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The LUMinary 
“Strive for the A” is a new program for LUMC through 

which everyone will be invited to track their worship attend-

ance throughout all 52 weeks, striving to be in worship 90% 

of the time (that’s the “A”).  In short, this means that you’re 

encouraged to worship at least 47 times this year.  Below 

are some details to help outline what this looks like, and 

hopefully answer some questions you may have. 

 
Q.  How Many Sunday’s Can I Miss?  

A.  In a perfect world, we’d never miss worship on Sundays, but alas, we don’t live in a perfect world.  

We all get sick, find ourselves out of town from time to time, dealing with work schedules, etc.  In 

other words, life happens.  This means, you can miss worship once in a while and still make the 

90%.  Precisely, this allows for 5 missed services.  But, as the worship schedule shows, there are 

automatically 5 special services planned throughout the year (i.e. Good Friday, Thanksgiving,  

 Christmas Eve, etc.).  And so, if you miss 6 Sundays, but attended worship on Ash Wednesday,    

you will still have made 90%. 
 

Q.  What Happens If I Don’t Make the “A”? 

A.  Absolutely nothing!  Zilch!  Nada!  This doesn’t make you a bad person or a bad Christian.  What     

it means is that you have something to work toward, and goals are never a bad thing.  To offer   

reassurance, no one will be singled out or in any way embarrassed for not making the 90% goal.  

The whole point of this program is to be encouraging – not punitive.  
 

Q. How Do I Keep Track of My Worship Attendance? 

A.  As we start the new year, everyone will be given a special “Strive for the A” card that can be kept   

at church.  On it is a check list for each Sunday worship opportunity, as well as special worship  

opportunities.  You’ll be encouraged to check it each Sunday, marking your attendance, and    

keeping an eye out for special surprise notes. 
 

Q. Does It Count If I Worship Somewhere Else While I’m On Vacation? 

A. It sure does!  That’s the good thing about worship; there’s never a shortage of places to worship,  

no matter where you are.  And the same thing goes for when you’re not on vacation.  If you miss 

Sunday worship because you’re sick, working, etc., and you want to go to a mid-week service at 

another church that week, that counts!  God loves it when we worship, and Laingsburg UMC doesn’t 

have a monopoly on worship! 
 

Q.  Who Will Know If I Make the “A” (90%)? 

A.  You will, and you’ll also feel it!  Something remarkable happens in our lives and spirits when we 

worship on a regular basis.  We begin to feel alive in different ways.  We feel more connected to 

God and aware of God’s will and desire for our lives.  Somehow, God’s call in our lives begins to  

feel clearer!  

 

Over the next few weeks, you’ll be hearing more about this upcoming program, and we hope that you’re 

looking forward to it.  As worship themes and services are being planned for the coming year, we’re  

excited about the meaningful, inspiring, and important topics, scriptures, and themes we’ll be looking 

at, as well as some positive enhancements to our worship experience to further improve our time of 

worship, together. 



COMMITTEE CORNER 
 

 
 

 

Finance: 
We are now fully set up to receive donations through credit or debit card transactions through 

a secure network provided by VANCO Financials.  We also have the ability to set up electronic 

giving through our church website using checking/savings accounts, as well as debit/credit 

cards.  And, remember the BIG Orange Buckets (B.O.B.) on the last Sunday of the month.  

100% of this extra offering goes toward missions! 

 

 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

  

        Things I’ve Learned! 

 

• I’ve learned that just when I get my room the way I like it, 

Mom makes me clean it up again.  (Age 12) 

 

• I’ve learned that if you pursue happiness, it will elude you, 

but if you focus on your family, the needs of others, your 

work, meeting new people, and doing the very best you can, 

happiness will find you.  (Age 65) 
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1. Jean Austin 

5:  Tom Turek 

5: Cathy Chubb 

7:  Martha West 

15:  Loretta Kellogg 

20:  Duane Ginther 

23:  David Draggoo 

25:  John & Joan Peck 

27:  Clarice Schocke 

29:  David Ott 

  

 

January Volunteers: 

5:  John & Joan Peck 

12: Matt & Lori Wagner 

19: Dan & Stephanie Brook 

26:  Tom & Sandy Turek 

 

 

    Coffee Hour: 

Head Usher: Sebenick Family 

 

Pastor Brian will be making a book suggestion every month to help with your Christian walk.  

This month’s suggestion is Velvet Elvis. 

 

Velvet Elvis is the first book from Rob Bell, the New York Times bestselling author of Love 

Wins.  Selected as one of 2011’s most influential people by Time Magazine, pastor Bell   

offers original and refreshingly personal perspectives on what Christianity is truly all about 

in Velvet Elvis.  A vibrant voice for a new generation of Christians—the most recognizable 

Christian leader among young adults—Rob Bell inspires readers to take a fresh look at     

traditional questions of faith.  

-Amazon.com Book Description 

 

Book for January 2020 
 

Velvet Elvis  

Repainting the 

Christian Faith 

 

By Rob Bell 



 
 

♫  Epiphany Sing  ♫ 
Sunday, January 5 

6:00 pm 
 

Christmas isn’t over yet! 
 

Come and relax after the busy holidays, 
and sing some of your favorite  

Christmas carols. 
Bring your friends and neighbors as we 

join in this community time. 

 
 
 
 

United Methodist Women in Ministry 

 

December 10, 2019 found Jean Austin and 

Michelle Wilgus headed for the Veterans’ Hospital 

in Saginaw.   

They were taking gifts to the veterans who use the 

VA Hospital.  There were 14 lap robes or quilts for 

the facility from the quilting group.  Ed Kemp had 

sent two beautiful fleece throws and there was one 

bedspread. 

The church family had returned 120 Christmas 

cards addressed to veterans which were taken, as 

well as a number of small pads of paper and pens  

and a donation check from a church member. 

The trip went smoothly with only a small amount of 

snow on the way home. 

Thank you, Jean and Michelle and others in our 

church family, for this act of Service. 

Missional Focus Team Interest Survey 

 

“Missional Focus Teams” are becoming the new 

face of what used to be known as “Work Areas.” 

This is to intentionally draw us more closely in line 

with our new Missional Focus Statement, 

“Nurturing disciples of Jesus Christ in intentional 

Christian community through outreach, fellowship, 

worship, discovery and service.” 

On January 5th, or anytime during the month, we 

will have an Interest Survey available for you to   

indicate your interest in the 5 areas of ministry. 

Of course, you won’t be gifted, or even interested,  

in all five areas, so it will be helpful to know which 

areas you are most passionate about. 
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Opportunities for Ministry 
 

Little Christians Nursery & Playroom 

Each week, we serve families in our congregation by 
providing 2 wonderful adult volunteers to supervise, 

care for, and play with children ages birth through 
kindergarten age.  There are spots that need to be 

filled.  Please sign up on the clipboard for this act of 
Service. 

 

 
Ushers  

Head Ushers are needed for May.  If you are           
interested in helping in this Worship area in May,    
or would be willing to be put on the rotation list,   

please see David Sebenick or call the church office. 

All announcements should be submitted to the 

church office by noon on Wednesday for inclu-

sion in the bulletin.  Announcements will no 

longer be made during the worship service. 
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“THE CORE” 

YOUTH GROUP NEWS 

 

 

 
The Core Youth Group was busy on December 8 wrapping gifts it bought for Laingsburg Community 
Schools' families in need. As two of the students said, "I look forward to this every year!" Yes, we'll be 
your neighbor!  
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