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“Eclipse-like Moments”
On August 21st, the majority of Americans had
a front row seat to at least some piece of an
incredible spectacle as they gazed toward the
stars, only to see the sun become eclipsed by
earth’s moon. It really was an awesome sight to
witness and enjoy. But, as I stood there with my
stylish eclipse glasses on, I couldn’t help but
wonder why it is that an entire nation became so
fascinated with this astronomical phenomenon.
Precisely, my question was: “Is this even a phenomenon?”
Every day, at least on days when it’s not too
cloudy, we can experience the light and warmth
of the sun. If this weren’t the case, we simply
wouldn’t be here. We entirely owe our existence
to God’s creativity in placing us just the right
distance from the sun – not too hot, not too cold
(Goldilocks Creationism, perhaps?). The sun,
while it is impressive, is something we’re all used
to. It’s what gives us warmth, causes plant
growth to occur, and instantly blinds us as we
drive toward it on a beautiful day.
The earth’s moon is really just as familiar. As
one who likes to sleep in complete darkness, I
bemoan the moon’s light as it creeps through
our bedroom blinds as I lay in bed. We follow it
across the sky, track its patterns, and even base
our celebrations of Easter on it. All of this is to
say that both the moon and the sun are entirely
common and everyday astronomical realities to
us. So, my question still stands: what about an
eclipse – seeing the moon and the Sun simultaneously – is so phenomenal? Why are we so
drawn to a solar eclipse?
I think a big part of the answer to this question is
actually fairly simple: it’s phenomenal because
we’re seeing two entirely common things in one
entirely unique way. We’ve all seen the moon
and the sun before, but very rarely - almost only
once in a lifetime – do we see them in such a
way that a golden ring is formed in the daytime
sky. Seeing the ordinary in an extraordinary way
ought to cause us to stop, and, at the very least,
wonder.
Today, as I’m writing this article, we’re in the
midst of preparing to celebrate Laingsburg’s

students as they head back to school for
their first days, for some of them in a new
school. As we prepare to celebrate them
going back, I wonder if we might experience an eclipse-like moment. We’ve all
seen kids go back to school. But, what if
we started seeing future community
leaders, prospective public servants, future
inventors, engineers, pastors, teachers,
farmers, and others carrying their backpacks to school? Would it change the way we see them –
perhaps as something new and for the first time? Might we
take a moment and notice, wonder in awe, and even pray for
them?
Where else might we see eclipse-like moments? In hospitals
as we see doctors who may be struggling with something
personally? Patients who may be lonelier than they are
afraid? How about when we’re in the office? Maybe we’ll see
our boss who is feeling defeated or a co-worker who’s still
doing math in their head about how they’ll make their
paycheck stretch a little further. In church, might we notice
another member – even a friend – who’s working hard to
hide a deep secret that they’re afraid someone might find out
about them?
I’m becoming convinced that eclipse-like moments happen
far more often than we think. The question is, do we stop to
notice the things that are always in front of us – just in new
ways?
Blessings,
Pastor Brian
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Library News
Max Lucado writes a book entitled You’ll Get Through This.
Whatever “this” is, be it financial woes, relationship valleys or
health crises. Hope and help for your turbulent times.
And always remember, “A room without books is like a body without a soul.”
Coralie George
Librarian

September Volunteers:
Coffee Hour:
3: Helen Novak & Martha West
10: Duane & Glenna Ginther
17: Deb McKenzie & Marty Divine
24: Clint & Carrie Rathbun Hawks

Head Usher:

Duane Ginther

COMMITTEE CORNER
Trustees:
If you could help with mowing the church lawn as we finish our the season, please sign up at
the Welcome Station or call the church office.
The well at the Parsonage is going to have to be replaced.

Finance:
The next Chicken-less Chicken Dinner will be Sunday, Sept. 3.
Miracle Sunday Silent Auction. See article.

Missions:
Winter Clothing Free Store. See article.
Missionary Paul Webster, a rural economic development specialist serving in Zambia,
Africa, will be at Owosso First United Methodist Church on Wednesday, Sept. 13.
Dinner will be at 5:45 followed by his presentation of his ministry. All are welcome.
Please call the church to RSVP, 989 725-2201.

