
to a place of accepting his fate.  After all, 

Jesus went to the source of all strength: 

God.    

 

And so, in a very similar way, when we go 

to God in prayer – using whatever words 

come to us – we enter into what I like       

to call a “process” with God.  God may 

already know our prayer before it ever 

becomes a prayer, but God also desires for 

us to become a part of what God is already 

doing.  For example, if we find ourselves 

praying for the homeless, God already knows that our heart is 

feeling something for those without a basic need in life – 

shelter.  And God is already pouring out God’s grace and love, 

but also wants us to be a part of it.  And so, God wants us to 

say it out loud (or quietly to ourselves), because it’s then that 

we name and claim our passion, care, love, compassion, 

hope for another, a place, or a situation. 

 

Now, this leads us to a final question that we must address: 

“If God wants us to be a part of God’s process through prayer, 

does that mean that God needs us in order to accomplish 

what God desires?  The simple form of an answer is no.  An 

all-powerful, all-knowing, and all-loving God doesn’t need us 

in order to accomplish anything.  But that’s not the kind of 

kingdom God desires (think of what we pray in the Lord’s 

Prayer).  That would be a kingdom that we had no part in 

bringing about.  God wants us to be a part of bringing about 

the kingdom.  The only way that can happen is if we become 

part of God’s process.  We do that through prayer. 

 

And so, don’t worry about God knowing your prayer before 

you ever utter a word. Instead, give thanks that we have a 

God who wants us to be a part of a great and new thing!  God 

wants us to be a part of what God is doing.  God wants our 

love to match His so that the people of God’s kingdom on 

earth look like the creation that God first called “good.” 

 

Let us pray.   

Peace, 
 

Pastor Brian 

 

 

Laingsburg United Methodist Church • Rev. Brian G. West •  210 N. Crum St • Laingsburg, MI 48848  

 517-651-5531 • Email: laingsburgumc@gmail.com • Website: www.laingsburgumc.org 

“Pastor Brian, before prayers on Sunday, 

you say that God knows our hearts and our 

prayers before we ever say a word.  If God 

already knows, why is prayer such an      

important part of being a Christian?”  

 

This is a great question, and I am so glad that it’s 

being asked!  I worry that important questions 

like this remain unasked out of fear that it would 

somehow reveal a faith-shortcoming.  Nothing 

could be further from the truth!  These questions 

matter, just as prayer matters.  And so, let’s see 

what we can discover. 

 

Let’s start in Scripture: “Jesus said, ‘Father, if it’s 

your will, take this cup of suffering away from me. 

However, not my will but your will must be done.’” 

–Luke 22:42 (CEB) 

 

Now, think about it: Jesus, the incarnation of God, 

is praying to God.  Let that sink in, won’t you?  

This must be the most obvious example of     

praying to God something God already knows.  So 

why does Jesus do it?  Is it for the sake of the 

disciples, so that they’d better understand what 

he’s about to do?  Probably not.  Luke just tells  

us that Jesus deliberately went away from the 

disciples.  In other words, he was by himself.  

Maybe Jesus did it knowing that eventually     

people would read about it and better understand 

the severity and enormity of what was taking 

place?  But that doesn’t make much sense,   

either.  Jesus doesn’t really make a habit of 

breaking the fourth wall with the audience.  So 

what else could it be? 

 

I wonder if Jesus wasn’t praying “to God” out of   

a need to name and own his own feelings.      

Remember that, even though Jesus was fully God, 

we believe he was also fully human (don’t bother 

checking the math).  No doubt, the fully human 

part of God had some concerns and fears about 

what was coming!  No one wants to go through 

what he was preparing to endure.  And so, in fear 

and grief, he goes to the source of all hope: God.   

 

 But didn’t God already know what was on Jesus’ 

fully-human heart?  Of course!  But don’t you 

think it also helped Jesus to voice his fear?    

Furthermore, I suspect it was necessary for Jesus 

to name and claim his hesitancy in order to come 
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COMMITTEE CORNER 
 

 
 

 

Finance: 
We are now fully set up to receive donations through credit or debit card transactions through 

a secure network provided by VANCO Financials.  We also have the ability to set up electronic 

giving through our church website using checking/savings accounts, as well as debit/credit 

cards.  While we know that not everyone will want to utilize this form of giving (and that’s more 

than okay), we hope that you will consider it.   There is help to do this or an instructional      

brochure available at the Welcome Center. 

Remember the BIG Orange Buckets (B.O.B.) on the last Sunday of the month.  100% of this 

extra offering goes toward missions! 

 

Trustees: 

Many thanks to everyone who came on May 15th for the Consumers Energy “House of Worship 

Rewards Program” for the church.  Be sure to see the details on Page 3 of the newsletter.  

Keep in mind that if we can get 200 people to schedule a Home Energy Analysis (you can 

schedule at each property you own), Consumers Energy will give the church $5,000.   

Also, we are in the process of switching all of the church’s lighting to LED.  This will ultimately 

create significant savings, as well as better lighting and a reduced carbon footprint.  But we’ll 

need some help installing over 300 bulbs.  Please see Tom Brewer (Trustees Chairperson) or 

contact the church office if you’re willing to help. 

 

  

      

Good things to remember! 

