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The LUMinary 
ITINERANCY 

It is my hope that, by now, either through an email,   

letter, the announcement in worship a couple of weeks 

ago, or all three, that you’ve heard the news that I have 

been asked by Bishop Bard to serve in a new appoint-

ment at Grand Blanc United Methodist Church beginning 

July 1, 2020.  I know that this has, no doubt, come as a 

surprise to many.  And so, after the short time that has 

passed since the announcement, I thought it would be 

helpful and meaningful to further address this news,    

as well as share a little bit more about this process of    

itinerancy – The United Methodist Church's system of 

appointing and reappointing pastors to serve local con-

gregations.  

One thing that you should know is that a pastoral      

appointment change is something that is being experi-

enced in many United Methodist Churches this year.     

In fact, all United Methodist Churches, at one point or 

another, will experience multiple appointment changes.  

All congregations go through it, and all United Methodist 

pastors have or will be moved at one time or another.  

Let me take some time to share why this is. 

A History of Itinerancy  

First of all, it’s important to understand a little bit of the 

history of The United Methodist Church.  For the longest 

time, Methodist churches were part of what was called a 

“Circuit.”  A circuit was made up of a number of small 

churches, many of which were in country and farming 

communities, often connected by miles and miles of 

trails.  Instead of each church having its own pastor, a 

geographic cluster of churches would share a pastor 

who would ride horseback between the churches, stay-

ing at each for a few days, a week, or even a couple of 

weeks before heading to the next church on the circuit, 

preaching and teaching there.  As you can imagine, this 

was tough on the pastors (appropriately named “Circuit 

Riders”), but an efficient solution.  And so, the pastor 

was not a member of the churches they served but was 

rather assigned to the circuit.  In other words, a pastor 

served the circuit of churches where they were needed 

for any given period of time.  

Fast forward a century or so and you’ll find that, thank-

fully, things changed a little bit.  No longer did pastors 

have to travel between churches on horseback and 

sleep in haylofts in order to care for the churches on 

their circuit.  Things became a little more stable, allowing 

a pastor to stay in one town for a much longer period of 

time (years rather than weeks).   

With the extended appointments to one congregation 

instead of a circuit, the need arose for congregations to 

begin providing housing for their pastor while they were 

appointed (hence why we have a parsonage next door).  

When it was deemed necessary for that pastor to go to 

their next appointment – the next congregation – they 

would be reappointed and a new pastor would come 

and care for that same church. 

As you can see, the system of itinerancy was beginning. 

Fast forward to today:  As an ordained elder (pastor) in 

The United Methodist Church, I am not a member of 

any local congregation like many of you are.  Rather, I 

am a member of the Michigan Annual Conference.  To 

relate this to our history, think of the Michigan Annual 

Conference as my circuit, and my Toyota Prius as my 

horse.  In 2012, the bishop of our Annual Conference 

asked me to put my roots down in Laingsburg in order 

to serve this church for a period of time (not predeter-

mined) until I’m needed to serve another congregation 

in our Michigan Annual Conference. 

Facts & Myths About Methodist Itinerancy 

Now that we’ve looked at the history and purpose of 

itinerancy, it probably wouldn’t surprise you that there 

are a lot of thoughts, myths, and some truths floating 

around out there as to how itinerancy works.  Let’s take 

a look at some of the ways itinerancy works, and may-

be even dispel some myths along the way. 

1. The first myth is that a pastor is reappointed  

every 5, 6 or 7 years, as if on a predetermined 

schedule.  Unfortunately, there used to be      

bishops who tended to make appointment  

changes, whether or not a new appointment was 

necessary for the local church.  This was done, in 

my opinion, based on a poor understanding of 

itinerancy’s purpose, and is now becoming less 

and less the case.  Today, bishops have a far 

better practice that understands itinerancy’s  

value, initiating new appointments and pastoral 

changes only when necessary, healthy, and   

helpful for the congregations in question and the 

clergy member.  In other words, today’s clergy in 

the UMC are moved only with prayerful and 

thoughtful consideration.   

 

        continued on page 3... 



