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“The Church’s Agenda – Part 3”
“We Really Want Your Family”
So, perhaps you’ve heard something similar
to the title of this article before, whether it
was in this church or in another church:
“We really want more families.” I’ve heard
it a lot and, for better or for worse, I’ve
probably said it before, myself. And so, it
seems appropriate that I share with you a
little bit about what’s behind this part of
THE CHURCH’S AGENDA.
It’s true, we do want more families. But
what does that mean? At first glance, you
may assume that it means that we want
to fill our pews with a bunch of traditional
families: 2 parents and 2.5 kids. While the
Hallmark Channel may suggest this is the
ideal, the reality is the idea of “family” is
much, much broader and inclusive, as
should the church’s desire be.
You see, in reality, the concept of family
can look like just about anything. It can
be one parent, or two; children or none;
married or not; large or small; multi-racial
and even bi-lingual. Families can be formed
by adoption, friendships, and so much
more! I suspect that I could keep going
until this article bleeds onto the next couple
of pages, but you get the point: family is a
BIG concept.
So, what’s with the church’s agenda to
gather in more and more families?
If I’m being honest, it can sometimes be out
of concern that the longevity of a congregation is at risk without younger generations.
This can be concerning for many reasons,
and I suspect I don’t have to outline them.
But, it can also be a very meaningful
recognition that without the abundance of
“families” in our congregations, we fail to
mirror the community in which we serve.
For example, consider the community
of Laingsburg. One of the fastest growing

demographics in Laingsburg is young
parents with young children. It makes
sense that the church would want to
mirror that reality in the congregation,
too.
So, does this mean that the church’s
drive for more families is a good thing
or a bad thing?
When done well, the desire to grow our congregation
with families (acknowledging the breadth of what family
can mean), means that we desire to be completely
inclusive of the community in which we serve. It means
that the church wants to help all people grow in their
love and service for God. Who could possibly say this is
a bad thing?!
However, when done poorly, this begins to look like a
numbers game. It no longer sees the families as part
of the community of faith, but as commodities to
acquire. It sees their wallets and not their hearts; their
bodies in pews, and not their giftedness for God’s glory.
I share these things in order that I might be able to
make this promise: In my ministry, and as your pastor
at Laingsburg UMC, I will always strive to grow this
congregation with families of all sorts, for no purpose
other than to share the good news of Jesus Christ, and,
together with one another and with God’s help, to
transform the world around us.
In Christ,

Pastor Brian
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September Volunteers:
Words to remember:
-If you can laugh at it, then you can live with it.

-The greatest of all faults is to imagine
that you have none.

Coffee Hour:
2: Lois Hartwick/Jo Hollenbeck
9: Duane & Glenna Ginther
16: Deb McKenzie/Marty Divine
23: Clint & Carrie Rathbun Hawks
30:Duane & Glenna Ginther

Head Usher: Duane Ginther
COMMITTEE CORNER
Trustees:
Thank you to those who are mowing the lawn. With the drought, there were a few weeks that
no grass was growing, so a few people got a break! Thank you to John Peck for putting in fresh
mulch along the driveway!

Stewardship Story:
Start of the Program Year
Believe it or not, as this is being written, Laingsburg students are in their classrooms for the
first day of school. And so, while summer is not yet ended, we’re staring the start of the
Church’s program year in the face, and we’ve got a lot to look forward to. We’ve certainly said
it before, but it bears repeating: this church is engaged in so many wonderful ministries, but it
takes all of our generosity, together, to make it happen.
As the summer comes to a close, one are of our church’s finances where we want to turn our
attention is to that of our Apportionments. As Pastor Brian has shared before, our apportionments are essentially mission and ministry dollars that we (and all other United Methodist
congregations) pay to the Annual Conference and to the United Methodist Church that allow
for HUGE missions and ministries to be done – far bigger than any church could do on their
own. Interestingly, many of these ministries and missions directly impact the ministries that
we do here at LUMC!

