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So, where does it all start? Well, to be honest, my
process for preparing any given sermon will
actually start about 6 months before the worship
service. For example, let’s use the upcoming
Easter sermon.

The sermon, entitled “Then They Remembered
His Words,” is the last sermon in a series called
“Passionate Words.” This series was brainstormed in the dining room of a Taco Bell
(surprise, surprise) just before the start of a meeting at the Michigan Area Conference office in
DeWitt, MI way back in September 2018. Put
another way, you never know where inspiration
will strike!
The sermon series, “Passionate Words” is designed to take the Gospel of Luke’s passion story
(the events of Jesus’ last week leading up to his
crucifixion), and use key passages to explore why
God did what God did, and what it means for us.
My hope is that people will walk away from this
series feeling as though they have a good understanding of Luke’s final chapters. This adds to
what we call “Biblical literacy.” Other series have
different goals, even though all sermons certainly
lean on Scripture. For instance, some sermon
series aim to have a theme of discipleship
(remember back to the series on “Gratitude”
this past fall). Others may be more aimed at
foundational faith topics (like the “Disney, Film
and Faith” series).
So, now that you have a glimpse into how sermon

series are put together, let’s take a look at
how the Easter sermon will develop.

Digging into the Scripture
Once I knew what the series was going to
be, and what the Scripture focus would be,
I started something called “Biblical exegesis.” To “exegete” something is to study it,
look at it from all angles, and explore it
deeply. To do this to Scripture is actually a
lot of fun, as well as very eye opening, as
you might imagine. It requires looking
closely at the characters involved, the setting, the time period, even the words that the author chose to convey the message. The result of this is usually that I now have what can
feel like infinite options of how to preach on the Scripture.
For example, here is part of the Scripture passage for Easter:
“Very early in the morning on the first day of the week, the
women went to the tomb, bringing the fragrant spices they
had prepared. They found the stone rolled away from the
tomb, but when they went in, they didn’t find the body of the
Lord Jesus. They didn’t know what to make of this. Suddenly,
two men were standing beside them in gleaming bright
clothing…. “Why do you look for the living among the
dead? He isn’t here, but has been raised. Remember what
he told you while he was still in Galilee, that the Human One
must be handed over to sinners, be crucified, and on the
third day rise again.” Then they remembered his words...
When they returned from the tomb, they reported all these
things to the eleven and all the others. It was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the other
women with them who told these things to the apostles.”
(Luke 24:1-12 selections)
You see, I could preach a sermon that focuses on the women
and their love for Jesus that was so great that, despite the
political tension surrounding Jesus, the women still wanted to
serve and worship him, even after he’d died. I could also
preach about the angelic figures who came with peace in the
midst of the women’s worst nightmares. I could even preach
about how women were the first to ever give an Easter sermon (they were the first to report the resurrection, after all).
There are so many options, and they’re all good possibilities.
So, which one should I choose?! We’ll get there.

Digging into the Congregation
Interestingly, just as we can do “Biblical exegesis,” we can
also do what is called “congregational exegesis.” This is
doing the same exploration and study that we did with the
Scripture passage, but this time, I’m doing it with the congregation I’m anticipating on Easter morning.
(Pastor’s Pen continued on page 3...)
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March Volunteers:
What is a Grandparent? (according to 8 year olds)

Coffee Hour:

- They have to answer questions like, “Why isn’t God married?”
and “How come dogs chase cats?”

3: Henrietta Sparkes/Ed Kemp
10: Jo Hollenbeck/Peggy Elkins
17: Joel & Jeana Parker
24: Ken Plont
31: Martha West/Wendy Venier

- When they read to us, they don’t skip. They don’t mind if we ask
for the same story over and over again.

Head Usher: Harold Walters
COMMITTEE CORNER
Trustees:
Our group of Trustees continue to make sure things are running smoothly in the church and
the parsonage. Thank you to Pastor Brian for shoveling the walks and entrances!

Finance:
Please know that our ministries depend on your generosity. We know life gets busy, but we
hope that when you can’t be here, you’ll help by making up your giving. Thank you!
Remember the BIG Orange Buckets on the last Sunday of the month. This offering goes
towards our “Ministry Shares.” Our January B.O.B. offering totaled $669!

Missions:
March 31 will be UMCOR Sunday. With our gifts on this Sunday, we help fund the administrative costs of UMCOR (United Methodist Committee on Relief), so that our gifts for a specific
disaster or project during the year go 100% to that cause. Please come ready on the 31st to
give generously to UMCOR.
_______________________________________________________________________________

Ash Wednesday Service
March 6
All-church Potluck Dinner at 5:30 pm
Worship Service at 6:30 pm
This service will include the imposition of ashes
on our foreheads, the sacrament of Holy
Communion, scripture, music, and a message.

1: Olivia Hill
2: Jean Canning
4: Roger Ramirez
4: Hannah Sebenick
8: Mary & Don Walker
17: Jeanne Ott
18: Dave & Nancy Goeckel
18: Stephanie West
22: Coralie George
25: Ruth Smith
28: Pam Wagner
30: Jessie Sebenick
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The Final Week: A Giant White Board

I start asking questions about the congregation, such as: “What’s
happening in the life of the church right now?” “Are there any particular hurts/stresses/celebrations/etc. that I need to consider?” “Will
we have a large number of visitors, and what do I hope they’ll hear
that morning?” “What’s happening in the community?” and even,
“What’s happening in the news that might be on people’s minds?”
The questions could go on and on. Now, with a clearer sense of the
congregation, I then choose the best option for preaching on the
Scripture.

