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“Beliefs and Sticking Points”
Has anyone ever asked you what you
believe as a Christian? Maybe you’ve
wondered it yourself. One challenge for
many Christians, especially those who grew
up in the church, going on
Sundays, sitting through Sunday school, etc.
is that the opportunity to ask this kind of
question about belief never really presented
itself. For some, if they did have questions
about “what Christians believe,” their
questions were ignored, silenced, or poorly
answered. Though, doesn’t it seem that
knowing what we believe as Christians
would be an important thing to know?
Fortunately, about 1600-1700 years ago,
Christians thought it would be a good idea
to not only think about it, but to write it
down, too. And so, we have what we call
“The Apostles’ Creed.”
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
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I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our
Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the
dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
As you read through the creed, you probably
recognized it. Perhaps you’ve repeated it in
a worship service, memorized it at some
point, or perhaps you’ve just heard references to it.

Either way, there’s also a pretty good
chance that there were what I call
“sticking points” for you. These
“sticking points” are the things that
have our heads tilting and our minds
spinning. They’re statements that
have us wondering, quite simply,
“Do I believe that?”
Many, many Christians, if honest, will
tell you that, they too, have sticking points when it
comes to our Christian beliefs stated in the “Apostles’
Creed.” The problem is that, most of us are nervous or
ashamed to admit that we have sticking points, doubts,
questions, or concerns. And so, we just repeat the
Creed, smile, and sing the next hymn.
This Lent (First Sunday is February 18th), we’re going to
take time during our worship services to dive into the
Apostles’ Creed and allow ourselves to ask questions,
explore sticking points, discover how these statements
are intended to be understood, and illuminate their
foundations in the Bible’s scriptures, the church’s
traditions, all of our experiences, and our collective
reasoning. Ultimately, though, the end goal is not to
have all of us believing the exact same things, line for
line – word for word. The goal is, instead, to give us
each the opportunity to ask ourselves the initial
question posed in this article: “What do you believe as
a Christian?”
Blessings and peace,
Pastor Brian
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February Volunteers:
Words to remember:
-It’s what you learn after you know it all
that counts.

Coffee Hour:
4: Joel & Jeana Parker
11: Troy & Katrina Hill
18: Jeff & Jan Holyfield
25: Ed & Diana Carpenter

-Ideas are funny little things that won’t
work unless you do.

Head Usher:

The Sebenick Family

COMMITTEE CORNER
Trustees:
A friendly reminder: if you are the last one to leave the church after any event, whether it’s the
worship service or a meeting, please make sure the building is locked up and the doors are
shut tightly.

Missions:
The total given for our “Season of Giving” was $410. Thank you for your hearts for giving to
others.

1: Katrina Hill
2: Jeff Holyfield
2: Lori Wagner
3: Tom Guetzlaff
6: Rosalyn Smith
8: Joel Parker
10: Tammy Wagner
11: Breslin Brook
15: Gary & Norma Davis
18: Ken Plont
21: Lee & Pat Hibbard
22: John Krebiehl
23: Kate Plont
24: Ed Carpenter
28: Noah Brewer
28: Jennifer McLean

Letters to God from Kids:
Dear God,
I have scary dreems at night.
Where do they come from or
should I ask the devil that?
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Celebration of our
Volunteer Leaders!
We are implementing a process of much-deserved recognition of
our volunteer leaders who have taken on leadership roles in the
many, many ministries of this church. Throughout the year, we’ll
take time to recognize these volunteer leaders. On Sunday
mornings, we’ll recognize and show our appreciation to one such
leader, as well as share a short note of appreciation in the monthly
LUMinary Newsletter. As you see these folks, as well as those they
are leading in ministry, please be sure to offer a word of thanks!
Ed Parker & Jeff Holyfield – Men’s Breakfast
If you come into church on the 3rd Sunday of any month, you’ll likely
enjoy the delicious scent of a delectable breakfast. This experience
is no mistake. It is Men’s Breakfast, and it happens every month
due to the coordination and planning by Ed Parker, as well as the
culinary talents of Jeff Holyfield (and his sous chef, Tori Holyfield).
Together, Ed and Jeff work to bring a large group of men together
from the congregation for fellowship, great discussion, and good
eats.
Ed and Jeff, for your leadership, your hard work, and for your
commitment to this and many other ministries of Laingsburg United
Methodist Church, we want to recognize you and offer our sincerest
appreciation.

Donna Wolfrom – Bulletin & Newsletter Preparation
Hospitality and communications are important parts of any church’s
ministry. Two of the ways that LUMC accomplishes this is through
our weekly worship bulletin and its inserts, as well as our monthly
newsletter, the LUMinary. What you might not be aware of is that
each and every week, as well as each month, these items are folded
and prepared for you by Donna Wolfrom.
And so, Donna, for the hundreds upon thousands of pages folded,
for your humble and faithful service to the ministries of this church,
and for your constant commitment and devotion to God and God’s
love, we offer our sincerest appreciation.

Jean Austin, Coralie George, Norma Parker, Donna Wolfrom, and
Beverly Rouse – Care Group
For a long time now, this team of volunteer leaders have taken it
upon themselves to ensure that an extra measure of care and love
are offered to, not only those who are a part of our church family,
but even extending toward those who visit or just need a little extra
prayer and love. Perhaps you’ve received a card, a phone call, or a
little hand written note of love. If so, you know how much the work
of this group enriches the ministry of this church.
For each of your leadership gifts, your hard work, and for your
dedication to the ministry of Laingsburg United Methodist Church,
we want to recognize you and offer our sincerest appreciation.

Susan Protas – Memorials Work Area Ministry
With each funeral service, memorial service, or special anniversary
of a loved one’s death, it’s not uncommon for memorial gifts to be
made to Laingsburg UMC. For that purpose, we have a ministry
group, led by Susan, who ensures that these gifts are used in ways
that honor both the saint in whose memory they were given, as well
as the ministry of the church to which we are faithful. This is a
wonderful, but often challenging task. However, Susan does a
wonderful job of leading this ministry, and works hard to honor and
remember all involved.
Susan, for your continued leadership, your hard work, and for your
dedication to the ministry of Laingsburg United Methodist Church, we
want to recognize you and offer our sincerest appreciation.

Ash Wednesday Service
February 14, 2018
Potluck Dinner at 5:30, service at 6:30 pm
This service marks the beginning of the Christian season of
Lent, a period of 40 days (not including its 6 Sundays), during
which we reflect upon our humanity, God’s love for us, God’s
forgiveness offered to us, and ultimately, on Christ’s death
upon the cross for each one of us. This service, solemn in
nature, will include the imposition of ashes on our foreheads,
the sacrament of Holy Communion, scripture, music, and a
message. Plan to share in this important time in our Christian
year and journey.

TOOLS FOR MINISTRY
Tuesday, February 13
Swartz Creek United Methodist Church
Dinner 5:00
Worship 6:00
Training Sessions 6:45
Flyers are available on the bulletin board.
There are classes for many work areas and committees within the
church that will be helpful, especially if you are new to that group.

MOVIE WITH THE PASTOR
Saturday, February 3
11:00 am — 1:00 pm
at LUMC
We will be watching
“Gnomeo and Juliet”
followed by pizza lunch and discussion.
Grades K-5 are welcome, and the
whole event is free. Invite your friends.
Feel free to wear red for Valentine’s Day.
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