COMMITTEE CORNER 
 

 
 

 

Finance: 
We are now fully set up to receive donations through credit or debit card transactions through 

a secure network provided by VANCO Financials.  We also have the ability to set up electronic 

giving through our church website using checking/savings accounts, as well as debit/credit 

cards.  And, remember the BIG Orange Buckets (B.O.B.) on the last Sunday of the month.  

100% of this extra offering goes toward missions! 

 

 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

  

        Things I’ve Learned! 

 

• I’ve learned that if you want to cheer yourself up, you should 

try cheering someone else up.  (Age 14) 

 

• I’ve learned that whenever I decide something with kindness, 

I usually make the right decision.  (Age 66) 
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1. Katrina Hill 

2:  Jeff Holyfield 

2: Lori Wagner 

3:  Tom Guetzlaff 

3:  Lynn Bracke 

6:  Larry & Pam Wagner 

6:  Rosalyn Smith 

8:  Joel Parker 

10:  Tammy Wagner 

11:  Breslin Brook 

15:  Gary & Norma Davis 

21:  Lee & Pat Hibbard 

24: Ed Carpenter 

24: Alice Mongar 

28: Noah Brewer 

 

  

 

February Volunteers: 

2:  Lois Hartwick 

9: Jean Austin & Cathy Chubb 

16: Nancy Koerner 

23:  Dan & Stephanie Brook 

 

 

    Coffee Hour: 

Head Usher: Roger Curtis 

Pastor Brian will be making a book suggestion every month to help with your Christian walk.  This 

month’s suggestion is Inspired.  This is an especially good book to listen to as an audiobook. 

 

If the Bible isn't a science book or an instruction manual, then what is it? What do people mean     

when they say the Bible is inspired? When Rachel Held Evans found herself asking these questions, 

she  began a quest to better understand what the Bible is and how it is meant to be read. What she 

discovered changed her- and it will change you too. 

Drawing on the best in recent scholarship and using her well-honed literary expertise, Evans examines 

some of our favorite Bible stories and possible interpretations, retelling them through memoir, original 

poetry, short stories, soliloquies, and even a short screenplay. Undaunted by the Bible's most difficult 

passages, Evans wrestles through the process of doubting, imagining, and debating Scripture's myster-

ies. The Bible, she discovers, is not a static work but is a living, breathing, captivating, and confounding 

book that is able to equip us to join God's loving and redemptive work in the world. 

-Christianbook.com Book Description 

 

Book for February 2020 
 

Inspired: 

Slaying Giants, Walking on Water,  

and Loving the Bible Again 

 

By Rachel Held Evans 

All announcements should 

be submitted to the church 

office by noon on Wednes-

day for inclusion in the    

bulletin.  Announcements 

will no longer be made    

during the worship service. 



...Pastor’s Pen cont. 

2. A second myth is that itinerancy is about promotion or demo-

tion.  United Methodist pastors itinerate to all kinds of     

churches: large and small churches, city and country churches, 

one-point, two-point, and even three-point charges (one pastor 

serving multiple smaller congregations).  It is important to   

understand that these decisions are made, not based on a 

system of promotion or demotion, but instead with thoughtful 

and prayerful consideration for the gifts a pastor possesses, 

the health of a church, the current needs of a congregation, 

and more.  

3. There are a multitude of reasons that a pastoral appointment 

change might be initiated, but it is ultimately important to know 

that the whole process is truly bathed with prayer and conver-

sation.  On a regular basis, pastors, district superintendents, 

bishops, and leadership within congregations are in communi-

cation with each other about how a church’s ministries are 

going, what the local church’s needs are, the needs of the  

pastor and his/her family, and much more.  With all of that 

said, let me say this.  I know and can appreciate that Rev. 

DeVine (our District Superintendent) and Bishop Bard both 

know that the process of itinerancy – pastors moving from   

one church to another – is an emotional process for all those 

involved.  Even when a transition is anticipated, planned, 

and/or even exciting as they can often be, everyone is experi-

encing emotions, including the pastor and his/her family.  We 

all know that, while change is necessary and can even be a 

good experience, it’s often a challenging process.  With that in 

mind, please know that this congregation will move through 

this process of change all together and with faith in our God 

who leads it all.  