Now, it’s the week before I’m set to preach the Easter sermon. I
start with prayer and prayerfully reading the Scripture…a lot!
Over and over! Then I turn to the giant white board in my office
and begin to piece it all together. As most of you know, I don’t
actually write out my sermon – it’s just not how my brain works.
Instead, I put together an outline with dry erase markers, pictures, words, etc. until I feel like it makes sense and achieves the
goal that has been developed throughout the process. That goes
in my head, gets tossed around like a chef salad for a few days,
and that is essentially what I preach on Sunday morning. Until…

(Okay, now I don’t want to spoil the Easter sermon, so I’ll start using
some generalities).

The Abstract
Now that I have my Scripture and my topic, I write what is called an
abstract. About a page long, it is a first glance of where I see the
sermon going. From what angle am I looking at the Scripture? What
am I addressing? Are there any visuals, examples, anecdotes that
come to mind at this point? Now something is finally on paper! (For
this upcoming Easter sermon, this part of the process took place
throughout December 2018 and January 2019.)

Think About It…A Lot!
Now it goes on the back burner, and I focus on the sermons that
I’m preaching between then and Easter. But still, it’s on my mind.
I keep an eye out for movies, books, articles that may add to the
sermon. I pray about how the sermon will be preached, as well as
how it will be received. There may even be some practical pieces to
consider. For instance, one Easter, I spent about 3 months collecting stones and rocks from various locations for a particular sermon
illustration. All of this goes on until the week before I preach the
sermon.

Sometimes Stuff Happens
…A wrench gets put in the gears! From time to time, this will
happen. Something happens during the week – sometimes even
on Sunday morning – and I feel the Holy Spirit nudging me to go
with the flow. Sometimes, it’s something of serious importance
on a local, national, or even global scale. Sometimes it’s an
experience I had, or even just a movie I saw with Stephanie on
Saturday night. When the Spirit stirs, it’s helpful to go with the
flow. And this is where trust really kicks in; trust that God has
been a part of the planning, envisioning, preparation, writing, and
delivery of the sermon since the whole process began 6 or more
months before. And so, it’s with that trust that I stand up after
the Scripture is read, and I pray these words:
“Gracious God, may the words of my mouth and the meditations
of our hearts be pleasing in your sight, O Lord, our strength and
our redeemer.”
And then, I preach.

Pastor Brian

Lent, the period of 40 days before Easter (excluding Sundays), begins on Ash Wednesday
and ends at sundown on Holy Saturday, the evening before Easter.
During Lent, we enter into a season of preparation, self-reflection and repentance when we seek to
literally “turn around” and realign our lives and focus toward God. It is a time to give up things as
well as take on new life-giving practices, helping us rid ourselves of distractions and our own selfish
desires. By doing so, we seek to live and love as more faithful disciples of Jesus Christ.
Remember, if you want to know more, Chuck always has some good information!
Go to ChuckKnowsChurch.com and search for Lent and/or Ash Wednesday.
(There are also a number of other Lent & Easter related videos.)
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“THE CORE”
YOUTH GROUP NEWS

Core kids have another winter "blast" at Camp Barakel .
With much warmer temps this year, four of our youth trekked up to Fairview for another teen retreat weekend at Camp Barakel. As you'll see by the pictures, we had a fun time together. Though we were a smaller
group this year, we had a bonding experience through laughter, games, worship, singing and sharing our
views on faith and Christianity. We should all be very proud of this group, and in continual prayer for their
spiritual growth!
If you'd like to see the video produced by the Camp Barakel staff, it's on the church's Facebook page. Look
for some familiar faces right at the beginning!

Hammock hangin’
Barakel Worship

Barakel girls’ selfie

All Smiles
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Dear Congregation,
As we are sure by now, most of you have heard about changes regarding funeral luncheons provided by
the United Methodist Women. The Shiawassee County Health Department is evenly enforcing these
changes in the way churches serve the public out of concern for food safety and public health. Certainly,
our church is not the only one facing these adjustments. If we don’t adhere to these regulations, we risk
losing the church’s kitchen license and would no longer be able use our kitchen to serve the public.
We would like to take this opportunity to update you on our progress at this time. UMW member Martha
West has been working with Sage Market who would be the licensed kitchen preparing and delivering the
food to the church for the funeral luncheons. The menu would include ham or turkey, slider buns,
coleslaw, potato salad, macaroni salad, baked beans, and for dessert we would have a jello salad
parfait. The cost would be $3.50 per person. The church would continue providing all paper goods and
beverages.
From our research with other churches and luncheon locations, this is basically the menu they are using,
and we feel that the price is more than reasonable.
We know this is not an easy thing to do, especially since our wonderful church members have always
stepped up when called upon to provide much appreciated help in preparing their special salads and
cakes. We will certainly miss those delicious salads and homemade cakes (though, as Methodists, we
can trust that there will be many future potlucks).

On the bright side, the assistance of Sage Market will give our church members a break from what can,
at times, feel like back to back funeral luncheons. That being said, we would still need volunteers to help
in the kitchen and Fellowship Hall, as in the past. Above all, this does not impact the immediate mission
work of providing hospitality, compassion, and service for families at these difficult times of loss in their
lives.
If you have questions or would like to volunteer for future funeral luncheons, please contact Jean Austin,
Rosalyn Smith or Martha West, UMW funeral luncheon coordinators.
Thank you,

Laingsburg United Methodist Women

