
Just as the sermons and sermon series 

are mapped out to address the life and 

needs of the congregation and those in it, 

so are the aesthetic decisions.  Think 

about it this way: God has given us 5  

senses, one of them being sight.  Doesn’t 

it make sense that God would want us to 

use all of our senses (including sight)  

during a time of worship?  And so, as insig-

nificant as it might seem, a pastor’s robe 

and stole actually play a part in adding to 

the worship experience.  To make more 

sense of this, I’ll use myself and my robe as an example. 

Almost 100% of the time, I’ll wear a white cotton robe during 

a worship service.  The style is known as an Alb, and is de-

signed to reflect something a shepherd or a servant would 

wear.  Like many albs, mine also has a rope (called a cincture 

cord) that allows me to tie the alb around my waste.  I’ve 

heard many people describe it as looking like something a 

monk might wear.  And they’re right!  The reason for this style 

robe is that it carries with it a connotation of humility.  It 

doesn’t resemble something a person with power and author-

ity would wear.  Keep in mind the connection to shepherds.  

And so, when I put it on before leading service, I do so while 

reminding myself that I am stepping into a role, not of power 

and authority, but of humility and servanthood.  I think about 

this every Sunday as I’m getting ready.  My hope is also that 

this message is sent to others when they see the robe: “this 

pastor is here to serve.” 

Now, about the stoles.  In the United Methodist Church, 

stoles are only worn by clergy who have been ordained.  But 

even these decorative additions are not meant to serve as a 

status symbol, but once again as a reminder, both to the 

congregation and for the one wearing the stole.  The overall 

design of a stole is to serve as a reminder of the “yoke” we 

take upon ourselves at the moment of ordination.  Jesus 

promises us that his “yoke is easy,” but it is still a yoke of 

selflessness and being a servant.  And so, as I choose my 

stole for each Sunday, I keep this in mind: “What is the    

responsibility I am taking on when I place this stole around 

my neck?”  For me, this helps prepare me for the task of  

leading worship and serving as pastor to others. 
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“Pastor Brian, why do you wear a robe on 

Sunday?” 

 

This is actually a very helpful question to answer, 

as I am certain other people may be wondering it, 

too.  Likely, if you’ve been involved in a church for 

all or even some of your life, you’ve likely experi-

enced clergy wearing all sorts of robes.  They go 

by different names, have different designs, and 

are even different colors made of different fab-

rics.  And then there’s the cloth worn around the 

neck (we call it a stole), and there are even more 

styles and colors of those than there are robes.  

And so, the question is, what is it all about? 

First, it’s helpful to say that not all clergy wear 

robes, even in the United Methodist Church.  It 

really is a personal choice for each clergy person, 

but that choice has some very important factors 

involved in making it.  Here are some of the con-

siderations that clergy have to think about when 

deciding whether or not to wear a robe. 

—What makes me feel most comfortable 

(physical, spiritual, emotional, etc.)?  In 

other words, does wearing a robe feel 

natural for me, or does it get in the way?   

—In a given worship service, does a robe fit 

with the desired environment? (i.e. I 

probably wouldn’t wear a robe if I were 

leading a worship service in a restau-

rant). 

—What are the expectations of others?  This 

may sound like people pleasing, but it 

really isn’t.  For example, if I’m leading a 

worship service where many of those 

attending are new to a church setting, 

they may feel more comfortable if I wear 

a suit, or even jeans and a shirt.  On the 

other hand, for those who have been 

part of a church that is more traditional, 

a robe may be much more expected. 

These are just some of the things that clergy have 

to consider when deciding to robe or not.   

So, why is this not altogether boring?  Why is this 

newsletter article worthy?  Worship design is a 

very special thing that doesn’t just happen with-

out intentional thought and effort.   
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COMMITTEE CORNER 
 

 
 

 

Finance: 
We are now fully set up to receive donations through credit or debit card transactions through 

a secure network provided by VANCO Financials.  We also have the ability to set up electronic 

giving through our church website using checking/savings accounts, as well as debit/credit 

cards.  While we know that not everyone will want to utilize this form of giving (and that’s more 

than okay), we hope that you will consider it.   There is help to do this or an instructional      

brochure available at the Welcome Center. 

Remember the BIG Orange Buckets (B.O.B.) on the last Sunday of the month.  100% of this 

extra offering goes toward missions! 

 

Missions: 
The Missions Work Area is collecting items for personal care kits for Lion’s Spring Carnival 

workers.  We will need toothbrushes & toothpaste, bars of soap and wash cloths, razors and 

shave cream, shampoo and conditioner, deodorant and NEW work socks.  Please place your 

items in the green tubs under the mission table. 

We also will be serving breakfast to the workers on Thursday, May 16.  Please call the church 

office or see Jeff Holyfield if you can help with that. 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

  

      

Good things to remember! 