 

Transition for Laingsburg UMC 

I am continually at awe when I catch glimpses at how God is moving 

in and through this congregation.  Similarly, I am in awe at how God 

has been working through any number of conversations, meetings, 

decisions, moments of worship, times of celebration, and so much 

more to bring us to where we are today.  When I think about all that 

we’ve done together during the nearly 8 years I’ve served as LUMC’s 

pastor, it’s humbling to see how it has all come together to lead us to 

where we are now.  Even as I’m preparing this letter, sitting on my 

desk in front of me is a card with our new Missional Focus Statement 

written on it: 

“Nurturing disciples of Jesus Christ in intentional Christian communi-

ty through outreach, fellowship, worship, discovery and service.” 

I find myself smiling as I consider that I’ve had, not just the pastoral 

responsibility, but also the privilege to be a part of this congregation 

as you’ve named those values and are continuing to make such a 

declarative statement.  And, while we may not yet know who will be 

serving as the pastor of Laingsburg UMC beginning July 1st (as this is 

an ongoing appointment process, we will be learning this shortly),      

I am confident that God has been a part of all that has brought us 

here, that God will continue to move in this congregation, and that 

God will speak through the actions, words, and leadership of Laings-

burg’s new pastor.   
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Ash Wednesday Service 

February 26 

 

Potluck Dinner 6:00 pm 

Worship Service 7:00 pm 

Finally, it has been my privilege to serve this congregation, and will 

continue to be for the next 5 months or so.  This church will always 

be where I was first appointed.  This church will always be the people 

of God that celebrated with us as Stephanie and I were married,      

as I was ordained, and as we doubled our family when Matthew and 

Micah were born.  This will always be the family that wept with me 

when my father passed away. This will always be the congregation 

with whom I first presided over Holy Communion, and where I first  

felt baptismal waters run down my fingers as, together we welcomed 

children of God into this holy family of Christ.  In ways I cannot begin 

to fully articulate, this church will always mean more to me than you 

can ever understand.   

_____________________________________________ 

I thank my God every time I mention you in my prayers.  I’m thankful 

for all of you every time I pray, and it’s always a prayer full of joy.  I’m 

glad because of the way you have been my partners in the ministry of 

the gospel from the time you first believed it until now.  I’m sure 

about this: the one who started a good work in you will stay with you 

to complete the job by the day of Christ Jesus.  I have good reason to 

think this way about all of you because I keep you in my heart. You 

are all my partners in God’s grace… God is my witness that I feel 

affection for all of you with the compassion of Christ Jesus.  This is 

my prayer: that your love might become even more and more rich 

with knowledge and all kinds of insight. 

       Philippians 1:3-9 (CEB) 

_______________________________________________ 

 

With ever-growing faith, your brother in Christ Jesus, 

Pastor Brian 

Do you miss the Farmers Market in the winter? 

 

Beginning February 12th,  

the Farmers Market will be in  

Laingsburg United Methodist Church’s  

Fellowship Hall  

from 3:00-6:00 every other Wednesday. 
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“THE CORE” 

YOUTH GROUP NEWS 

 

 

 
 Core Christmas Craziness 

Dec. 22 was the date for the annual progressive Christmas dinner party with the youth group. 
Thanks to Pastor Brian, Stephanie and the boys for hosting the appetizer course and a fun game of 
Heads Up; the Sebenicks for a great taco/nacho bar dinner and escape room challenge; and the 
Millers for cookie decorating for dessert and the exciting white elephant gift exchange. From baked 
beans to funky ornaments, and picture frames to chicken socks (Clint was the lucky winner), every-
one received something to cherish (well, maybe). 

Our group is growing again! Amen! We've averaged about eight youth each meeting. Thanks to the 
parents who help make it happen. 

We'll be making our annual trek to Camp Barakel Feb. 7-9 with 13 people. Thanks in advance to 
Kim Balcarcel and Dave Sebenick for helping chaperone along with Carrie Rathbun Hawks. Pictures 
to come in the future! 
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