
New ministries begin, creating 

new possibilities for making new  

disciples of Jesus Christ for the  

transformation of the world 

 
 

The life of a new disciple is impacted, 

and they begin to hope for what will be. 

 

● 

     ● 

     ● 

 

From there, we can only begin to imagine how 

one little act of hope, in the midst of the improbable, 

will change the world. 

 

As together we see how Miracle Sunday unfolds  

in just a matter of days, we do so with hope, in the 

midst of the lofty and improbable, that God can do the 

miraculous.  From there, we faithfully follow where God 

leads us. 

 

Blessings and peace, 

Pastor Brian 
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Henry Traverse may be best known for his 

role as Clarence, the guardian angel to 

George Bailey, in the holiday classic, It’s a 

Wonderful Life.  In the movie, Clarence 

shows George just how different the world 

would be had George never been born.   

This glimpse helps him to understand that, 

while his life was not perfect – perhaps far 

from it,  his impact on those around him 

was of value.   

In chaos theory, the concept of the 

“Butterfly Effect” discusses this very       

phenomenon: little things make big differ-

ences in the world.  Just as the daily life of 

George Bailey impacted those around him 

in ways he could hardly imagine, so do     

our lives make differences in the world 

around us.  When we treat others with 

Christ’s compassion, we change the world.  

When we share hope, we change the world.  

When we extend generosity, we change the 

world.  You get the idea. 

Writing this article on April 17th for the May 

LUMinary newsletter, we find ourselves less 

than three weeks from our Miracle Sunday.  

When we talk about Miracle Sunday, we 

imagine how our future ministries will be 

impacted when the weight of our remaining 

mortgage is lifted from us by our collective 

generosity.  If this sounds lofty – maybe 

even improbable – it’s because it is.       

Miracles tend to be lofty.  But notice where 

it begins:  Hope.  Now, watch how things 

can evolve… 

 

Hope that we can pay 

off the remaining mortgage. 

 

Mortgage is eliminated, 

freeing up $3,016/month for 

new and innovative ministries. 
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COMMITTEE CORNER 
 

 
 

Trustees: 

Please remember to lock up the church if you are the last one to leave.  We are pretty 

sure Spring has finally arrived, so get ready to sign up for lawn mowing! 

 

Missions: 

Carnival Workers Breakfast is May 17.  Please sign up to help. 

  

      

  Words to remember: 

    

   -A friend is someone you can do nothing with - 

    and enjoy it. 

 

   -You cannot be lonely if you like the person 

    you’re alone with. 
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1: Myra Fraidenburg 

1: John Peck 

1: Nancy Goeckel 

5: Ed Kemp 

8: Edwin & Norma Parker 

8: Missy Ginther 

9: Chong Zheng 

10: Laura Wagner 

11: Marty Divine & Deb McKenzie 

12: Duane Smith 

12: Norma Parker 

12: Val Meder 

15: Helen Novak 

15: Brady Hawks 

16: Marty Divine 

19: Edwin Parker 

20: Randy & Val Meder 

21: Jerry & Tammy Wagner 

22: David Goeckel 

22: Phyllis Gee 

24: Emilee Hunt 

24: Don Wagner 

25: Michael & Cathy Chubb 

26: Susan Protas 

27: Henrietta Sparkes 

29: Sandy Turek 

29: Marilyn Baumgras 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May Volunteers: 

6:  Carolyn Morse & Susan Protas 

13: Jessie Sebenick 

20:  Pat Hibbard 
27: Myra Fraidenburg & Donna 

Wolfrom 

 

Coffee Hour: 

Head Usher:   Lois Hartwick & Skye 

Letters to God from Kids: 

Dear God, 

I was thinking you forgot to 

send Spring this year. 

 

Next Special  

Offering is May 27 

 



Items for Personal Needs Kits                          

for Carnival Workers 
 

The Missions Work Area will again be  preparing 

about 40 personal needs kits for workers at the  

Lions Spring Festival.  They will be distributed at a 

breakfast for workers on Thursday, May 17.  Items 

that we need include: shave cream, deodorant, 

toothbrushes, toothpaste, bars of soap, shampoo, 

conditioner, etc.  Please collect and leave items in 

the bins under the nametag table in the narthex. 

The Change for a Change jar will also be out if you 

would rather donate money.  

 Please donate items by Sunday, May 6. 
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Respite Volunteer Workshop 

Thursday, May 31 

10:00-2:00  

 

The Lodges Assisted Living, Memory Care Center 

8800 Monroe Rd, Durand, MI 

  

Volunteer Opportunities include: 

Helping a patient & caregiving family, helping in the   

office, helping on committees, helping with fundraisers. 

Call 989 725-1127 to register or for more info. 

A light lunch will be provided for potential volunteers. 

You can make a huge difference in someone’s life! 

 

 

 

 

 

Got stuff that you're not using that someone else may 

treasure? The Men's Fellowship is sponsoring a 

church-wide rummage sale May 17 through 19. We 

will start collecting items after church on Sunday,  

May 13.  We'll  accept most everything except for 

clothing.  Sign-up sheets for shifts to work will be 

posted on the bulletin board across from the kitchen. 

Please sign up for a shift or two. 

 

Please see John Peck if you have any questions. 

The United Methodist Women invite 

you to their annual Spring Luncheon 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday, May 23 at noon 
 

Please RSVP by May 16 to the  

church office (651-5531). 

 “How Well Does                   
 Your Garden     

      Grow?” 

 

         Sunday, May 20 is Pentecost Sunday. 

 

One of the principal days of the Christian year,    

Pentecost is celebrated on the fiftieth day after  

Easter.  The Greek word pentecoste means “fiftieth 

day.”  Pentecost is the day on which the Christian 

church commemorates the coming of the Holy Spirit 

upon the apostles and others assembled in Jerusa-

lem.  It marks the beginning of the Christian church 

and the proclamation of its message throughout the 

world and is often referred to as the birthday of the 

church.   

You can read about Pentecost in the Acts of the 

Apostles (Acts 2:1-31). 

 

Or for a slightly more entertaining version,               

go to chuckknowschurch.com and type Pentecost in 

the search bar! 
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“THE CORE” 

YOUTH GROUP NEWS 

 

 

Subs and Virtual Reality! 

Thanks to those who bought Holy Subs or made a financial donation.  We raised about $1,000!  
This will go toward apportionments, summer camp scholarships, mission trips and service projects 
in the Flint and/or Detroit areas, and meals for the kids at our bi-weekly meetings. 

At our recent meetings, we’ve had some great discussions.   Cheri Ramirez did a great job of    
leading this conversation, and Olivia Monroyrobles made our taste buds dance with homemade 
Mexican tacos and beans. 

Please enjoy these pictures of the sub sandwich assembly process and having a blast playing     
virtual reality games at Elite VR in Owosso.  If you’d like to see the humorous videos from Elite, 
check out the church’s Facebook page! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



LAINGSBURG UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

210 N. CRUM ST. 

LAINGSBURG, MI 48848 

POSTAGE 

STAMP 

REQUIRED 

MOVIE WITH THE PASTOR 
 

Saturday, May 5. 

11:00 am—1:00 pm 

at LUMC 

 

We will be watching  
Disney’s “Coco” 

followed by pizza lunch and discussion. 
Grades K-5 are welcome, and the 

whole event is free.  Invite your friends. 
 
 

It’s Hat Day!  Wear your favorite hat! 