 

• Never tell your mom her diet’s not working. (Michael, age 14) 

• When your mom is mad at your dad, don’t let her brush    

your hair.  (Taylia, age 11) 
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1:  Myra Fraidenburg 

1: John Peck 

1:  Nancy Goeckel 

5:  Ed Kemp 

8: Edwin & Norma Parker 

8: Missy Ginther 

9: Chong Zheng 

11: Marty Divine & Deb McKenzie 

12: Duane Smith 

12: Norma Parker 

12: Val Meder 

15: Helen Novak 

15: Brady Hawks 

16: Marty Divine 

19: Edwin Parker 

20: Randy & Val Meder 

21: Jerry & Tammy Wagner 

22: David Goeckel 

22: Phyllis Gee 

24: Emilee Hunt 

24: Don Wagner 

25: Michael & Cathy Chubb 

26: Susan Protas 

27: Henrietta Sparkes 

29: Sandy Turek 

29: Marilyn Baumgras 

 

May Volunteers: 

 

5:  Carolyn Morse/Susan Protas 

12: Jessie Sebenick 

19:  Pat Hibbard 

26: Myra Fraidenburg/Donna Wolfrom 

 

    Coffee Hour: 

Head Usher: Lois Hartwick & Skye Davis 



 

New Laingsburg Parish Program at 

Pittsburg UMC 

 

“Aging Faithfully” is a 4-week program for Seniors 

of all ages, led by Pastor Brian. 

 

Mondays at 1:00 pm at Pittsburg UMC,  

April 29-May 20 

 

Participant books will be available  

at the first gathering. 

 

There will be no cost for the program. 
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Lois Hartwick & Skye Davis 

(...Pastor’s Pen continued) 

 

Why do stoles come in so many colors?  It’s because our Christian 

year is divided up into different seasons, with each season having a 

designated set of colors.  For example, there’s Advent and Lent 

(purple), Pentecost (red), ordinary time or kingdom-tide (green),  

Easter (white), and Christmas (white/gold), and still more.  That   

being said, there are certain times when I’ll choose to wear a color 

that is not in season.  For example, I have a robe with the faces of 

children on it that was a gift to me from a now retired pastor.  I wore 

this stole while baptizing my own kids, and will often wear it for other 

baptisms, as well.   

And so, the next time you see me walk to the front of the church with 

my robe on, know that it’s not just to cover up the fact that I might 

have the same shirt on as the Sunday before (though that can be a 

bonus).  It’s to remind myself and others of what role I serve in the 

congregation: servant and shepherd. 

Always my privilege to serve and guide. 

 

Blessings and peace, 

Pastor Brian 

United Methodist Women 

 
There are a couple of things happening in the 
month of May. First, UMW will be holding a bake 
sale on May 18, 2019. We will have a table set up 
in front of Leonard’s Hardware. Bake sale will start 
at 10 am and run until 2 pm. We will be asking for 
donations of baked goods. This includes cupcakes, 
cookies, homemade breads, brownies etc. Sign up 
sheets will be posted on the UMW board or look for 
members of the UMW to sign up for your donation 
May 5 and May 12, before and after church. 
 
Second, May 29, 2019, we will be hosting the    
UMW’s Salad Luncheon. Salad donations will be 
asked May 19 and May 26. A sign up sheet will  
also be posted during that time on the UMW board 
or look for UMW members before and after church. 
We will be inviting new churches in our district and 
looking forward to meeting new people. Ed Carpen-
ter will be providing the program after lunch. 
 
Contact Tammy Wagner, President of the UMW, 
with any questions. 
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“THE CORE” 

YOUTH GROUP NEWS 

 

 

Locked and loaded for service 

The night of Apr. 5 was one of learning, playing and preparing to serve others for the Core Youth 
Group.  

We joined three other youth groups from the community at St. Isidore's starting at 4 p.m. Friday.  
The students and parent chaperones all had to fast starting at 2 p.m. that day in recognition of Lent 
and in preparation for our service project: making and serving lunches to 70 homeless people in 
Lansing at Homeless Angels. We played games, watched movies, learned about "food insecurity"  
in America, held a ceremonial foot/hand washing time in the chapel, slept and put together PB&J 
sandwiches, trail mix, fruit, water, pudding, chips and inspirational messages for 70 sack lunches. 

After delivering the lunches to Homeless Angels, learning about their program and interacting for 
awhile with their residents, we went to Brody Hall's massive cafeteria to break our fast. The students 
and adults hadn't had anything but liquids for 24 hours, so needless to say, it was a mad dash for 
anything we could get our hands on! Nonetheless, it was a moving experience for the more than 30 
kids who participated. Amen! 

Thanks for the pop cans! 

Keep bringing in those pop cans! We've already raised more than $200, part of which was used to 
buy our share of the food items for the lock-in and homeless lunches. There's a tall blue trash bin 
outside the Core Youth room door. Just drop your clean returnables there and we'll take it from 
there! Please, no plastic bottles or non-refundable containers.  
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Native American Ministries 

Sunday  

May 5 
 

Gifts on this day fund social 

justice efforts for our First 

Americans, by helping create 

programs that enrich, empower 

and educate. 


