
That being said, in the event of 

an emergency, don’t call us be-

fore you call 911 or someone for 

help.   

2. Speaking of privacy, you might 

notice that you didn’t get an 

email or hear a prayer request 

from the pulpit when a friend 

from church was hospitalized.  

Don’t worry, they weren’t       

forgotten.  When I visit you, I will 

always ask if you’d like me to 

share select details with your church family.  Often 

the answer is yes, but sometimes it’s not, and that’s 

perfectly okay.  Just know that we don’t share your 

blood pressure, your most recent MRI images, or 

the more personal stuff. 

3. Sometimes I’ll get to the hospital room where I’m told 

that you’re staying, and I’ll see an empty bed.    

Unfortunately (or fortunately), the hospital staff 

doesn’t check with me to see when I’m coming  

before taking you for a scan, x-ray, or other test.      

If that’s the case, and I’m able to wait around, I will.  

At the very least, though, I’ll leave a card to let you 

know that I stopped by (and will stop back). 

 

So those are some of the practical things.  But, there is still 

something left to discuss.  Laingsburg didn’t think to build a 

world-class hospital in town.  Go figure!  That means that the 

closest hospital is at least 20 minutes away, and they’re in  

all different directions!  Add to that the plethora of assisted 

living, rehab, and nursing home facilities, and our members 

end up being all over the mid-Michigan map!  I make it a 

point to try to visit everyone as often as possible, but you can 

imagine that it can take days just to see everyone once.  I’m 

not complaining, though, because (1) it’s my job to do this, 

and as I said, I really like this part of my job, and (2) having 

quality care is important, and sometimes that means limited 

options and distance.  No worries.  All of that being said, 

though, I humbly request your help!  Here’s how: 

 

Care Group:  The Care Group here at this church does a   

wonderful job    reaching out to the church family, visitors, 

etc., especially when they’re in the hospital, another facility, 

or are homebound.  If you want to learn more about the   

compassionate work they do, please speak with Jean Austin, 

or any other member of the Care Group. 
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“Do you still visit people when they’re in the 

hospital?”  

 

This is a great question that I’m often asked in 

the days leading up to someone’s hospital stay, 

usually for a surgery, procedure, or other pur-

pose.  I’m also asked this by family members  

who are informing me (or sometimes the church 

office) that their loved one is in the hospital, at a 

rehab facility, or in some other space where a 

visit would be meaningful. 

 

Before I share more, let me first answer this 

question quite simply with one word: “Yes.”  I do 

visit people in the hospital, in rehab facilities, etc.  

It’s really one of the more rewarding and mean-

ingful parts of my job.  But it’s important to under-

stand a little bit about what goes on behind the 

scenes. 

 

First, it is important to understand why I, as a 

pastor, would visit the hospital.  If you’ve ever 

been in a hospital, chances are good that some-

thing was being done to increase your quality of 

life.  Maybe it’s for a planned surgery such as a 

joint replacement.  Perhaps it’s not for a planned 

purpose, but rather following an incident or    

episode in which health is a concern (cardiac 

issues, accidents, falls, etc.).  There is seemingly 

no limit to the number of things which can impact 

our health.  Regardless, being in a hospital, even 

though it’s a helpful place to be, can be scary, 

unnerving, draining, and so much more.  Having 

spiritual care from a pastor you know and trust 

can be very meaningful, for some.  For that    

purpose, I come for a brief time with prayer, 

words of hope (as best I can), often communion, 

sometimes laughter, and other times tears.  I’ve 

even come with coffee or soft drinks for loved 

ones.  It all depends! 

 

So, what are some practical things that are    

helpful to know? 

 

1. Unfortunately, unless you or a loved one 

tells me where you are and what’s hap-

pening, the odds of me (or the church 

office) finding out are pretty slim.  At 

one time, hospitals were a little more 

loose-lipped when it came to contacting 

churches about patients, but a number 

of privacy laws have changed that, and 

for good reason.  And so, don’t forget to 

let us know in some way, shape or form.  

 

In This Issue: 

 

Pg. 1: 
 

• From the Pastor’s 

 Pen 

 

Pg. 2: 
 

• Birthdays &             

 Anniversaries 

• Volunteers 

• Good things to   
 remember 

• Committee Corner 

• Lansing Lugnuts 
 Game 

• Shoe Drive 

 

Pg. 3: 
 

• Pastor’s Pen cont. 

• Blessing of the   
 Animals 

• Cheer ‘Em Back 

 

Pg. 4: 
 

• Summertime! 

 

 

 

Inserts: 

 

• August Calendar 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 “Asked and Answered” 

The LUMinary 
August 2019 



COMMITTEE CORNER 
 

 
 

 

Finance: 
We are now fully set up to receive donations through credit or debit card transactions through 

a secure network provided by VANCO Financials.  We also have the ability to set up electronic 

giving through our church website using checking/savings accounts, as well as debit/credit 

cards.  While we know that not everyone will want to utilize this form of giving (and that’s more 

than okay), we hope that you will consider it.   There is help to do this or an instructional      

brochure available at the Welcome Center.  Anyone who signs up for e-giving will receive one of 

our nifty new LUMC mugs! 

