
about how God could transform your giving 

into life-changing possibilities for someone 

else? 
 

Maybe not quite.  
 

But, what if I were to tell you that this is 

precisely how God wants you to feel when 

you give financially to the church!  Heck, 

that’s how I want you to feel.   
 

So, why don’t we? 
 

That’s a great question, and I’m going to 

put most of the blame on about 1,650 years of church histo-

ry.  You see, the early church (the illegal one that Paul had a 

part in starting soon after Jesus died and was resurrected) 

knew that people’s resources (like their money) were ex-

tremely important to the work and ministry of the church.  

And so, their resources were used to mobilize relief efforts, 

care for the sick, and housing for the poor, the widow, and 

the orphan.  Their resources were used to send missionaries 

to both near and far off places in order to share the Gospel 

with others.  In some sense…those were the days! 
 

My concern is that, soon after Christianity became a legal 

religion – even the official religion of Rome – things got a 

little dicey.  The church started to see people’s financial giv-

ing as a means of institutional wealth and power.  A lot of the 

things that the early Christians did so well, caring for the 

poor, sick, imprisoned, and lost (you know, like the things 

Jesus did), started to just fade away.  People’s giving – the 

resources of the church – started being used for less im-

portant things.  And that’s where we started to get lost. 

Now, don’t get me wrong.  This doesn’t mean that churches 

don’t need adequate buildings for the purpose of providing 

opportunities for worship, service, education, feeding, care, 

and things like tutoring.  We also need staff and pastors to 

help make sure those things get organized effectively.  We 

also need you as disciples of Christ to do much of that minis-

try.  What it does mean is that every dollar the church spends 

(remembering that those dollars came from your giving) 

needs to go toward expenses, salaries, programs and moon-

shot ideas that truly make a difference in God’s world. 
 

My hope is that the next time you write a check, set up an 

EFT, or put an envelope in the offering plate, that you would 

feel immense joy, a sense of possibility, and a sensation of 

excitement thinking about how God could transform your 

giving into life-changing possibilities for someone else.        

MY promise to you, the givers, is that we, the church – 

Laingsburg United Methodist Church – will continue to strive 

to be more like Christ in the ways we utilize your gifts. 

 

Thankful to be your pastor, 

Pastor Brian 
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“The M Word” 
 

So, here we are with the fourth article on the 

Church’s Agenda.  We started it all in July by ad-

mitting that the church does have an agenda, and 

it’s all rooted in the Great Commission that Jesus 

offers in the Gospel of Matthew. Remember? 
 

“All authority in heaven and on 

earth has been given to me.  

Therefore, go and make disci-

ples of all nations, baptizing 

them in the name of the Fa-

ther and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit, and teaching them 

to obey everything I have com-

manded you.  And surely I am 

with you always, to the very 

end of the age.”  

Matthew 28:18-20 

 

Then we started to explore the church’s agenda 

of church membership!  We looked at how being 

a member of the church isn’t like being a mem-

ber of Sam’s Club (or Costco, if you prefer), but 

about committing yourself to being a faithful dis-

ciple of Jesus Christ. 
 

Finally, in September, we looked at the church’s 

agenda when it comes to families.  If you forgot 

about this one, go back and read it.  You can 

always find it on the church website: 

www.laingsburgumc.org.  In it, we discussed the 

multiplicity of families, and how all types of fami-

lies are necessary to the work, mission, and min-

istry of the church.  By the way, we’re glad to have 

you as part of our church family. 
 

So now we come to the scariest one of all (cue 

the “Twilight Zone” music): financial giving and 

stewardship!  

(Now, now.  Fight the temptation to 

throw your newsletter in the waste bin.) 

Yes, it’s true.  The church does have an agenda, 

and part of it is that we’d like for you to give   

financially to the church.  There…I’ve said it.  But, 

I think the church, all around the world, has done 

a pretty bad job at talking about money, and  

often an even worse job at using it! 
 

Here’s what I mean:  Consider the last time you 

gave money to the church.  You likely put it in an 

offering place or at least set up some sort of  

direct deposit through your work or banking   

institution.  (Thanks, by the way!).  How did it feel 

to give?  Did you feel immense joy, a sense of 

possibility, a sensation of excitement thinking 
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COMMITTEE CORNER 
 

 
 

 

Trustees: 

Thank you to those who are mowing the lawn.   Our church is looking beautiful! 

 

 

Stewardship Story: 
 

In the Finance Committee, we are big believers that sharing good financial news is a wonderful 

(and even fun) responsibility.  Some of the wonderful news that we can share is that, with 

some extra gifts given to the New Building Fund (the sole purpose of which is to pay the 

church’s mortgage), we’ve been able to send an additional payment of $10,000 against the 

principle.  This is in addition to our regular monthly payment of $3,016, as well as $5,500 

which came in from promised Miracle Sunday gifts.  If you do the math, that means we’ve  

sent $18,516 in September.  We continue to make great progress with our mortgage, and  

are excited for more progress to be made.   

 

It’s also important to share that we continue to fund the amazing and important ministries of 

this church.  Everything from children’s programs to outreach ministries, and staff persons to 

utilities, all of it is being funded and cared for.  All of these things are important.  Your generos-

ity makes it possible.   

 

Another piece of good news is that our account balances aren’t really high.  But WAIT!  How is 

that good news?!  Pastor Brian has a saying that “we ought to be just enough in the black that 

we can still buy the red pen.” In other words, if we’re being good stewards of the financial gifts 

we’re given, then we’re not hoarding it out of fear, but responsibly using those gifts for good 

and effective ministry.   That being said, if you see Katrina Hill, our treasurer, please say a 

word of thanks as she navigates our finances masterfully! 

