
believed that God resided on mountain 

tops.  Think about it: Abraham took Isaac 

to the top of the mountain to meet God 

and was prevented from sacrificing his 

son.  Moses went up to the top of the 

mountain to talk with God and receive the 

10 commandments and the rest of the 

law.  Even Elijah heard God’s still, small 

voice on the mountain.  By meeting the 

disciples on the mountain, the resurrected 

Jesus was reminding the disciples of one 

thing: “I am God.” 

 

Anymore, we don’t trek to the tops of mountains to experi-

ence God.  And, even while we know that we can experience 

God anywhere, we still tend to go to church in order to wor-

ship God.  The sanctuary has become our mountain.  We go 

to church to learn, to worship, and to grow as disciples.   

 

And so, this must be where we want to reach new people, 

right?  In the pews!  Well, yes and no.  We’d love for new peo-

ple that we reach to find themselves as part of the church 

one day so that they, too, can grow as disciples, but this isn’t 

where the great commission starts, nor is it where we’re sup-

posed to start.   

 

Note that Jesus says, “Therefore, go.”  Jesus doesn’t say, 

“when they come, shower them with love, hellos, and kind-

ness so that they’ll keep coming back to the mountain.”  In-

stead, Jesus begins the process by sending the disciples – by 

sending us into the world (our towns, cities, communities, 

etc.) to proclaim, baptize, and create relationships.  We don’t 

have to be obnoxious about this (in fact, I’d suggest that we 

should avoid being obnoxious), nor do we have to stand on 

the street corners with fire and brimstone signage.  It means 

going to the hospitals to sit and pray with others.  It means 

going to the restaurants, cafes, and even taverns to begin 

conversations, relationships, and meaningful, lasting connec-

tions.  From there, discipleship can begin, and church can be 

a place to which we return from time to time. 

 

Jesus wants us to reach new people, and Jesus wants us to 

grow.  He simply reminds us that we can’t stay on the moun-

tain we call our pews, our fellowship hall, or within the famil-

iar walls of the church.  And so, the next time someone sug-

gests that the church is just trying to get more people in the 

church, tell them that this is only partly true.  But it begins 

with God teaching us to go into the world, first.  

 

Peace, 

Pastor Brian 
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“Therefore, Go” 
 

Happy December, and welcome to the last article 

in the series of “The Church’s Agenda.”  And so, 

it’s finally time to admit it: “We want to reach new 

people.”  Perhaps this doesn’t garner the same 

gasp as the admission that we need your finan-

cial giving (October’s LUMinary), but it might be 

just as provocative, especially if we admit it to the 

public (feel free to share this article, by the way).   

 

In Matthew 28, just after Jesus’ resurrection, he 

appears to the disciples in what seems to be a 

secluded space – a mountain – and shares these 

words with the Disciples – the earliest church: 

 

Then the eleven disciples went 

to Galilee, to the mountain 

where Jesus had told them to 

go. When they saw him, they 

worshiped him; but some 

doubted. Then Jesus came to 

them and said, “All authority in 

heaven and on earth has been 

given to me. Therefore, go and 

make disciples of all nations, 

baptizing them in the name of 

the Father and of the Son and 

of the Holy Spirit, and teach-

ing them to obey everything I 

have commanded you. And 

surely I am with you always, to 

the very end of the age.” 

- Matthew 28:16-20 

 

Jesus makes it very clear that the church has a 

responsibility: to leave the mountain and go into 

the world in order to reach new people.  Nearly 

2000 years later, this great commission remains 

a focus of Christianity.   

 

So what now?  What do we do with this commis-

sion?  Are we all to become missionaries to the 

far off corners of the earth?  Are we to build up 

mega churches?  Are we to forcefully baptize 

people (yes, forced baptisms were practiced by 

early American settlers)? 

 

The answer, it seems to me, is a bit more detailed 

than any of that.  In order to understand the great 

commission better, we have to return to the start 

of the scripture – to the mountain.  In verse 16, 

we learn that Jesus told the disciples to go to a 

mountain in Galilee, a meeting place if you will.  

But why a mountain?  In Jesus’ time, it was    

 

In This Issue: 

 

Pg. 1: 
 

• From the Pastor’s 

 Pen 

 

Pg. 2: 

 

• Birthdays &             

 Anniversaries 

• Volunteers 

• What Is A Grand-
parent? 

• Committee Corner 

• Chuck Knows 
 Church 

 

Pg. 3: 

 

• BIG Invite Sunday 

• Christmas Dinner 
 Theater 

• Pastor’s Christmas 
 Party 

• Trim the Trees 

 

Pg. 4: 

 

• The Core Youth 
 Group News 

 

 

Inserts: 

 

• December  

 Calendar 

 

 

 

 “The Church’s Agenda – Part 6” 

The LUMinary 
December 2018 



COMMITTEE CORNER 
 

 
 

 

Trustees: 

Our group of Trustees continue to make sure things are running smoothly in the church and 

the parsonage.  Thank you! 