Remember the BIG Orange Buckets (B.O.B.) on the last Sunday of the month.  100% of this 

extra offering goes toward missions! 

 

Trustees: 

We are in the process of switching all of the church’s lighting to LED.  This will ultimately create 

significant savings, as well as better lighting and a reduced carbon footprint.  But we’ll need 

some help installing over 300 bulbs.  Please see Tom Brewer (Trustees Chairperson) or con-

tact the church office if you’re willing to help. 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

  

      

Good things to remember! 

 

• Never trust a dog to watch your food.                             

(Patrick, age 10) 

 

• Stay away from prunes.                                                      

(Randy, age 9) 
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5:  Harold Walters 

6:  Rick & Lori Hart 

13:  Gwen Ginther 

18:  Ed & Diana Carpenter 

18:  Randy Meder 

22:  Jan Holyfield 

25:  Joe Robinson 

27:  Floyd & Nancy Koerner 

27:  Duane & Glenna Ginther 

28:  Dan Venier 

30:  Dan Brook 

 

August Volunteers: 

 

4:  Jo Hollenbeck/Peggy Elkins 

11: Tom Guetzlaff/Bev Spooner 

18: Joel & Jeana Parker 

25:  Martha West/Wendy Venier 

 

    Coffee Hour: 

Head Usher: Lloyd Plont 

        Let’s Go NUTS! 

      Friday, August 16 

 

 

 

Join us for the fun of watching the    

Lansing Lugnuts game at 7:05 pm. 

It is “Faith and Family” night with      

fireworks after the game. 

Ticket orders with payment are due to 

the office by August 1st. 

The Men’s Breakfast Group                

and the Missions Work                       

Area are collecting                           

shoes to benefit the                               

Arc Mid-Michigan all                            

during the month of                             

August. 

 

Check your closet, and bring in any 

shoes in good enough shape that you 

would give them to a friend. 

 

The Arc Mid-Michigan is a non-profit 

dedicated to advocacy for                   

individuals with disabilities. 
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Pastor’s Pen continued… 

 

Visitation Team: Haven’t heard of this?  You didn’t miss a memo – it isn’t a 

thing…yet.  This fall, I want to create a team of people from this church who 

will be willing to assist with hospital, facility, and home visitations.  This 

doesn’t mean that you won’t see or hear from me if you’re in the hospital or 

homebound.  Rather, it means that you’ll also see other members of your 

church family from time to time.  If you are interested in this, and feel a 

nudge from God to be a part of it, there will be a chance to volunteer in the 

near future.  Just keep an ear out. 

 

Finally, remember what was shared in the “why do I visit hospitals” part of 

this “Asked and Answered” article?  I need to add something to it: I do it – we 

do it – because Christ did it.  It’s not something that United Methodists came 

up with, or that our Catholic brothers and sisters invented.  It was something 

that Christ demonstrated.  And so, we are called to do the same. 

 

Stay well and stay in love with God and others. 

Peace, 

Pastor Brian 

 

 

 

Thursday, August 22nd 

7:30am – 8:15am 

 

Meet at LUMC’s Front 

Steps 

 

 

Come and gather on the front steps of the 

church as we cheer on elementary school 

students headed for their first day back     

after a wonderful Summer Vacation!       

Come as you are.   

Coffee will be ready! 

 

The more people here to cheer, the better! 

Saturday, August 17 

9:30-11:00 am 

Victor Twp Hall 

6843 E. Alward Rd, Laingsburg 

Short program 9:30; blessings 

 from 9:45-11:00 

Laingsburg UMC will be holding a Blessing of the Animals on August 17 to show God’s love, care,   

and concern for creation.   This is done by many churches around the world and holds a special place 

in United Methodist Ministries.  Bring your pets and animals—no matter their size—to be blessed by              

Pastor Brian. 

Animals must be under owner’s control. 

Photos of animals who have passed on or who may not travel well are also welcome and encouraged. 

 

Popcorn, cookies & drinks will be served.  We’ll even have treats for our animal friends! 

We will be welcoming any donations to the Laingsburg Pet Pantry. 

There will be ample parking for cars and animal trailers. 

 

Cheer ‘Em Back 
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REQUIRED 

Tailgate for a Purpose 
 

 

Tuesday, September 3rd 

6:00-7:30pm 

LUMC Fellowship Hall 

           FREE Meal  
 

 

 

The LUMC Church family is invited to come and enjoy a free Tailgate meal (rain or shine) 

as we celebrate the ministries this church has and, together, look forward to all that is to 

come in this church’s future.  Tailgate attire is welcome and encouraged! 

 
Get your FREE ticket (just for fun) when you RSVP on Sunday mornings or 

through the church office. 
 