1: Carl George
1: Gloria Vanderhoof
2: Norma Davis
4: Roger Curtis
4: Greg Hunt
6: Diana Lett
9: Lori Hart
13: Edul Walsh
15: Scarlett Parker
16: Tom & Stacey Brewer
16: Judy Blackledge
18: David & Jessie Sebenick
19: Bethany Potter
19: Shirley Smith
22: Wendy Venier
27: Chris Phillips
28: Skye Davis
28: Georgia Hill

Letters to God from Kids:

Thank you to all who have cared for me over the last months. Thank you to
my doctors, neighbors, family and my church family for cards and visits.
Even the church choir came for a time of singing! I’ll never be perfectly well,
but with God’s help and Carl’s help, I’ll deal with it. Thank you all, and thank
you Jesus!
Coralie George

Dear God,
I bet it is very hard for you to
love all of everybody in the
whole world. There are only 4
people in my family and I can
never do it.
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Road to Miracle Sunday
Silent Auction
As we near our 2018 Miracle Sunday – a day on which we
pray to pay off our church mortgage through gifts and the
immense generosity of this church community – the Finance
Committee is doing its part to help achieve that goal. In addition to the continued “Chicken-less Chicken Dinner” and, of
course, your regular Building Fund giving, the Finance Committee will be organizing a Silent Auction with 100% of proceeds going toward our Miracle Sunday mortgage payoff.
Beginning Sunday, September 10th through November 12th,
items and services for the rolling silent auction (bidding on
items/services will end on various dates) will be put on display in the Fellowship Hall for bidding. Please know that you
are welcome to add items/services at any time during this
eight week period.
Suggestions of items and services include, but are not limited
to:
Homemade Crafts
Babysitting services (Example: “2 Evenings of Babysitting”)
Yard Work (Example: Lawn Mowing, Weeding, Snow Removal, etc.)
Baked Goods (Example: Win a Pie Each Month For a
Year)
Homemade Meals (i.e. 4 Sunday Family Dinners Fresh to
Your Door)
Other services you may provide (i.e. 2017 Tax Service)
New Electronics
Tool Sets
Jewelry
Cottage, Camper, RV Rental (i.e. A Free Weekend Up
North)
XYZ for a Month/Year
USE YOUR IMAGINATION
Please know that your contributions, as well as your bids, will
go a long way to helping us achieve our Miracle Sunday goal
of a mortgage payoff. Every little (and big) bit helps!

Winter Clothing Free Store
The Mission Team at LUMC is working to put
together a winter clothing free store to
provide anyone who needs it, a set of winter
outerwear: coat, gloves, hat, scarf, boots, etc.
Starting Sept. 10, donations of new or gently
used clean clothing items (all sizes for all
ages) can be brought to the church. Please
place your donations in the green bins located
in the narthex.

The Free Store will be open to the public for
a week beginning Sunday, Oct. 15.

Church Day
Come for a great time on the farm, a delicious
lunch, fellowship, and information about some new
ministries here at
Laingsburg United Methodist Church

Sunday, September 24 at noon at
Peacock Road Family Farm

Photo Directory
We will be doing a new photo directory this fall.
September 19 & 20 are the days we will be taking
photos.
Sign-up at church on Sundays, call the church
office, or go online to www.ucdir.com.

There is no cost for the meal or for admission, but
donations are welcome to help offset the church’s
costs. This is sponsored by the Discipleship Work
Area in cooperation with Ed and Diana Carpenter,
owners of Peacock Road Family Farm.
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“THE CORE”
YOUTH GROUP NEWS

Core Youth Group kick-off starts with a splash!
Ten members – some new and some returning – had a blast Aug. 27 kicking off the 2017-18 school year
at the Hawks’ house on Lake Victoria. There was lots of great food, laughter, sharing what we’re all
thankful for and looking forward to, and swimming. Pastor Brian even jumped in to meet the “man
challenge” of getting to the bottom of the lake and coming up with a handful of mud!
The group is on track to have at least 15 members this year. Amen! Though we know they come and go
with their various other activities, everyone is always welcome to join in when they can – and bring
friends! (Oh yeah, and we have five girls this year so far! Look out boys.)
If you haven’t heard, Core and the Sunday School group are trading rooms because of our growth. Cheri
Ramirez will be starting to paint very soon in colors voted on by the kids. Then they’ll design and
decorate, and we’ll help Jessi’s group settle in as well. They are bummed, however, that they can’t have
a ball pit or mini-loft!
Next meeting is Sept. 10 from 5:30 to 7:30 at the church. Dinner is provided. If you know a middle or
senior high youth, encourage them to attend.
It’s an exciting year ahead! Continue to pray for us as we try some new adventures and worship experiences.

Sean, Nick, Pastor Brian, Mitch and Brady
get ready for a synchronized swimming
routine.

The cooler weather and water temps didn’t
stop our crew from enjoying the lake.

MOVIE WITH THE PASTOR
Saturday, September 2
11:00 am — 1:00 pm
at LUMC
We will be watching
“Ice Age: Collision Course”
followed by pizza lunch and discussion.
Grades K-5 are welcome, and the
whole event is free. Invite your friends.
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