1: Carl George
1: Gloria Vanderhoof
2: Norma Davis
4: Roger Curtis
4: Greg Hunt
9: Lori Hart
13: Edul Hunt Walsh
15: Scarlet Parker
16: Tom & Stacey Brewer
16: Judy Blackledge
18: Dave & Jessie Sebenick
19: Shirley Smith
22: Wendy Venier
27: Chris Phillips
28: Skye Davis
29: Georgia Hill

Apportionments Need Your Help:
This year, the total we will pay in Apportionments is $15,043. That being said, we are not
quite where we’d hoped to be in terms of paying those apportionments. Currently, we aim to
pay about $1,300 or more toward that each month. Unfortunately, this hasn’t been possible
each month so far in 2018. While we certainly understand that not everyone is able to give an
apportionment offering (PINK ENVELOPE) above and beyond their typical/pledged giving, we’d
like to extend the invitation during September for you to do so. In the pews, you will notice
special pink envelopes. These are used exclusively for apportionment offerings. These can
be filled out (remember your name) and placed in the offering plate on a Sunday. If mailing
or dropping off an apportionment offering to the office is easier for you to remember, you’re
certainly welcome to do that, as well.
And finally, as always, let us extend our many thanks for the LUMC Finance Committee.

Letters to God from Kids:
Dear God,
Mommy says all babies cry, but
I don’t think baby jesus did.
You must know the answer, so
please write back. We have a
bet.
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September 9
Bishop David Bard

INVITE
SUNDAYS

Bishop David Bard, our Bishop of the newly formed
Michigan Area Conference of the United Methodist Church,
will be our guest on Sunday, Sept. 9, at 10:00 am. He will
share a sermon and Holy Communion with us.
Join us for a cake reception after worship.

Bishop David Alan Bard was elected to the episcopacy in 2016 and assigned to the Michigan Area of The United Methodist
Church where he currently serves as the resident bishop. Prior to his election, Bishop Bard was a member of the Minnesota
Conference where he served for over thirty years as a pastor and District Superintendent. His final appointment in Minnesota was as pastor of First United Methodist Church in Duluth, the community in which he grew up. During his ministry, Bishop
Bard served on a number of conference and denomination-wide committees and agencies. He was elected to represent
Minnesota at five General and Jurisdictional Conferences (2000, 2004, 2008, 2012, and 2016). He is the only member of
the Minnesota Conference to be elected to the episcopacy since the formation of The United Methodist Church in 1968.
Bishop Bard is a graduate of the University of Minnesota, Duluth (B.A. cum laude, philosophy and psychology), United
Theological Seminary of the Twin Cities (M.Div.), and has a Ph.D. in Religious Studies, with a focus on Christian Ethics, from
Southern Methodist University (Dallas, TX). He has taught courses as an adjunct faculty member at the College of
St. Scholastica in Duluth and at United Theological Seminary of the Twin Cities. He has also served on a number of ecumenical and community boards and agencies including the Minnesota Council of Churches, Board of Directors of Second Harvest
Northern Lakes Food Bank, Board of Directors of Life House, an outreach program for homeless youth, and the St. Louis
County Heading Home Governance Board.
Bishop Bard married his wife, Julie, also from Duluth, in 1982. Julie is a long-time educator currently teaching first grade in
the Waverly School District. Bishop Bard and Julie have three children: David L. who works in the public sector and is
married to Christina, lives in St. Paul, MN; Elizabeth, an OB/GYN physician in Duluth who is married to Michael; and Sarah
who lives in Andover, MN is a physical therapist.

Pittsburg United Methodist Church will be hosting a
Chicken Dinner on Sunday, Oct. 7 from 12:00-3:00 at
the Bennington Township Hall at 5849 S. M-52. Let’s
stop over after church that Sunday for dinner and
support part of our Laingsburg Parish.

Noisy Offering for Heifer International
During Sunday worship in September, the youth will pass their
metal buckets for our noisy mission offering. The Missions
Work Area has selected Heifer International to receive your
donations this year. Start saving your pocket change to create a
lot of noise, or consider adding some paper money or a check,
possibly for a special designation. For $20, you may gift a flock
of chicks, ducks or geese; for $30, honeybees or a share in three
schools of fish; for $60, a trio of rabbits or tree seedlings; and
for $120, a pig, sheep or goat. Other gifts are also available.
Please see John Peck or Pastor Brian for additional information.

Mission Donation from Men’s Fellowship
The Men’s Fellowship has donated a portion of their savings to
P.E.T Mi-East Michigan for the purchase and shipment of three
Personal Energy Transportation vehicles. P.E.T. provides handpowered vehicles similar to a tricycle for individuals who have
lost the use of their legs, frequently to land mines, chemical
warfare, accidents and disease. Primary countries of use include
Vietnam, Liberia, Ghana, Nepal, Madagascar, Honduras and
Nicaragua. In addition to providing mobility to an individual, it
frees the person who had been caring for disabled person. If
you’d like to learn more or also donate, please see John Peck.