Missions Work Area: 

There are a number of projects you can give to before the end of the year through the United 

Methodist Church.  Go to umcmission.org  to learn more and find projects. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

What is Advent?  What are Chrismons?  Ask Chuck! 
 

 

 

If you want to learn more about Advent and Christmas, or test your knowledge, 

and have some fun doing it, go to Chuckknowschurch.com and Search for    

Advent and Christmas. 

  

      

What is a Grandparent? (according to 8 year olds) 

 

- A grandfather is a man grandmother. 

 

- They don’t say, “Hurry up.” 
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4:  Lloyd & Kate Plont 

4:  Lois Hartwick 

6:  Taylor Brewer 

10: Michael Chubb 

11:  Clint & Carrie Rathbun Hawks 

17:  Clyde Stanlake 

18:  CL Adams 

19:  Ethan Sebenick 

24:  Pastor Brian West 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December Volunteers: 

 

2:  Roger & Sybil Curtis 

9: Jeff & Jan Holyfield 

16:  Troy & Katrina Hill 

23: Joel & Jeana Parker 

30:  Clint & Carrie Rathbun Hawks 

    Coffee Hour: 

Head Usher:   Roger Curtis 

If you are not currently taking a turn to 

help with the Coffee Hour after the    

Sunday Worship service and would be 

able to help with that, please call or 

email the church office.  We have a 

few open dates.  Thanks! 



Christmas Dinner Theater 

Calling all musicians, singers, actors, comedians,    

dancers and bell ringers!   We are looking for    

everyone to share their talents for our First Annual 

Christmas Potluck Dinner Theater at Laingsburg 

UMC on December 8 at 5pm.  If interested in    

participating, sign up on the clip board.  There will 

be a potluck during the show, so don't forget to 

bring a dish to pass!  

 

         

 

 

… Well, at least the food was good! 
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Trim the Trees 

Please plan to stay after worship on 

Sunday, December 2 to help us trim 

the live trees and decorate the 

church for the Advent/Christmas 

season. Let’s make our church    

festive and inviting for us and our visitors. 

INVITE 

SUNDAYS 

                     

          December 2 

          Beginning of the Advent Season 

     This first Sunday of December is also the first Sunday of the  

     church season “Advent.”  Advent is the time when we prepare 

     for Christmas by thinking about all of the preparation, thinking, 

     and even waiting that Joseph, Mary, and others did just before 

     Jesus was born.  Be sure to come and see all of the Christmas 

    decorations and fresh greens, and sing the traditional hymns of Christmas. 

          Besides our regular Sunday services, our special Advent services include: 

The Longest Night Service:  Wednesday, December 19 at 6:00 pm   

As we enter into this joyful season, we remember that this can also be a very difficult time of year for those griev-

ing, experiencing loss, facing depression and numerous other reasons.  And so, as we enter into this time of year 

with the greatest amount of darkness-the longest nights-we also celebrate that Christ came into the world as our 

light.  Please join us as we acknowledge the darkness of the longest nights, but celebrate that Christ comes to 

overcome the darkness and to bring light into our lives. 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service:  Monday, December 24 at 7:00 pm 

A special evening worship service where we celebrate that Jesus was born nearly 2000 years ago, and is reborn in 

our hearts and lives again this Christmas season.  This service is full of music, scripture, tradition, and candlelight.  

Come and celebrate and share in this wonderful night.  Bring your family and invite your friends to join you. 

 

Make sure to invite new people to come and experience the Christmas season and what we’re about 

here at Laingsburg UMC! 

Pastor Brian & Stephanie invite you to 

a Christmas Open House on            

Sunday, December 2 from 4-6 pm in 

the Fellowship Hall at the church. 

Dinner will be served.  Come and 

share a time of fellowship with  our 

pastoral family. 
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“THE CORE” 

YOUTH GROUP NEWS 

 

 

Pasta & Bells Fundraiser 

Exciting news! The Classical Bells will again be coming to perform at LUMC, this time as part of the 
Pasta & Bells Fundraiser for The Core. We're jingling with excitement! The money raised will help 
our students who want to go to the National Methodist Youth Conference coming up in July in Kan-
sas City, Missouri.  

 
.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
If you've heard the Bells group play here before (Pastor's mom, Darcie, is a member), you know 
how amazing, entertaining and humorous this talented group of ringers is. If you haven't seen them 
yet, you're in for a big treat! Bring family, friends and neighbors. We are not selling tickets in     
advance, so seats will go quickly!  Instead, a free-will offering will be taken by the youth. We're 
thankful to have an anonymous donor who has paid the group's fee, so 100% of the profits go to 
Core! 
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                  From the staff at Laingsburg UMC, 

                       Karolyn, Chong, Linda 
 


