffany have once again picked up with their podcast series
entitled “Conversations with D n’ T: Spiritual Journeying.” They started out with an
examination of their spiritual journeys to date, and then moved along through some critical
questions about what the Bible is and how some of its more difficult passages can inform our
spiritual journeys. You can find these podcasts on our facebook page, website, iTunes and
YouTube or by clicking on the link provided. https://www.buzzsprout.com/1785279

Coming to God in WORSHIP AND FELLOWSHIP:
Below you will find a list of dates, sermon titles, and scripture lessons.
September 4

Counting the Cost

Luke 14:25-33

September 11

Finding the Lost

Luke 15:1-10

September 15

Messy Church

6:00-7:30 pm

Messy Church is church, but not church as you know it! It is a way of being church for all-ages to join
in experiencing fun and faith formative activities. Found throughout the globe. Based on the values
of all-ages together, celebration, creativity, hospitality, and centering ourselves in Christ. Our next
Messy Church event will be held on Thursday, September 15 from 6:00-7:30 pm. ALL are Welcome!

September 18

Debts are Tossed

Luke 16:1-13

September 25

Gulf is Crossed

Luke 16:19-31

Save the date: Our Annual Church Conference will be on Sunday, October 23 at 4:00 pm, held at Shaftsburg UMC.
We will vote on an Endowment Policy. You can pick up a copy at the church, or there is a link in this email.

Coffee Hour Hosts:
Sept 4: Donna Wolfrom/Myra Fraidenburg
Sept 11: Jeff & Jan Holyfield
Sept 18: Jo Hollenbeck
Sept 25: Roger & Sybil Curtis

Special Music:
Our choir will be resuming rehearsals on
September 11 and singing for us on select Sundays.
If you are interested in joining them, come on
Sunday, Sept. 11 at 9:00 for their first rehearsal.