The Missions Work Area is collecting outer winter clothing (coats, hats, mittens, snow pants, etc.) for our Free
Winter Clothing Store.
Our emphasis is on children’s clothing,
but we do accept adult clothing as well.
Please place items in green tubs under
the name tag table.
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“THE CORE”
YOUTH GROUP NEWS

Youth getting back into action this month!
The Core Youth Group will resume its biweekly meetings starting Sept. 9 with a big pizza-plus party
to celebrate its amazingly successful scavenger hunt for the Laingsburg Area Food Bank in May.
Youth from St. Isidore, Connect and the Congregational Church who participated will also join us.
All youth in 6th through 12th grades are welcome!
We had some fun over the summer with a lake party at the Hawks' house in early August. Several
new faces were welcomed and we're excited to have them! Please remember that if you know of
youth in 6th through 12th grades, they are welcome in the Core no matter where they go to church
or if they are unchurched. Our doors -- and our hearts and minds -- are always open!
After the pizza party, future activities will include a service project at either a food pantry, homeless
shelter and/or community center in one of our state's larger cities. The kids are excited about doing
this and we're researching our options right now.
Thank you for supporting this wonderful group of young Christians!

September 9, 2018 - Sunday with the Bishop
Come worship with Bishop David Alan Bard this Sunday at 10 am.

October 7, 2018 - Communion is for Everyone

INVITE
SUNDAYS

10 am service: In the United Methodist Church, we believe that the Sacrament
of Holy Communion is meant for everyone. You don’t need to be a member of
this church or of any church. All you need is a desire to experience God’s love
and grace in an amazing way - maybe even for the first time.

November 4, 2018 - Remembering the Saints
On this All Saints Sunday, we have a special 10 am worship service to name and
remember all of the loved ones who are no longer with us in this life. This is a
very meaningful service, and everyone is invited to come and have your loved
ones named.

December 2, 2018 - The start of Advent and preparing for Christmas
This first Sunday of December is also the first Sunday of Advent. Advent is the time when we prepare for Christmas by
thinking about all of the preparation, thinking, and even waiting that Joseph, Mary, and others did just before Jesus
was born. Be sure to come and see all of the Christmas decorations, fresh greens, and sing the traditional hymns of
Christmas.
New people are always welcome, but on these “BIG INVITE SUNDAYS,” all of us will make extra sure to invite new
people to come and experience what we’re about here at Laingsburg United Methodist Church!
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Donna Wolfrom had several items that she had knitted and sewn that she
showed at the Shiawassee Co. Fair. She won 6 blue ribbons, 1 red, and 1
white.

Noah Brewer showed swine at both Clinton Co. and Shiawassee Co. Fairs.
At Clinton Co. he took 6th Place in Showmanship and 1st Place in Livestock
Showmanship. At Shiawassee Co. he took two 1st Places in Showmanship.

Georgia Hill showed at the Clinton County Fair. She placed 4th in Senior
Sheep Showmanship and got a ribbon for that. The sheep received ribbons
for their individual weight classes as well. Her 2 Market Lambs were sold at
the Auction on Wednesday night, Aug 1st, to a couple of very generous
buyers! Georgia has participated in the Clinton County Fair every summer
since she was old enough to do so (9 years old). Before she was old
enough to participate herself, she would go and "help" her big sisters show
their rabbits.

News from the Fair!

He only had 2 weeks after that to practice for the national competition. He
placed 11th out of 24 overall in the nation! He was only 154 points out of
eighth place, which would’ve gotten him a medal and all-American status!
Congratulations, Brady!

After competing at the Playmakers Lansing Honor Roll Track Meet in early
June in three events (110m high hurdles, 300m low hurdles and high jump),
he said to his high jump coach, “I qualified in three events and almost made
pole vault. Maybe I should be a decathlete.” His coach thought it was a great
idea. He only had a few weeks to learn how to do four events he’d never
done before: long jump, shot put, discus and javelin, before the region 5
qualifier for the national USATF. He performed admirably for his first decathlon, placing second in the 15 to 16-year-old division, and earned a spot at
the national USATF Junior Olympics in Greensboro, NC.

Brady Hawks recently competed in the USA Track and Field Junior Olympics
for the first time doing something he’d only done for the second time: a Decathlon.

Decathlon Star!

This page will help us share the activities our church families are involved in. If you or your children
have something you would like to share, please call or e-mail the church office by the 15th of the
month.