 

Finally, to update you as to our apportionment responsibilities, we’ve been able to make some 

progress, largely due to some additional giving with the Pink Envelopes.  At the end of August, 

we were able to bring our apportionment giving up to $5,700 out of $15,043.  Sure, we still 

have a ways to go, and we’re making plans to be able to do that, but we still rely on your gener-

osity.  If you’d like to give extra to this important missional endeavor, please speak with Pastor 

Brian, Katrina Hill, or David Sebenick. 

 

Finally, thank you again for your generosity.  Trust that it IS making a big difference in this 

church, in this community, and in this world.  

  

      

Pittsburg United Methodist Church will be hosting a Chicken    

Dinner on Sunday, Oct. 7 from 12:00-3:00 at the Bennington    

Township Hall at 5849 S. M-52.     

Let’s stop over after church that Sunday for dinner and support 

part of our Laingsburg Parish.   
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2:  Jeana Parker 

2:  Jerry Wagner 

3:  Troy & Katrina Hill 

4: Brad Boron 

5:  Larry Wagner 

12:  Michelle Wilgus 

13:  Glenna Ginther 

17:  Sybil Curtis 

19:  Troy Hill 

20: Harold & Mary Jane Walters 

20: Matthew West 

20:  Micah West 

21:  Tori Holyfield 

21:  Nancy Koerner 

25:  Max & Peggy Elkins 

28:  Deb McKenzie 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October Volunteers: 

 

7:  Carolyn Morse/Susan Protas 

14: Myra Fraidenburg/Donna Wolfrom 

21:  Jessie Sebenick 

28: Pat Hibbard 

 

Coffee Hour: 

Head Usher:   Susan Protas 

Letters to God from Kids: 

Dear God, 

Do you have a favorite religion? 

Here are 3 to choose from. 

1. Baptist                                  

2. Methodist                             

3. Presbiteran 

P.S.  I’m Presbiteran 



Tuesday Tutoring 

Beginning in October, Laingsburg UMC will be 
hosting “Tuesday Tutoring” at the church in 
cooperation with the Laingsburg Elementary 
School.  Beginning with a snack provided by  

volunteers at 3:15, students (1st-5th grade) will 
arrive and stay for tutoring from 3:30-4:30pm. 
 In order for this to be possible, we need your 

help.  If you are interested in learning more 
about being a “Tuesday Tutoring” volunteer, 

please sign up on the clipboard located at the 
welcome desk.  We will also need donations of 
non-perishable snacks (i.e. Goldfish Crackers, 
juice boxes, etc.).   You can also speak with   

Pastor Brian or Discipleship Work Area member 
Cheri Ramirez. 
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The Missions Work Area is collecting outer winter    

clothing (coats, hats, mittens, snow pants, etc.) for our 

Free Winter Clothing Store. 

Our emphasis is on children’s clothing, 

but we do accept adult clothing as well.  

Please place items in green tubs under 

the name tag table. 

INVITE 

SUNDAYS 

                     

             October 7 

          World Communion Sunday 

        Communion is for Everyone! 

     

 

        In the United Methodist Church, we believe that the                 

 Sacrament of Holy Communion is meant for everyone.             

You don’t need to be a member of this Church or of any church.      

All you need is a desire to experience God’s love and grace in an 

amazing way—maybe even for the first time. 

 

We always love new people, but on BIG Invite Sundays, all of us will make extra sure                                 

to invite new people to come and experience what we’re about here at Laingsburg UMC! 

Trunk or Treat 
Wednesday, Oct. 31 from       

6-8:00 pm 

in the Fellowship Hall 

 
Start thinking about some great decorations for your 

area and/or a fun costume (family friendly) to wear as 
you hand out candy.  This is such a great outreach 

event and always so well attended. 
Remember, we need donations of candy and also 

cookies, etc. to share for snacks. 

Shoe Collection 

 The Laingsburg Drama Club is collecting new and gently 

used shoes.  They will earn funds by the pound, so please 

clean out your closets.  Shoes must be intact with no holes. 

The shoes will be shipped to developing nations for small 

businesses to use as inventory to help themselves out of 

poverty.  The bin is located by the name badge table. 
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“THE CORE” 

YOUTH GROUP NEWS 

 

 

Whole 'lotta fun goin' on 

The Core year kicked off Sept. 9 with a big pizza and ice cream party with other Laingsburg youth 
who'd helped with the Food Bank Scavenger Hunt in the spring. With about 18 kids, what a blast! 

Pastor Brian tied with Emma West in the first round of the ice cream eating contest. The kids with 
leftover ice cream went for a second round but the results were too melted to tell who won!  A   
cake-eating contest followed, with our own Matt Balcarcel emerging victorious and red-mouthed 
from the frosting!  Oh, and the kids ate all the pizza too, as well as playing frisbee, parking-lot foot-
ball, Twister and board games.  

Next up the group will be starting a study course entitled...wait for it...Core!  We're sure they named 
it after us because we're so cool!  It will consist of a four-week unit this fall and a four-week unit in 
the spring. Thank you to Cheri & Roger Ramirez for covering the cost!  The Core program includes 
a student journal, along with some great videos to talk about faith and stuff that really matter to our 
youth!  Pray for our kids and youth leaders as we take this journey together. 

Got cans? 

Cheri will be setting up a collection receptacle soon for 
people to bring in refundable bottles and cans. We'll take 
it all, as long as it's eligible for the Michigan 10-cent re-
fund! Thanks in advance! 
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INVITE 

 SUNDAYS 

 

October 7, 2018 - Communion is for Everyone  
 

November 4, 2018 - Remembering the Saints  
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December 2, 2018 - The start of Advent and preparing for 
Christmas  
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