 

• When your dad is mad and asks you, “Do I look stupid?” 

don’t answer him. (Michael, age 14) 

 

• Don’t pull Dad’s finger when he tells you to.  (Emily, age 10) 
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2:  Matt & Lori Wagner 

3: Abby Meder 

3:  Matt Wagner 

5: Beverly Spooner 

6:  Ann Bates 

9:  Roger & Cheri Ramirez 

11:  Nancy Robinson 

14:  Jeff & Jan Holyfield 

21:  Donna Wolfrom 

25:  Madeleine Hill 

27:  Stacey Brewer 

30:  Jeff & Ruth Smith 

June Volunteers: 

 

2:  Tom & Sandy Turek 

9: Tom Guetzlaff/Beverly Spooner 

16:  Lois Hartwick 

23: Jean Austin/Cathy Chubb 

30:  Nancy Koerner 

    Coffee Hour: 

Head Usher: The Sebenick Family 



 

                         Pentecost 
 

One of the principal days of the Christian year, Pentecost is 

celebrated on the fiftieth day after Easter, this year on June 9. 

The Greek word pentecoste  means "fiftieth day." Pentecost is 

the day on which the Christian church commemorates the 

coming of the Holy Spirit upon the apostles and others assem-

bled in Jerusalem. Although “tongues of fire” is the most com-

monly used image, metaphors for the Holy Spirit are many—

water, wind and doves. The liturgical color for Pentecost is 

red. Traditionally, Pentecost has been a day for baptisms. Be-

cause it was the custom in the early church for persons being 

baptized to wear white robes or clothing, the day also became 

known as Whitsunday, a contraction of white Sunday.  It 

marks the beginning of the Christian church and the procla-

mation of its message throughout the world and is often re-

ferred to as the birthday of the church.  

Remember, Chuck can tell you more at Chuck Knows Church! 
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Protect Yourself Against Scams & Frauds 
 

Detective Thomas Holcomb will present an 
informative program to help keep us from  

becoming a victim. 
Detective Holcomb is an investigator for the  

PREVENT Elder Justice Initiative. 
 

Sunday, June 9 at 6:00 pm 
at Owosso First United Methodist Church 

1500 N. Water St. 

 

 

 

 

is coming ! 

Mark your calendars 

July 28 — August 1 

5:30 - 8:00 pm 

It’s free!  Dinner is provided. 

Ages K - 5th grade 

 

Be sure to invite your friends! 

 

Use Promo Code: LUMC19 

Michigan Conference of the United Methodist 

Church 

Annual Conference  

May 30 - June 2, 2019 

This is the first time the Michigan Conference will hold its  

Annual Conference as one conference.  Michigan has         

previously been two conferences: the Detroit Conference    

and the West Michigan Conference. 

Pastor Brian and Carrie 

Rathbun Hawks will be at-

tending as our clergy and lay 

delegates.   Please pray for 

them and all the delegates 

that they will seek God’s will, 

and that all will be done in 

love and compassion. 
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“THE CORE” 

YOUTH GROUP NEWS 

 

 

Finishing up the Year...Maybe 

Core members have been busy this past month with personal activities so we haven't met recently. Our     
annual end-of-the-year party will be at the Hawks' house sometime in mid-June. Watch the  bulletin and 
LUMC Facebook page for details. 

One thing the group hopes to do is join up this summer 
with other area youth groups once again to do its yearly 
Scavenger Hunt for the Laingsburg Food Bank. Last year 
we brought in a mother load of food for those in need 
here in our community. The kids really enjoy doing this, 
along with the friendly competition it brings to see who 
can earn the most points. Stay tuned for a date, and have 
those non-perishables ready! 

Bring back the bells!  

Last December's Classical Bells concert was a successful fundraiser for The Core, 
netting about $1,000!   Between that and pop can/bottle donations, we have been 
able to eliminate at least one other fundraiser so we can minimize how many times 
we "go to the well." Thank you all for your support! 

We were able to be so profitable because of an anonymous donor who covered 
the cost of the bells group, which is several hundred dollars. Whoever you were, 
THANK YOU!  What a blessing.  

We're looking for people who are willing to help out again this year. Without this type of support, it is not as 
viable of a fundraiser for us. We're awaiting word from the Classical Bells' scheduler on dates and cost, so I 
will know more about what we'll need soon. In the meantime, please be in prayer about whether you would 
like to be part of bringing back this amazing group to benefit The Core.  

In addition to service projects, retreats and special study/devotional materials our group has to fund, our goal 
is to take a group to the next national youth conference in 2023. We didn't have enough who were able to go 
this summer. We're going to start setting aside funds dedicated just for that.  

If you are interested in helping to underwrite this joyous, entertaining evening of music and fellowship that 
raises money for our youth, please let Pastor Brian or Carrie Rathbun Hawks know. Again, thank you for your 
continued faith in our youth program! 

Returnables make for great returns 

Thanks for bringing in your returnable bottles and cans. We've                                                    
made more than $250 so far this year! Place them in the big           
black bin outside The Core room and we'll take it from there.  
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Peace with Justice           

Sunday  

June 16 
 

From the Democratic Republic of Congo 

where local United Methodist church 

members mentor former child soldiers, to 

a peace march organized by United Meth-

odists in Iowa, to developing nonviolent 

strategies that address the cold war in the 

Korean Peninsula, Peace with Justice is a 

faithful and biblical expression of shalom. 

It calls the church to strengthen our       

capacity to advocate publicly in communi-

ties and nations throughout the world by 

saying, “Here I am. Send me.”  


